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Spot the typo! 


We're not especially good spellers, as 
some of you are fond of pointing out, so 
we can pretty much guarantee that there's 
a typo, grammatical error or some other 
boo-boo in this issue. The first several 
people (rather arbitrarily chosen) to send 
an e-mail to carolyp@vueweekly.com 
detailing such a find win their pick from 
the pile of astoundingly horrible CDs in 
our offices. And we're losing the battle— 
our pile is closing in on 400. Help! 

Last week, we seemed to have misrep- 
resented our “loses” as well as been 
stricken with a case of owl-borne 
Tourette's: “who who.” Thanks to our reg- 
ular spotters and thanks for reading. ! 
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7a AND INDIANS (AND METIS?) 


“My grad students would push a bit. They 
thought | shouldn't sit on a fence, but 

embrace my Métis background.” —Dait 
Garneau, artist 
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Harper keeps it interesting 


BRYAN BIATLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 
oes it seem to you that Stephen Harper's Conservatives have got a firm 
D== on economics but not much else? Or that every time they do 
something right, they have to do a few things that are wrong in some 
masochistic drive to keep their poll numbers even with the Liberals? Maybe 
Harper just loves being the underdog. 

Immediately after announcing an end to income trusts (excellent idea), 
Harper goes out and embarrasses Canada with this business of his 
meeting/non-meeting with China’s Hu Jintao (what were you thinking?). 
Then there was Rona Ambrose's poor showing at the UN Climate Conference 
But then, Finance Minister Flaherty announces income splitting, another 
excellent economic idea. Of course, that announcement was followed by 
Harper's poorly thought out resolution that Quebec is somehow a “nation 
within a united Canada.” 

From what I've gleaned from foreign newspapers, tourists and those wacky 
exchange students, people around the world have a generally high opinion of 
Canada and Canadians. How is it that Stephen Harper can screw that up in a 
little under a year? And how come every time the Conservatives screw up, 
they hide behind their mantra of “Canada’s New Government” and blame 
whatever problems the country is facing on the preceding administration? 
People know the Liberals screwed up—that’s why they voted for you to “come 
to our rescue.” When is that going to come? 

Admittedly, Harper has done a lot to fix Canada’s finances, and he hasn't 
even been that ideological about it. Income splitting makes sense; it saves 
every family money in taxes. Likewise with getting rid of income trusts—it 
seems like the government is willing to be anti-business when the well being 
of the country is at stake, and that’s a good thing. 

But the well being of the country also has to do with the pride we feel about 
being Canadian. When we're being embarrassed internationally or when we 
are splitting the country into regional or ethnic groups, it gets harder to be 
filled with pride about this great land we call home. Harper should work a little 
bit harder on projecting a positive image of Canada internationally as well as 
making sure that Canada remains one nation, and one that all Canadians can 
be proud of. v 
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= LETTERS 


MAY DIDN'T DESERVE “TRADITIONAL COURTESY” IN 
LONDON BY-ELECTION 


While | enjoyed your interview with Elizabeth May ("Will Nov 27 
be a Green day for voters in London?” Nov 23 - Nov 29), there is 
one statement in the article that | find a little misleading. 

Upon noting that May is up against a full slate of candi- 
dates representing English Canada’s three mainstream federal 
parties, you write that “the traditional courtesy of allowing a 
party leader trying to enter Parliament to run unopposed has 
most decidedly not been extended.” 

It's important to remember that the London by-election was 
called because the riding’s MP. a Liberal, left to enter munici- 
pal politics. The “traditional courtesy” you speak of only 
applies in situations in which a sitting MP .esigns specifically 
to make way for the leader of his or her own party to enter the 
House, which is not the case here. 

Also, the tradition is mostly based on the fact that, in such 
cases, the riding chosen is usually one of the “safest” seats 
for the party, which usually makes running against the party 
leader a waste of time. 


DIANE MORRISON 
INCOME TRUST DEBATE REMAINS AS COMPELLING AND 
EXCITING AS EVER 


Concerning last week's editorial on the Conservatives’ decision 
on income trusts (“Good work, Harper. No, really!" Nov 23 - 
Nov 29), where it is Stated that: 

“The source of the hole was not so much with the loss of 
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corporate tax—corporations already pay a lower rate thal 
individuals—nor was it with individual investors, who pay 
income tax on trust distributions. The source of the hole lay 
with pension plans and foreign investment. ... Another 22 pet 
cent of the income trust market was owned by foreigi 
investors, who only pay a 15 per cent withholding tax.’ 
Apparently, Finance Minister Jim Flaherty's concern that US 
foreign investors were not being taxed enough al 15 per cet 
and should be raised to 31.5 per cent is now turning tua 
rationale to cut foreign distribution taxes to 10 per cent 
So much for targeting foreigners as @ tax leakage 
This leaves Canadian tax deferred accounts as 2 ‘0 leaks 
age” according to the “Tax Fairness Plan.” Canadian tah 
deferred accounts will be taxed an extra 31.5 per cent In 2oul 
and then taxed again at the marginal tax rate on withdrawal 
If you consider pension plans a tax leakage, then | feel sony 
for pensioners who depend on them to live. 


GEOFFREY LAXTON 


DYER FAN REGRETS REQUESTING “SULTANS OF swinc' 
BOOK SIGNING 


This is just a quick note to thank you for publishing ae 
column (“Dyer Straight,” weekly). It is remarkable. ida ; 
ward, and important to me, and | hope others feel ani 
the same. 


MARV MACHURA 


Vue Weekly welcomes reader response, whether ot 
complimentary. Send your opinion by mail (Vue Weekly 
- 108 Street, Edmonton AB T5J 117), by fax (780.420 
by e-mail (letters@vueweekly.com). Preference ‘Ol 
feedback about articles in ue Weekly. We reserve ""? 
edit for length and clarity. 
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pitter Tory race turns into battle of right and righter 
[EADERSHIP CONTEST HEATED UP BY IDEOLOGICAL FIGHT BETWEEN FISCAL AND SOCIAL CONSERVATIVES 


SHANNON PHILLIPS / shannon @vueweekly.com ‘ 
im Dinning is a slick, big-city Conservative, but 
after last Saturday’s first ballot for the PC lead- 
ership race, the Calgary businessman has mor- 
ned into an urban cowboy, coming out 
ns-a-blazin’ against his chief rival, Ted Morton. 
othe difference between Jim Dinning and Ted 
orton,” said the frontrunner, sounding almost 
frantic as he squeezes our interview in between 
meetings, media appearances and membership 
glad-handing, “js that 1am a guy who builds for 
the future. | am saying we need to invest in K-12 
education, post-secondary education, infrastruc- 
ture, arts centres and libraries. Those are the 
things we need to focus our energies on. 

“m the kind of guy who includes people,” he 
insisted. “Ted is the kind of guy who divides and 
conquers.” 

Only two days after finishing barely ahead of 
Morton on the first ballot of the PC leadership 
contest, Dinning has already drawn clear lines 
between himself and the political science profes- 
sor who has written extensively about the dan- 
gers of feminism and has opposed same-sex 
martiage, abortion and gun control. 

Dinning’s take on Morton's views sounds as if 
it's ripped out of a self-help manual. 

“To focus that much on being angry ... well, 
that takes energy, doesn’t it?” says Dinning. “I'd 
father focus that energy on building for the 
future.” 

By Monday morning, Dinning took his new 
lines on Morton for a test-drive in a speech 
delivered in Edmonton. By Tuesday afternoon, 
ads were running on radio stations across the 
province, positioning Dinning as the candidate 
who supports “a strong Alberta and a strong 
Canada.” By Wednesday, the Dinning machine 
had zeroed-in on its target: reddish, status-quo 
conservatives spooked at the thought of a Mor- 
ton win 

What was a ho-hum PC leadership race—an 
exercise in well-heeled white men standing in a 
foom agreeing with each other—has tumed into 
an actual contest. There’s a choice facing Alber- 
e's conservative grassroots as they head into 
the second ballot on Sat, Dec 2. 

Conservatives can stick with the devil they 
Koow in jim Dinning: a guy who will flirt with pri- 
Yate health clinies if he thinks he can get away 
With it, allow oilsands development to continue 
Anabated (Dinning says Alberta “doesn’t need a 
Moratorium on oilsands development, just a gov- 

Mment that has its act together on infrastruc- 
ire in Wood Buffalo”), and shere-up funding and 
Planning in areas where Klein's administration 
allowed things to fall into total disrepair. 

Dinning will also tinker with city and arts fund- 
M8, libraries and rural development. He even gar- 

fred a cautious endorsement from the arts 

ommunity this week, with a pledge to'double 
ding for the Alberta Foundation for the Arts. 

hat Dinning wont do is rock the boat on 
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= POLIMICS 


Same-sex marriage, abortion or other hot-button 
social issues. 

Dinning also says he’s not interested in pick- 
ing a fight with Ottawa. “I have a different view 
of Canada than Ted Morton has,” he said. 

“t don’t think we need to shrink in fear of our 
fellow Canadians, worried that they are going to 


come and steal from us. Times have changed! 
There's a Conservative government in power in 
Ottawa. I am not sure why Ted Morton is so 
afraid of people in the rest of the country.” 


ON SATURDAY, PC members could go with the 


devil they don’t know. Ted Morton represents 
the right-wing fringe of the Alberta Tory grass- 
roots, a fringe that’s always held Sway in cabinet 
but was masterfully kept under wraps by Ralph 
Klein’s faux-populism. Not anymore: the man 
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who came within spitting distance of Jim Din- 
ning would pull out of the Canada pension plar 
dump the RCMP’s current functions and set 
an Alberta police force, and start our own A 
ta immigration system Dinning believes t! 
fringe Alberta-first ideas are a bureaucratic 
waste of time and money. 

Morton would also bring in wholesale private 
health care. His health platform calls for the 
most controversial elements of Ralph KI 
failed Third Way—private health Insurance, more 
private clinics and allowing doctors to practice 
in both systems 

Dinning says he supports the public hea 
Care system, and would work to mak 
stronger. But he’s been associated with private 
care in the past. 

Where Morton’s been clear on private health 
care, Dinning’s position has been more nuanced 
floating more with political tides rather than toe- 
ing a strictly ideological line 

Last year, Dinning told Maclean's colum 
Paul Wells that Ralph Klein had been “too t 
on private health care.” In March of this yea 
Dinning championed “health savi 
accounts”"—where every Alb 
given a pot of money with which to m 
healthcare choices, some of which would be 
publicly funded and others private 

AS Opposition to t 
steam, however, Dinning bac 
health, declaring his opposition t 
song reforms in the spring 

As finance minister, Jim Dinning cut health 
budgets by 18 per cent citing the made-up fact 
that costs were through the roof. In fact, costs 
were not ballooning out of control—they were in 
line with inflation and population growth 

As chair of the Calgary Health Region, Din- 
ning brought in private MRI clinics—which he 
Says reduced wait times for diagnostic services 
Private cataract surgery and hip and knee 
replacement clinics were also introduced during 
Dinning’s tenure. Private cataract clinics in Cal- 
gary have wait times up to three times as long as 
those delivered publicly in Edmonton; priv 
delivered hip and knee replacements ir 
cost taxpayers 10 per cent more than those 
delivered publicly in Edmonton 

Dinning was chair of the region during the Bill 
11 debates, and supported the notion t 
region should have more private clinics 
even private hospitals. Dinning still support 
vate clinics, saying on Tuesday that private clin- 
ics “allow competition in the public system. | 
have always supported making sure there is 
more competition in health care, but within the 
public system.” 

In other words, Jim Dinning won't put the 
Raging Grannies or the Friends of Medicare out 
of a job. But with Ted Morton, they'll be work- 
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ROSS MOROZ / ross@vueweokly.com i“) the federal government, asking Haip- 
ritics of Prime Minister = | LE HOCKEY er to intervene on behalf of Quebec's 
( Stephen Harper's motionin = participation in the 2008 tournament. 


the House of Commons recog- warning that failing to do so will cos 
nizing the Québécois as a nation the Conservatives “thousands o! 
warn that the bill could have far- behalf of Canada and all Canadians to _—-votes” in Quebec in the next election 
reaching constitutional conse- believe that the assertion that Québec The idea of a Québec national 
quences, but the move has already is a nation does not have any inter- hockey team—which was also briefly 
stirred up controversy in an area far  pretative scope, either in the courts or floated by Bloc Quebecols leadet 
more near and dear to the average at the level of sports,” Bertrand tolda Gilles Duceppe during the last federal 
Canadian: hockey. news conference in Québec City. election—is not without prec eden 
Just hours before the House of “After voting in Parliament that Que- however. At this year’s world 


Commons voted to pass the govern- _beckers forma nation within a united © Lacrosse Championships in London 
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ment motion to recognize Québec as Canada, you have the chance to show __ Ontario, an Iroquois team made up : 
g a nation “within a united Canada,” _that the Team Québec project con- Canadian and American members a 
prominent sovereigntist lawyer Guy forms to this affirmation.” the Iroquois nation competed along: 


Bertrand was insisting that the move side national teams from both coulis 
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AIDS Awareness Week not all doom and gloom 


LIKE FOSTER / totallygay@vueweekly.com 
s there really anyway to make HIV 
and AIDS awareness fun? Well, 
with a strip-a-thon, an ‘80's retro- 
dance party and a film festival 
janned for this year’s AIDS Aware- 
ess Week, the folks over at HIV 
rdmonton are hoping to attract and 
recruit supporters for the rather seri- 
< cause with an array of events that 
By nope will appeal to both people 
who are already involved in the fight 

and those who have yet to join. 

owhen we were thinking about 
what we wanted to do for AIDS Week 
this year, we decided that there had to 
be a lot of different events that 
catered to people's individual inter- 
ests so we could inspire them to take 
whatever action they can, anything 
they may be interested in or capable 
of doing, to help change the world 
affected by HIV/AIDS,” says Ted Kerr, 
volunteer coordinator for HIV Edmon- 
ton who helped to organize Edmon- 
ton AIDS Awareness Week. 

The national slogan for the week is 
‘Change the world one action at a 
time,” but for us Edmontonians, Kerr 
says that the events week will simply 
be known as, well, AIDS Awareness 
Week 


‘TKNOW THIS SOUNDS dumb, but the 
theme this year in Edmonton is AIDS 
Awareness Week,” Kerr says. “When 
we stated planning things, we talked 
about themes and coming up with a 


2 AIDS 


tagline. But we didn’t think that would 
work. We're not at a place in Edmon- 
ton where we can start being creative 
and dressing it up. 
Because when we 
thought about it, 
who here really 
knows a lot about 
AIDS? Simply bring- 
ing awareness to 
the cause is one of 
our major goals this 
year and getting 
people learning and 
involved.” 

Kerr also hopes 
AIDS Awareness 
Week will urge 
more people to get 
tested for the dis- 
ease, and reiterates 
that the only cure 
for HIV/AIDS right 
now is prevention. 
He also hopes the 
array of different 
events, which 


people possible. 

In fact, on Nov 30 there are two 
very different events planned that 
Kerr says speaks to the diverse effect 
HIV/AIDS has had on people. For the 
activists, there is the We Are Remedy 
event (7 pm at Remedy Café 8631 - 
109 Street), 
which HIV 
Edmonton is 
hosting along 
with OXFAM 
and the organi- 
zation Change 
for Children. It 
will showcase 
some poetry 
performances 
and  break- 
dancers, as well 
as some art 
from local ele- 
mentary school 
students 
who've made 
posters for the 
occasion. 

And a little 
later in the 
evening down- 
town at 


included a tradi- 
tional Aboriginal round dance last 
weekend on the Enoch reserve and 
Kerr's own lecture on the history of 
AIDS and AIDS activism in Edmonton 
at the Pride Centre this past Wednes- 
day, will engage as many different 
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Woody's, the 86 
Party will get underway. In planning 
this particular event, where people 
are encouraged to dress up in ‘80s 
attire, Kerr hopes people will take the 
time to answer the question “What 
were you doing in ‘86?” 


NEWS 


“The younger people are going to 
have some really sweet answers but 
the reality is that in 1986 people were 
dying of AIDS, and at that time, barely 
anyone even knew about AIDS,” Kerr 
Says. “The party is meant to recognize 
and celebrate the people who've done 
great work in the city for the cause. It 
will be hosted by [drag queen] Leah 
and Michael Phair, who actually startec 
the AIDS Network back then in his din- 
ing room, basically just because no one 
else was doing it and he stepped up 


“ORIGINALLY, | HAVE TO say that when 


1 was planning for the 86 Party, I 
really wanted it to be a reunion of 
Sorts. Bringing people who've done 
amazing things for HIV/AIDS in 
Edmonton in the early years,” he 
Says. “But being so naive, | realized 
that some of these people aren't here 
anymore. But at least we'll still be 
able to get together to celebrate and 
honour everything they've done for 
the cause. And hopefully, it’s going to 
inspire more people to take over 
from where they've left off.” 

AIDS Awareness Week concludes 
with a 24-hour Strip-A-Thon, where 
Kerr says people will be “taking to the 
poles” to raise money for HIV/AIDS, 
and a four-day film festival Starting 
on Dec | at the Metro Cinema, show- 
casing several films about AIDS in 


Africa, as well as in North America 


For more information go to 
www.hivedmonton.com. wv 
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Top 10 
Ringtones 


1) Smack That 
feat. Eminem 
Akon 


2) Lips of an Angel 
Hinder 


3) My Love 
Justin Timberlake 


4) Maneater 
Nelly Furtado 


5) Sexy Back 
Justin Timberlake 


6) Rockstar 
Nickelback 


7) Money Maker 
feat. Pharrell 
Ludacris 


8) Enter Sandman (Chorus) 
Metallica 


9) Ridin’ 
Chamillionaire 


10) White & Nerdy 
Weird Al Yankovic 
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Issues is a forum for individuals and organizations 
to comment on current events and broader issues 
of importance to the community. Their commentary 
is not necessarily the opinion of the organizations 


they represent or of Vue Weekly. 


if the Québécois are a nation, what about la francophonie canadienne? 


HNSON / worw.ecta.ab.ca 
By 49 years ago, delegates to the 
General Estates of French Canada met 
ij. a smoke-filled convention hall in 
Montréal. Some 1 600 delegates voted 


joment in the rupture of French Canada 
swe Know it. Today, itis rare to speak of 
French Canadians as a single coherent 
ational entity. Instead we speak of 
“Québec,” “Acadie” and several provin- 
tiat-based communities that loosely form 
ja francophonie canadienne.” 

As Québec nationalism grew in the 
1960s under the banner “Masters of our 
‘own house,” vulnerable French Canadians 


hose to cut their political losses and 
etreat to their own borders. In the 1970s, 
jn enthusiastic René Lévesque toured 


francophone college campuses in the 
West telling young francophones to 
choose between moving to Québec or dis- 
appearing as “dead ducks” as far as the 
French language is concerned. Francopho- 
nes in Alberta are Canadians, and we are 
Albertans, and we have no more intention 
to be exiled than any 
other Albertan. 
Ministers of the 
Government of Cana- 
da argue in favour of 
the motion on 
Québec’s nationhood 
by saying that the 
Québécois have “a 
distinct language and 
history". | ask: distinct 
from whom? Are the 
languages of Québec 


More importantly, who are they with 
regards to Canada? 

| also ask: how is Quebec history dis- 
tinct from French-Canadian or Canadian 
history? When Cartier first contacted 
First Nations in 1535, | do not think of 
the birth of Québec, but of Canada. In 


distinct from the lan- 
guages of Canada? In Alberta well over 
300 000 people descend from the French 
and an estimated 240 000 people speak 
French. Thousands of Québécois have 
moved to Alberta in recent years, not to 
mention Acadians and francophones 
from around the world. Who are they 
with regards to the Québécois nation? 


1840, when Lord Durham recommended 
the assimilation of the French and 
responsible government, it laid the 
groundwork for Confederation. Is that 
Québécois or Canadian national history? 
Were Meech Lake, Charlottetown and 
the multiple referenda on sovereignty 
the history of Canada or that of Québec? 


| cannot distinguish between the two, 
nor can | simply delete them from my 
own history. 


MOST QUEBECKERS THINK that Québec 
is a nation. A large number of Canadians 
believe that Jes Québécois, at the very 
least, possess a dis- 
tinct culture and iden- 
tity. So in that sense, 
the recognition “that 
the Québécois form a 
Nation within a united 
Canada” is not revolu- 
tionary. Arguably, that 
reality has been a cor- 
nerstone of politics in 
Québec for 40 years, 
and an underlying 
theme stretching back 
to confederation and 
beyond. The fundamental difficulty in this 
short phrase is thie source. 

The Government of Canada has intro- 
duced a new phrase into our national 
vocabulary that splits la francophonie 
canadienne in two. One part is now rec- 
ognized as a nation, and the other, for 
the moment, is still an “official lan- 


guage community in 4 minority situation 
(OLEMS).” The new recognition also 
points to a troubling concept of Cana- 
da’s linguistic duality where French 
belongs to Québéckers, and English 
belongs to the rest of Canada. This sym- 
bolism is troubling for tens of thousands 
of Franco-Albertans who, after a long 
dark period, have finally begun to see 
rays of hope for the future. It is also a 
poor message to send to Albertans 
choosing French in the classroom and 
the workplace. 

So to our Québécois cousins, | say con- 
gfatulations on the new recognition of a 
not-so-new concept. To the rest of us who 
live and love the French language in 
Alberta, chin up, this is but another chap 
ter in our storied past. And, finally, to 
Prime Minister Harper and his Govern- 
ment of Canada, we await patiently for 
recognition of the place of the French lan- 
guage, culture and history in the united 
Canada you have promised to defend. w 


Jean Johnson is the president of L'Asso- 
ciation canadienne-fran¢aise de |'Alberta 
(the French Canadian Association of 


Alberta) 
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"Michael Ignatieff strode back into 
Canada bearing gilt-edged promises 
that he had kept a close watch on our 
” political evolution during his decades on 
foreign soil and that he would be appro- 
priately sensitive to our sociopolitical 


nuances. He then, by stating a position 


on Québec as a nation, proceeded to 
break our single most important political 
taboo. It is as if a papal candidate had 
suddenly barged into a Catholic church 
and set the altar ablaze.” 

So ran the lead editorial in the 
National Poston the day after the blaze 
spread to the roof. When Michael 
Ignatieff, a candidate for the leadership 
of the Liberal Party and therefore poten- 
tially a future primé minister, declared 
last June that he saw Québec as “a 
nation” within Canada, and was open to 
new negotiations to enshrine that con- 
cept in the constitution, he re-opened 
the wound that never really heals, and 
condemned the country to another con- 
stitutional crisis. 

Last month, taking their lead from 
Ignatieff, the Québec branch of the Lib- 
eral Party adopted a resolution calling 
for the party to recognize. “the Québec 
nation within Canada,” and to “official- 
ize this historical and social reality.” 
Then the Bloc Québécois seized on that 
to introduce a bill demanding “that this 
House recognize that Quebeckers forma 
nation.” 

The Bloc hoped the other parties 
would vote against the bill, thereby 

* demonstrating their alleged hostility to 
Quebeckers and their aspirations, but 
Prime Minister Stephen Harper was too 
clever for them. On Wednesday, he 
introduced a resolution declaring that 
parliament “recognizes that the Québé- 
cois form a nation WITHIN A UNITED 
CANADA,” and all the parties flocked to 
support it—even the Bloc Québécois. 

In one swift move Harper won sup 
port for his Conservative Party in Québec 
in the next election, and boosted the 


chances that Michael ignatieff, the easi- 
est candidate to beat, will win the lead- 
ership of the Liberal Party. However, he 
also raised the spectre of Québec sepa 


ratism from its shallo 

Harper's Conserv 

insist that they have done nc 
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ous, denied that the motion had any 
legal consequences: “We are not at the 
point of a constitutional demand. Has 
anyone seen a constitutional demand in 
the works? No, we haven't seen one. Is 
it our intention to have one? No, there is 
No intention to have one.” 

But Andre Boisclair, leader of the 
Parti Québécois, took a very different 
view. The motion to recognize that Que- 


” beckers form a nation “will give us a 


powerful tool for the international 
recognition of a future sovereign 
Québec ... | feel better equipped today 
to talk about sovereignty to Quebeckers 
than | was before the motion.” 


SINCE THE QUIET REVOLUTION of the 
‘60s delivered Québec into the modern 
world politically, the issue of independ- 
ence for the province has never gone 
away for long. The separatist Parti 
Québécois has been in power much of 
the time since then, and is favoured in 
the opinion polls to return to power in 
the next provincial election. Twice it has 
held referendums on independence, and 
twice it has failed to get a “yes” vote, 
but it has promised another when the 
circumstances are right. 

In practice, “when the circumstances 
are right” has meant When francophone 
Quebeckers are feeling alienated from 
the rest of Canada. The first referendum 
on independence in 1980 was defeated 
decisively, but after two failed attempts 
at constitutional reform, in the second 
referendum in 1995 Quebeckers came 
within a hair's-breadth of saying “yes”. 
Canada has now almost certainly 
embarked, willy-nilly, on a third attempt 
at constitutional reform, regardless of 
how much the present government 
denies it. The sleeping dog has woken, 
and will have its day. 


natie 


But a third attempt at finding a con- 
stitutional formula that will satisfy both 
nationalist Québécois and the English- 
speaking majority in the other nine 
provinces is almost certainly doomed to 
failure for the same reasons as the first 
two: there is no such formula. So at the 
end of this road, very probably, lies a 
third referendum in a Québec that is 
feeling rejected and alienated. 

Prime Minister Harper bears a good 
deal of blame for this train-wreck with 
his too-clever resolution declaring the 
Québécois to be a nation “within a unit- 
ed Canada,” but the true responsibility 
lies with Michael Ignatieff, a Canadian- 
born academic and journalist who had 
lived abroad for 27 consecutive years 
before he arrived in Canada from Har- 
vard University last year to offer the Lib- 
eral Party and the country his 
leadership. 

The lesson that most Canadians 
(including most French-Canadians) had 
gleaned from the long and grueling 
ordeal of referenda and constitutional 
crises was that the country worked per- 
fectly well in practice, but could not be 
made to work in theory—so stop 
obsessing about constitutional princi- 
ples. But Ignatieff was absent for all 
that time, and he simply hadn't grasped 
the lesson. 

In the words of Ken Dryden, also at 
one point a Liberal leadership candi- 
date, Ignatieff “bumped into a chair and 
woke the dog up.” But he will probably 
be long gone, back to Harvard or some 
other ivory tower, before the storm real- 
ly hits Canada. w 


Gwynne Dyer is a London-based inde- 
pendent journalist whose articles are 
published in 45 countries. His column 
appears regularly in Vue Weekly. 
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HEALTH 


There's some good news on the health 
front for a change—a reason, finally, to 
permit ourselves a bit of a coffee break, 
a reason to indulge instead of resist a 
craving, a reason to be a little less plod- 
ding and determinedly goal-oriented, a 
reason to balance what we must do with 
what we want to do. 

It turns out that mental effort such as 
exercising will power or learning some- 
thing new requires a pile of glucose in 
the brain. Even an isolated act of self- 
control causes glucose in the body to 
drop enough to reduce odds of success 
with a subsequent task requiring effort 


~ or will power. 


So go with the flow, | say. Take a 
minute to clear your head, do something 
pleasant, something that doesn’t require 
superhuman effort. Balance exercises of 
discipline or restraint with small indul- 
gences, and who knows, you may just be 
more productive in the end. 

| like the sound of it, much like | liked 
the sound of stress-elevated cortisol 
levels and lack of sleep causing weight 
gain. Not that sleeping and eating 
around the clock are what | want to do, 
but maybe there's wisdom in pacing 
ourselves. And it's a message Albertans 
in particular might want to take to 
heart, given the news this week that 
we work more hours than most other 
Canadians do. 

There was more good news this 
week, though, sort of at least. Labelling 
of cosmetics and personal-care products 
is coming. Manufacturers have until 
November of next year to sell off unla- 
belled products. The only problem is that 
unless you're a chemist and know what 
things like acenocoumarol, bendroflume- 
thiazide and zoxazolamine actually are, 
shopping will continue to be overwhelm- 
ing for label readers. Why not just leave 
the offensive, potentially dangerous 
chemicals right out, | want to know. 


BUT THE GOOD NEWS just kept coming 
this week: breast cancer survival rates 
seem to be levelling off. A 10-year sur- 
vival rate reflects the numbers of 
patients still alive 10 years after the 
diagnosis of their cancer, and more of us 
are making it to the 10-year mark. 

This could be really, really good news, 
and | so want it to be, but there are a 
few things to consider. 

Earlier detection and more aggres- 


sive treatment may in fact be ali, 


i 
more of us to make it to the ‘0-4 
mark, but it doesn’t mean we're 4. 
ease-free, or that we'll make it i i 
next 10-year mark. : 

Survival rates often improve prim) 
because of improved lead time—ihy 
amount of time between diagnosis fl 


death automatically increases with 
er detection, whether that early disqi, 
sis leads to decreased mortality oy no) 

Also distorting the picture is dos) 
from other causes, often treatman, 
related death. Breast cancer patien, 
that die from the treatment itsel(—th 
radiation or chemotherapy (yes, this hap. 
pens}—don't necessarily get recorey 
as breast cancer deaths. And if they 
Not breast cancer deaths, mortality ratas 
go down, and survival rates go yp 
Whether things have really changed of 
Not. Aggressive treatment may send the 
breast cancer running, but if that agqies 


Sive treatment included tamoxifen, the 
potential breast cancer statistic may 
have just jumped the fence to becomes 


uterine cancer one instead 


It's a message Albertans 
in particular might want 
to take to heart, given the 
news this week that we 
work more hours than 
most other Canadians do. 


The incidence rate, which reflects the 
proportion of new diagnoses of breast 
cancer during a specified period of time, 
unfortunately hasn't changed, according 
to the Canadian Breast Cancer Founda: 
tion—it has been stable since 199 
We're still getting it, same as teldle 
just surviving a little longer. 

'm cynical, | know, but | can't helf 
but think that those campaigning {t 
research funds are eager to annount 
some successes. 

And ultimately, however accurated 
inaccurate the survival rate pictures al 
for the 22 000 Canadian women wil 
Will still get breast cancer this year pi 
vention would've been nicer 

The prevention people who ot) 
insisting that prevention involves m™ 
than eating right and exercising 
keep insisting on industry regulatiolt 
carcinogens in our food and air alg 
water and personal-care products 
the ones who have it right. w 
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oC LEADERSHIP RACE: 
ca OM AES 


ing overtime. 


INNING'S CAMPAIGN is well-funded: 
its rumoured he’s raised a $3 million 
war chest, but the former Calgary 


businessman refuses to disclose who 
his backers are until after the leader- 
shipraceends. : 

The list of who is paying the piper 
may not be clear, but the folks calling 
the tune represent the Alberta estab- 
lishment. Rod Love—Ralph Klein's 
former chief of staff, a former tobacco 
lobbyist, and the architect of the Third 
Way in health care—is a chief Dinning 


strategist. Other Klein-era usual sus- 


pects include Hal Danchilla (Klein’s 
pick for party “renewal” after the dis- 
mal 2004 election performance), Alan 
Hallman (Dinning’s campaign manag- 
er and Klein’s former riding campaign 
manager) and Jack Donahue (Klein's 
personal lawyer). 

Ralph Klein was happily caricatured 
by the media and the public as an 
average joe while powerful non-work- 


_ ing class business backers enforced 
corporate rule behind the scenes. 

jim Dinning is backed by the same 
men with the same money and the 
same ideas. But the challenge for the 
former finance minister has been to 
te-package himself and shed some of 
his big-city-CEO image. 

The perception that Dinning is too 
close to the Klein era and too far from 
the rural heartland has led many con- 
servatives to’Ed Stelmach, Saturday's 
third-place finisher. 

Stelmach scooped up support from 
most of the leadership race’s also-ran 
candidates, from reddish Edmonton 
Tory Dave Hancock to unapologetical- 
ly right-wing Lyle Oberg. 

With the race between Dinning and 
Morton so close, it may fall to the 
third place finisher to play the role of 
kingmaker 

The vote on Dec 2 is a preferential 
ballot, meaning voters will select a 
first and a second choice. If no candi- 
date has 50 per cent of the vote after 
all of the first choices are tallied up, 
the third-place candidate drops off, 
‘and his second choices are added up 
and given to the top two finalists. 

Il, as everyone expects, the top two 
Will be Dinning and Morton, the wild- 
fatd is which one will garner more of 
Stelmach’s second-choice ballots. 

That may be why Dinning is playing 
Nothing but nice with Stelmach, stick- 
Mg to his one talking point on the 
fark horse candidate from Alberta's 
Ukrainian heartland. 
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== | inthebor@vveweekly.com 

Fenie Meenie Whiny Pro. Sign a contract 
five years old. If he hollers, let him go. 
Fenie Meenie Whiny Pro. Last week the 
Oilers played two games at home, win- 
ning ene (they smoked Chicago §-1) and 
losing the other in overtime (3-2 against 
Anaheim) but the retum of Chris Pronger 
was really all that Oiler fans could hear 
about. Over and over. And now it’s over. 
Boo. Hiss. Back to hockey. 


BEATS GIVING PRONGER A STAR Three 
star selections are an interesting hockey 
tradition, but the methods of choosing 
them are not very definitive. Take Tues- 
day's game against Anaheim. Despite 
losing the game 3-2 in overtime, the 
Three Stars (chosen by the Pay-Per-View 


Just OVER BY # 
THE ALTAR... 


— 


k-to normal—at least 


broadcast team—employed by the Oil- 
ers) were Dwayne Roloson, Ryan Smyth 
and Marty Reasoner. An Oiler sweep ina 
losing game. The game stars are usually 
picked with five to 10 minutes left in the 
game. This allows time for the announc- 
ers to prepare their script and buys time 
for the handlers at ice level to inform the 
selected players. Then they can skate a 
step or two out onto the ice and barely 
acknowledge the crowd with a weak 
wave of the stick. So by the time Tues- 
day's stars were selected, a late tying 
goal and an overtime goal changed the 
game entirely. First Star Roli let the OT 
winner in the net and Second Star Smyt- 
ty lost the puck just outside the Oiler 
zone, leading to that goal. DY 


ENOUGH ALREADY OK, we finally got 
that over with. Really, if | had to listen to 
anymore talk about the return of Chris 
Pronger, | was going to demand a trade 
myself, Get me the hell out of here. On 


Howpy! BOBS 


the plus side, although there was a copi- 
ous amount of booing, | thought we man- 
aged to get through the game without 
embarassing the city. Now we can get on 
with business as usual—at least until 
when Jan 18 when the Ducks return— 
when Pronger can again not answer all 
the same questions the press will 
undoubtedly ask him. 18 


HISTORY LESSON Choosing three stars 
has been a hockey staple in just about 
every level of the sport since the 1930s. 
Imperial Oil started the tradition as they 
were an early sponsor of Hockey Night In 
Canada broadcasts and used the selec- 
tion of three stars to promote their “Three 
Star” brand of gasoline. Rocket Richard 
was granted all three stars in a game 
against the Maple Leafs on Mar 23, 1944. 
He scored all five goals in a 5-1 win. 
Luckily Imperial Oil and HNIC chose 
“Three Stars of the Game” rather than 
“Dipstick of the Game.” DY 


FAT HUNGRY EELS 


THE SKILLS TO PAY THE BILLS The Oilers 
held their annual Superskills competition 
last Sunday to an almost sold out Rexall 
place. We'll ignore the “Team White vs. 
Team Blue format that almost noone cares 


“about and jump right to the idividual 


events. Marc-Andre Bergeron again won 
for Fastest Skater, edging out Joffrey Lupul, 
who won the King of the Shootout compe- 
tition. Bergeron also won for Hardest Shot. 
(You may remember he was runner-up last 
year to some guy who was traded to the 
Ducks over the summer.) Local millionaire 
Fernando Pisani edged out Raffi Torres in 
the Individual Puck Control Relay, and Peter 
Sykora took the honours as the team's 
Most Accurate Shooter. 1B 


GET YOUR OWN GOAL Tuesday's game 
against Anaheim marked the third time 
this season that an Oiler goal at home 
was originally credited to one Oiler and 
then later handed to Ryan Smyth. A nifty 
backhand by Fernando Pisani was later 


until Jan 18, anyway 


shown to graze Smytty in front of the no 
Pisani got to celebrate his fifth goal of s, 
season for about half an hour before si 
Smyth added another goal to his colle. 
tion. Marc-Andre Bergeron also got ter, 
porary credit for two goals this sedenr 
before Smytty swooped in to collect hi 
marker. With a contract and free agen, 
looming (or hanging over everyone's iat 
like a dark cloud), every extra Smytty goa) 
will raise #94 going rate. Maybe "goin, 
rate” isn’t the right term. Hopefully i 
winds up being a “staying rate." py 


NOT A STAIOS-AT-HOME DEFENCE 
Last Thursday's game against Chicago 
marked the first time in almost 4 yea, 
that Steve Staios wasn't in the Oiler fines 
up. Staios’s personal iron-man streak oj 
224 games came to a halt after tweaking 
his leg in the previous game against Cai. 
gary. While the loss of Staios does 
it has given Hejda a chance to play with 
the big boys fora while. 18 


lead 


= 
= 


Oil City Derby Girls hope 
to roll over pesky Yanks 


JOEL KELLY / joe!@vueweekly.com 


en asked to describe the 
sport of roller derby in three 
words or less, skater 


Pamtera was at first lost for words: 
“Qh my God!” she exclaimed. “Wait, 
no, no, don’t use those three!” 

After collecting her thoughts a bit 
more, she came up with a more 
descriptive phrase: “Tough. Women. 
Skating.” 

Pamtera, who goes by Pamela Cun- 
ningham outside of the rink, explained 
that the sport might surprise those 
who aren't familiar with its high- 
speed, high-impact game play. 

“Most people are surprised when ! 
tell them I play on a roller derby team; 
they don’t know about the sport at all,” 
she said, explaining that the women- 
only sport requires a lot more than a 
pair of skates and some booty shorts. 

"| would say that it is a lot like 
hockey; it is full-contact and very high 
intensity,” she continued. “With roller 
derby, it’s not a matter of if you’re 
going to get hurt, it’s when you're 
going to get hurt.” 

Cunningham joined the Oil City 
Derby Girls, Edmonton's only roller 
derby team, and was “instantly 
hooked.” 

“Once you're hooked, it’s all you 
can think about it,” she insisted. “It 
boosts your confidence and makes 
you feel better about yourself.” 

Cunningham also found the athleti- 
cism of the sport to be of a much 
higher calibre than she expected. 

“You have to practice a lot,” she 
said. “There are practices skating two 

or three times a week, and then 
there’s dryland training.” 


THE GAME OF ROLLER derby has been 
around since the 1930s but, for some, it 
brings to mind images of bell-bottoms 
and bad disco music. However it has 


2/SPORTS 


experienced a bit of a revival in recent 
years, according to Cunningham 

“It's really taken off in the states 
and it’s just started coming to Cana- 
da,” she said, mentioning n 
leagues forming in Hamilton, C 
and Vancouver. It even has its own 
Las Vegas based convention, Roller- 
con, which is where the Derby Girls 
met what will be their first opponent 
ever. The Derby Girls will take on the 
Denver-based Rocky Mountain Roller- 
girls this weekend in the first cross- 
border game in the history of roller 
derby, she stated. 

Cunningham, a volunteer announc 
er for the event, said that while the 
sport has been limited by allegation 
of being more entertainmen! than 
sport in the past, the game will De 
exciting for those looking for more 
traditional competition. 

“Basically, it's big competition,” she 
enthused. “Fights might break out. bul 
it is not rehearsed at all. We might get 
the same crowd as say wrestling 
hockey.” 

However, roller derby still remains . 
the only sport where the athletes 
expected to have their own alter-g05 
While Cunningham is quite proud q 
her heavy-metal moniker, she said tha 
the nicknaming aspects of the spore 
are not what makes it interesting 

“My nickname is so me,” she K 
“Women might be drawn to {the 7 
of creating an alter-ego] Du! in the 
end, there’s lot more work invollls 
than just picking a name.” 

The cross-border grudge ™@ a 
take place on Sat, Dec 2 at the i 
Zone Roller Hockey Centre (44a 
112 Street). More information call F 
found at www.oilcityderbygi"'® com 
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F lyyyy.... flyyyy ta liiiiiive ... ! 

Py es ae punk rock ‘n’ everything, 
but when you bust out the Maiden and 
yeryone’s going “no way!” and you just 
jotally do tt and it’s all pretty much per- 
fect eedledeedledeediedeediedeedie 
‘complete with foursquare synchro rock- 
girut up to the lip of the stage ... well. 


‘joes & Hearts or something like that, and 
they've got the frostbitten party patrol 
eating out of their hands like 4H llamas. 
“ages High” is basically a folk song 
' here. 

it : a good room for time-travelling, 
dingy post-industrial ruin above a bottle 
depot, fair cover, BYOB and a grand foyer 
prammed pillar to post with ancient 
aoade cabinets, some of which even 
work. Reaching around the kickdrum fill- 
ing the cockpit of a defunct vector Star 
Wars, | fondled the X-Wing yoke: “Dude 
_. remember how this fee/s?” Dude does 
‘indeed remember. 

Remember, also, smoking indoors, 
countless duMMauriers providing the bass 
notes of the Rock Reek? Thirty goddamn 
degrees below motherfuckin’ zero outside 
for the fifth or sixth or 60th day running ... 
anti here the smokers don’t have to hud- 
dle; piled up jacket geology—layercake 
strata of flannel, hoodie, coat, scarf, 
oque—in the corners absorbs the atmos- 


ice work. | think these guys are called 


a “1. ™*Aiibogs ore supplemenial restraints only and will net deploy 
* Ord tear items and “gee excluded alter the first 12 months or 20,000 km, whichever comes first. Dealer may sell for less. See decler 
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phere, just like in the old days. Ciga- 
rettes, malt liquor, happy friends, head- 
banging to Powerslave—it feels like 
nostalgia, but these are memories bor- 
rowed from others and self-implanted; 
remember, please, that you were a nerd, 
and high school was three years of sobri- 
ety and Paul Simon tapes. 

The Get Down are good; they rock as 
expected, as demanded of veterans. We 
wouldn't let them get away with less! 
The feeling in the room is good—it's 
been too long for some of us, and it feels 


My roommate's feeling 
particularly Russian, her 
Doukhobor eyes glinting with 
mischief as she tries her secret 
wrestling moves and sneaky 
trips on anyone within range. 


like longer ... winter's laid its social- 
dampening hand down on us early and 
hard, and many have been holed up; 
even tonight, a heavy wing of party pals 
couldn't make the dogfight on account of 
there being no cabs to be had anywhere 
in the city, all the companies’ robodis- 
patchers (“WHELcome to Co-Op Taxi!”) 
jammed busy with a quarter-million shiv- 
ering Shackletons anachronistically 
fadioing for airlift. 

Man, | just thought of something. You 
know how we Edmontonites do things, 
how after a cold spell we explode like 
crazy people into summer-like activity the 
moment the climatometer dials back a 
notch from LETHAL? Well, when this par- 


new vehicle 
limited warranty 


ticular deepfreeze breaks, shit's going to 
go insane. The minute we hit the minus- 
single-digits, people are going to be 
rollerblading, suntanning, sidewalk-cafe- 
ing like it’s mid-May. Eight degrees below 
zero and everybody's in shirtsleeves going 
“Damn, it's nice out!” 


MEANWHILE, BACK IN the rockatorium, 
things are getting raucous, the line 
between entertained and entertainer get- 
ting properly blurred. Bottles are being 
passed—well, taken—into my hands, 
swills of palm-warmed Black Label from a 
wide-mouthed forty alternating with 
swigs of a bruisingly fruity Pinot Noir, all 
Spilling around a cigarette | somehow 
find myself smoking. My roommate's feel- 
ing particularly Russian, her Doukhobor 
eyes glinting with mischief as she tries 
her secret wrestling moves and sneaky 
trips on anyone within range. Through the 
rock, | think | can somehow hear the 
tweedling soundtrack of Bubble Bobble 
from the entryway arcade ... is that one 
couple still playing their way down into 
the 100-level pit... ? 

WHUMP! A faceful of snow. What? 
When did we decide that going outside 
was a good idea? Of right ... we're 
walking home, 13 blocks because we 
couldn't get a cab; the details are hazy. 
All | know is I’m down on the frozen 
ground, my roomie tackling me, growling 
like a bear cub, punch-swatting me over 
the chest and shoulders. Goddamn Rus- 
sians, always with the ... oh, no. No! 
Please, no! 

“Facewash!"w 
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Centre students know who they are and what they want. 
They're passionate and have a clear vision of their future. | 
They want careers that cultivate their instincts and reward 


their creativity. 


The Centre for Arts and Technology provides an inspired 
educational environment for motivated students seeking 
rewarding creative careers. Join the creative class. Call 


us to find out how. 


- 3D Animation 


+ Digital Filmmaking 


* 3D Game Art and Design - Digital Media Design 


+ Audio Engineering 


- Event and Talent Management 


+ Information Technology 


The 2007 City Golf has it all. But that doesn’t mean you have to pay for it. Itfeatures fuel-efficient 2.0L engine, dual front airbags’, 
an antilock brake system with front and rear disc brakes, a full-sized spare tire, variable intermittent front windshield wipers, an 
8-speaker sound system and a whole lot more. All standard. Bask in the joy of German engineering, starting at only $14,900. 


2007 MSRP 
City Golf $14,900 


SOUTHGATE V.W. ¢ 5220 Gateway Blvd. ° 780-438-8888 * www.southgatevw.com 
Visit vw.ca or call 1-800 DRIVE VW for more information. 
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CENTREI\ARTS 
SITECHNOLOGY 


KELOWNA FREDERICTON HALIFAX 


www.digitalartschool.com 


Kelowna Campus 

Landmark Technology Centre Ill 
Suite 100 - 1632 Dickson Avenue 
Kelowna, BC _V1Y 7T2 


CALL: 1.866.860.2787 


gn | Event and Talent Management | Information Technology| 


So well engineered, it even comes with a low price tag. 
Introducing the 2007 City Golf. 


$14,900 to start 


7 P jon, dealer charges. options, ondapolr 

5 i : i < hown is $16,500. Freight of $695. PD! of $905, license, insurance, registration, Bes : 

5 Kswagen Canada Inc. *Bose MSRP is $14,900 for 2007 City Golf with manual ae as apie ee kaos ra : ata only in fis ate using restraint systems that are appropriate for their size and age. tVVhichever cor sy 
patel cece etic ee ba ag for details “Volkswage! ni”, the Vokkswagen logo and “Golf* are registered todemarks of Volkswagen AG. 
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ELLA JAMESON / ella@vueweokly.com 

y eyelids fluttered briefly as I 
Me my arm out to the 

other side of the bed, pulling 
my pillow to my chest. I strained 
drowsily to hear what the pillow was 
saying. It’s been a while since I'd 
heard those three little words: 

All. Day. Breakfast. 

1 jolted awake, released the grip I 
had on the foam and wiped a dribble 
of saliva that had run from the corner 
of my mouth. I swung out of bed and 
was overwhelmed by a craving for 
bacon, which I refuse to keep in the 
house for fear of eating it all in one 
sitting. We all have our weaknesses; 
mine is a streaky rasher of smoked 
pork belly. 

Closing on noon, I jumped into my 
car and accelerated northeast in 
search of The Whistling Kettle, a 
small café that reputedly served the 
coveted all day breakfast. | found it in 
a strip mall along 50 Street, nestled 
among nondescript businesses and a 
bagel’s throw from Petsmart 

{ walked through the front door and 
was immediately hit by a wall of lus- 


eta fia. tt te qrertrss? 
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=< | THE WHISTLING KETTLE 
13022-50 STREET 
73590 


cious breakfast aroma, the sweet 
smell of grilled ham intertwined with 
a heady trail of fresh coffee. Several 
eyes drifted up briefly from their 
newspapers, then quickly returned to 
their downward gaze. I glanced 
around for a suitable table, settling on 
a booth opposite the grill. 

The Whistling Kettle's décor does- 
n't make a good first impression. It’s 
worn, tired and badly in need of a 
fresh coat of paint. Still, every sec- 
ond booth was occupied, and the 
diners seemed to be settled in for a 
comfortable stay. Everyone was sit- 
ting alone at his or her table, making 
me grateful that I wasn’t the only one 
who had come in out of the cold to 
eat by myself. 

I was quickly greeted by a huge 
smile and cup of warm, strong coffee 
($1.75). The restaurant was a family 
affair: mother, father and daughter 


worked together to create that sort of 
neighborhood café that is increasingly 
being displaced by the all-consuming 
and impersonal restaurant chain. 

The breakfast menu hung on one 


Give a Moxie’s gift card and give the gift of choice. 


Purchase a $50 gift card and receive a beautiful 
boxed set of two Big Life™ glasses FREE!* 
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CLASSIC 
GRILL 
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ae 


wall and the lunch menu on another, 
both within view of my seat. Although 
technically it was lunchtime, I wasn’t 
interested in the reasonably priced 
BLT and fries for under five bucks. I 


ig O | O thie 


reslaurant 


ALK lounge 


CHRISTINA | 
SCHMOLKE 


Thu Nov30 
Fri Dec | 
Sat Dec 2 


was slightly tempted by a large bow! 
of wor wonton soup for just 
dollars, but ultimately I had to refocus 


er SIX 
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edmonton city centre 
(102 ave. and 100A st.) 


for reservations ph. 


426-ARMS (4767) 


NEW YEAR’S EVE! 


Experience 
OLD HOLLYWOOD GLAMOUR! 


With food from the 
olden age of Hollywood! 


6-9pm © 5 course dinner 


PLUS: JAZZ PARTY 
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We dare you't6'tr'y Dara Thai"! 


spumireR MARIE LEWIN / jennifer@vueweekly,com 

fter an exasperating day with 

a highly opinionated toddler, | 

was about to pack my bags for 
yimbuktu. By the time my husband 
came home, I was ready to kiss him 
or slap him. But 1 didn’t have time to 
do either: he picked up our daughter 
and bolted upstairs. : 

He asked me to get dressed into 
something that was unstained with 
spaghetti sauce or white glue and to 
meet him at the front door in 15 min- 
utes. When I did, he winked as he 
helped me with my coat, “We're going 
ona family date, overworked mom.” 

As we drove, | prodded, “Where are 
you taking me2” I stared at his head. 
‘and what is in your hair?” 

“We are going to a Thai and Laot- 
jan restaurant that we have never 
been to,” he replied. “And the stuff in 
my hair is mousse. Your daughter 
seemed to think that I would look bet- 
ter with it on.” 

He was right—about the restaurant, 
anyway. The Dara Thai was new to 
me, even though the location on 
Argyll wasn't exactly hidden. It 
seemed like no one else knew about it 
either: ours was the only vehicle in 
the parking lot. 

Stepping inside the spacious 

restaurant, I realized that our 
entrance wouldn't have bothered any 
olher patrons anyway. Holding about 
75 seats around a multitude of tables, 
this was one of the larger Thai 
restaurants in Edmonton. The restau- 
rant’s décor was a mix of tasteful and 
tacky. Brass Buddhas and silk woven 
tablecloths mingled with faded artifi- 
cial flowers and glass cabinetry. I 
almost felt like | was visiting a rela- 
tive for supper. 
Indeed, the cheerful server greeted 
S like long lost family as she seated 
us and filled our water glasses. She 
left us with large menus and some to 
lime to decide. It took us a while to 
mull over the 133 items. 

My husband, who wanted to make 
me laugh, ordered the basil seed drink 
($2.95) instead of his usual Coke, My 
daughter stuck to her usual chocolate 
millk ($2.95), while 1 decided to try the 
Toast coconut juice ($2.95). We 
Ordered the Dara Thai special platter 
|2 pieces ($10.95) for appetizers. 

Democratically, we each ordered 
a entrée and let our daughter choose 
the type of rice, 1 immediately spied 
the hor moark Lao style (chicken, 

95), while my husband decided on 
the gaeng mussaman (pork, $9.95). 
My daughter has an uncanny talent of 
Picking the item with the highest 

8ar content and selected the large 
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“I don’t have 
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DARA THAI RESTAURANT 
TIST ARGYLL ROAD 
160590 
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coconut rice ($3.95). 


THE IMPRESSIVE-LOOKING drinks 


arrived quickly, with foreign sub- 
stances floating exotically in the clear 
glasses. The server smiled at my hus- 
band, “We are out of basil seed, so I 
got you something else that is good— 
aloe vera drink.” My husband nodded 
his approval at this switch. 

My drink was very satisfying; roast- 
ing the coconut gave it a distinctly 
nutty flavour and distinguished itself 
from other coconut drinks I've tried. 
My daughter was infatuated with the 
large coconut chunks, and ended up 
abandoning her precious chocolate 
milk. Surprisingly, my husband 
enjoyed his drink as well. Although 
not as sweet or full-bodied as mine, 
the aloe vera was a refreshing and 
light complement to the upcoming 
spicy food. 

All of our dishes came out at 
once, which | find a bit annoying 
when I order appetizers. The platter 
contained the standard spring rolls 
and chicken wings, but also included 
some more unusual and toothsome 
items. We enjoyed the squid cakes 
(each of which included a crab 
claw), and a delicately-made sarong. 
This appetizer consisted of a Thai- 
style meatball wrapped in noodles 
and then deep fried. Although all of 
the samples were tasty, we did find 
the chicken satay a little over- 
cooked, the only item not deep fried 
on the platter. 


fo pay 


for this service 


Mymore?i” 


Our chosen entrées were very dif- 
ferent in intensity but equally pleas- 
ing. My husband's gaeng mussaman 
was a vaguely sweet yellow curry. 
Yellow curry is typically the mildest, 
and is a good start for those unaccus- 
tomed to Thai food. His dish was par- 
ticularly hearty, swimming with 
carrots, potatoes, onions, peanuts and 
tender pork. 

My hor moark on the other hand, 
was much lighter in sauce but much 
more fiery in taste. Pieces of chicken 
marinated in chili peppers were 
wrapped in banana leaves and left to 
cook in a coconut sauce. The result 
was a tender but spicy dish containing 
green peppers, onions and basil. My 
daughter enjoyed the fragrant coconut 
rice on its own, while we enjoyed 
mixing it in to complement our 
piquant dishes. Although both dishes 
tasted fine, they were both lukewarm 
We should have received the appetiz- 
ers first, while the entrées simmered 
until they were served. 

We got our leftovers boxed up and 
decided to skip dessert and coffee in 
order to get our child to bed. 

As we got into the car | comment- 
ed, “You know, I was worried that you 
were going to burst into flames 
tonight.” He gave me a puzzled look. 
“There is so much mousse in your 
hair; | thought when you got too close 
to the candle you would ignite.” 

The magical properties of the aloe 
vera juice seemed to be working; | 
felt extremely relaxed and giddy. 
Despite a few flaws in the meal, we 
had a most enjoyable evening for 
$55 including tax and tip. Next time 
you're in a rut, I dare you to try Dara 
Thai. v 
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A live operator is waiting for your call! 

Simply ask to be connected with a specific business or 

describe the type of business you are looking for and 
) what area you want to search in! 
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ROGUE DEAD GUY ALE 
RUGl ALES, NEWPORT, OREGON, 
19.99 / 6-PACK 


What do you make of a beer that puts a 
skeleton in a beehive hat on its label? Is 
this the dead guy they're talking about? Is 


lab for testing? 
When the bottle comes from Oregon's 
Rogue Ales brewery, you can trust that 
not only will it be safe, it will be quite 
delicious. 
Rogue has made its reputation out on 
the edge, both in its marketing and its 
approach to beers. Formed in 1988, 
Rogue has mastered the technique of 
making aggressive beers that find a way 
to sell a lot. Though not well known in 
Canada, its beers are starting to creep 
into better Edmonton beer stores. 
Dead Guy Ale is a big brew. Its alcohol 
content is 6.2 per cent, with an aroma 
and body both assertive and solid. Its 
deep gold colour is quite hazy, which 
detracts from the appearance of the beer. 

Dead Guy starts malty—its malt com- 
bines complexity with a simpler, grainy 
touch—but finishes slightly sharp. Alco- 
hol is dominant, yet ends up intermingling 
with creaminess and a distinct toasti- 
ness, rounding out the rougher edges of 
the mouthfeel. © 

The beer warms without hitting you 
over the head. The completeness of the 
beer experience is striking. This is a 


THE WHISTLING KETTLE 
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on my original goal: breakfast. 


THERE WERE SEVERAL options: com- 
binations of eggs, ham, sausage, 
bacon, hash browns and toast were 
up for offer. | decided 1 was in the 
mood for French toast and bacon 
($5.99) with a side order of hash 
browns ($1.95). I was actually asked 
my preference, and I confirmed that I 
liked my bacon crispy. 

With a big smile, my hostess 
whisked my order a few feet away to 
the grill where the cook was waiting 
to get started. I paged through a book 
[ had brought along, and before I fin- 
ished reading two pages, my break- 
fast was ready. 

Three wavy slices of bacon lay adja- 
cent to four triangles of thick French 
toast. | soaked the eggy toast with copi- 
ous amounts of sticky syrup, which 
slowly spread across the plate to soak 
the bottom of the hash browns. 

The pan fries were baked, and then 
diced with their skins on, seasoned 
and fried on the griddle, reminding 
me of the ones I make at home with 
leftover potatoes. The bacon was 


Other ales pale at the 
sight of Dead Guy 


it safe to drink or should it be sent to the . 


solid beer. 

Rogue claims Dead Guy Ale is a Mai- 
bock (a light-coloured bock beer common 
in Germany), but I'm skeptical. |tis 
brewed with an ale yeast, while a Mai- 
bock is a lager. It has some of the Mai- 
bock’s qualities, but its essential 
fruitiness and other esters detract from 
the cleanliness | would expect. | also find 
the alcohol too aggressive: a Maibocks 
punch should be sneakier. 

Rogue clearly wants to push bound: 
aries with this beer. | respect that 
instinct, but prefer something a little 
more elegant in its presentation. On the 
whole, Dead Guy Ale is a beer worthy o! 
experimentation. Dead Guy's fullness will 
remind you that you're still alive. 


crispy without shattering on impact 
The French toast, soaked in syrup, 
was sweet and rich. 

While refilling my coffee mug the 
owner revealed that her family had 
only taken over the restaurant a 
month earlier. When I told her that it 
was my first visit, she burst into 
another big grin and thanked me for 
coming to try their café. She pointed 


out some of the changes unde! way 
one of the 


ould 


door was greeted with the same 
warmth and enthusiasm The tables 
slowly began to fill with the lung 
crowd, but those who had arnive ’ 
before me didn’t look like they ra 
plans to leave any time soon son 
coffee and reading in 4 comfort 
warm place seemed like the thing 

do on this chilly winter afternoon 


sipped the final few drops of my DO 
tomless cup of coffee. ! 

errands to run while I was i 
of the city, so I paid my meagre 
pushed out into the winter. 
glanced up, then back down @o" 
rest comfortably for a while jonge" 
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CHRISTOPHER THRALL / dish@vueweekly.com 


at a terrific stroke of luck: 
My new day job has access 
to nutritionists! For the first 


time in my life, | can temper my 
bounding enthusiasm for cuisine with 
legitimate dietary advice from 
licensed professionals. 

I spent my first few months getting 
acquainted with the team; then casu- 
ally asked if! could accompany two of 
these ravishing, health-conscious 
women on their next luncheon. 

Discovering our trip to Noodle 
Xtreme, the office's self-proclaimed 
‘shrimp roll expert” rode shotgun on 
our loursome’s car ride to the little 
Vietnamese place. Our expedition 
debarked in front of the floor-to-vault- 
ed-ceiling windows that faced the frigid 
parking lot of Millwoods Town Centre. 

We stepped into warm lemongrass 
aromas and the sight of Asian women 
dicing what looked like a comucopia 
Of fresh ingredients through the portal 
tothe open kitchen. In the dining area, 
Vaulted grey ceilings capped warm yel- 
low walls, which sported delicately 
Tendered Vietnamese artwork sparsely 


feat AN THE WINE Two of 
Iton's premier purveyors are offer- 
aStes of holiday bubbly for both dis- 
9 palates and certified souses 
a i Nov 30, sees deVine Wines 
f, ench Champagnes for $50, both 
ij, 99° and vintage-dated, along 
‘ome unusual food pairings. Drop 
Ti ote at info@devinewines.ca. If 
‘Ss that one, check out Bin 104 on 


scattered around the vast, open space. 

We joined the line and I checked 
out the cheerful menu posted above 
the till. Pho soup bowls were a given, 
but I considered the lists of vermicelli 
bowls and rice dishes for under $10. I 
more carefully scrutinized the entrées, 
however. The nutritionists ordered 
matching grilled chicken vermicelli 
bowls, but I stuck with my instincts 
and ordered cashew nut shrimp on 
Tice ($9.50). How I was to take advan- 
tage of the dietitians’ wise counsel 
when I wouldn't even follow their 
ordering lead, I’m not sure. 

I did listen to our shrimp roll 
expert, however, and asked that basil 
leaves be rolled into our order ($6.95). 
The only really confusing part was 
when I discovered they didn’t have 
any Xtreme (Vietnamese) coffee. Our 
friendly hostess smiled and shrugged, 
but the damage was done: not only 
were they out of a staple that simply 
must be offered by any South East 
Asian restaurant, but she was so cav- 
alier about it! I blinked away my tears 
and ordered a green tea ($1.50). We 
took our drinks to one of the few 


Wed, Dec 6, where bubbly bottles from 
the new world and old share the spotlight 
for $30 a ticket. Try info@bin104.com. 


ALOHA, BLUE PLATERS The ever-changing 
Friday night special at the Blue Plate Diner 
breaks new ground: their smoked Hawai- 
ian pork shoulder, roasted in banana 
leaves, is garnished with taro root fries 
(no, we have no idea what those are) and 
grilled pineapple. The vegetarian option is 
tofu stuffed with pineapple-and-chili sticky 
Tice with those mysterious fries. Swing by 
10145 - 104 Street on Friday night. 


Dish Weekly spills the beans on culinary 
happenings around town. Got an event,. 
an announcement or some unsubstantiat- 
ed gossip? Email dish@vueweekly.com or 
fax 426.2889. 
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unoccupied spots out of 20 or so 
tables in the busy little bistro. 


| EXPECTED ABIT of a wait for our 


orders, but they arrived pretty quickly 
as we discussed tapas restaurants in 
Barcelona. (Hell, 1 can fake having 
been anywhere.) Conversation ceased 
as we turned to our meals. 

The four shrimp rolls were densely 
packed monsters in slightly translu- 
cent wraps. Tacky to the touch, they 
begged for huge bites. After I sheared 
through the vibrant basil leaf slightly 
visible through the wrap, I turned to 
our expert and said fervently, “You 


were absolutely right.” She smiled 
knowingly through her own mouthful 

The basil added a touch of intensity to 
the otherwise mild, cool flavours of 
the wrap’s fresh contents. 

The dietitians’ vermicelli bowls 
were enormous and they were 
attacked with gusto. Their depths 
were deceiving, since the bowls were 
layered with fresh vegetables and 
fewer noodles than expected My own 
entrée came out on an oval plate, far 
less visually appealing that the others 
but with a tantalizing aroma that 
more than made up the difference 

A mound of sticky rice balanced off 
a virtual stew of cashews, shrimp and 
irregularly-cubed veggies. The whole 
seemed to deliver a black bean heat 
that took care of the ridiculous arctic 
chill that has this city by the balls 
Despite the indubitably pricey abun- 
dance of shrimp and cashews, | 
regretted not getting a vermicelli 


Looking fora fresh lunch? Usé your Noodle xtreme 


bowl—an oversight | rectified with a 
return visit later that week 

I love starting a new position 
meet a fleet of new people, I get to 
hear a host of new stories and I'm 
informed of a stack of must-try 
restaurants. On this one trip, my dis- 
appointment came from the fact that 
my dining companions couldn't order 
salads. I've heard that dietitians have 
a bizarre consumption control prac- 
tice of ordering dressing on the side 
and simply dipping their forks before 
each bite. I was sorry that I couldn’t 
confirm this urban legend for my 
legions of incredulous readers 

Noodle Xtreme is a great place to 
pick up a quick lunch for under $2 
Or an Inexpensive dinner. Their gen- 
erous portions of fresh ingredients 
tip the scales against any of their fast 
food competition Next time | go 
though, they'd better damn well have 
that coffee. v 


of the farm 
of the city! 


10310-83 Ave 


Saturdays 8am - 3pm 
Edmonton, Ab 


Open year ‘round! Lots of free parking! 
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CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 
here was some definite trepi- 
dation going on when we left 
for Lake Louise last Friday. 
The city was still recovering from a 
winter storm the night before, and Fri- 
day’s wind brought the temperatures 
a kajillion degrees below. 

But not only was this to be our first 
weekend on the slopes, it was also 
Men's World Cup weekend, and those 
things combined with some of the 
best early season conditions In a 
decade or two is what made us make 
the drive—no matter how long it 
would take 

Even though I lived in the Bow Val- 
ley for eight years, | had never actually 
taken in a World Cup race before. It 
was hard to stomach weekend crowds 
when we were used to mid-week 
bliss, but these days, being a weekend 
warrior is better than being no warmior 
at all. We got to the hill early on Satur- 
day to catch a few runs before the 
Men's Downhill started at 11:30 

We took the Glacier Quad up, 
watching the course preparations 
from the lift. Skiers were snowplow- 
ing down the course to smooth it out, 
while race officials sprayed blue paint 
down its edges. My partner James and 


*/AREA 


1 decided we'd take an easy first run 
to warm up before heading right up to 
the top. We took the green Wiwaxy to 
the blue Cameron Way, and the condi- 
tions were phenomenal—there were a 
couple of icy patches, but mostly it 
was just snow, snow, snow. 

We stuck to the front side, enjoying 
our wait for the race, mostly sticking 
to the blues and blacks off of the Top 
of the World Express, and taking in an 
impressive amount of powder turns. 
As | ambled down Steep & Flat, James 
raced ahead down a gully. When | 
looked up again, he was three to five 
metres in the air, flying off a hit at the 
top lip of the gully. From my perspec- 
tive I couldn't see his complete land- 
ing. While it didn’t look entirely 
graceful—it could have been worse— 
he landed on both feet before popping 
a binding 

We were having such a good time 
with the snow that we were a little 
sad to leave it behind to watch the 
race, but our sadness quickly dissipat- 
ed as we made our way back down 
Wiwaxy to the finish line. The excite- 
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Cowbell fever, early season powder 


ment in the air was palpable. There 
were racers and skiers with cowbells 
all over the hill. 

Spanning over a couple of hours, 
some 60 downhill racers took to the 
3 100-metre course. It was amazing 
to see them descend the whole of the 
front face in less than two minutes, as 
they started up near the Summit Plat- 
ter and came down almost to the 
base. Canadian Manuel Osborne-Par- 
adis showed promise early on in the 
race, but was outshone by Liechten- 
stien’s Marco Buechel. At 35 years of 
age, Buechel became the oldest World 
Cup Downhill winner, while Osborne- 
Paradis took silver. 

It's one thing to watch these races 
on TV; it’s quite another to see them 
live. You're there, you know how long 
the run is, and when you see them 
whiz by and hear their skis crackle 
down the course, you gain an even 
greater appreciation for the magni- 
tude of the feat. 

Halfway through the race, we 
grabbed some hot chocolate at 
Whisky Jack Lodge and sat on the bal- 
cony to watch the rest. Trees 
obscured some of the sightlines, but 
we could almost watch the racers 
come right from the top. 


RABBIT HILL / 20 
SKI STYLE / 23 
WORLD CUP / 24 


a 


THE NEXT DAY was a brisk one. Morn- 
ing temperatures were at -26 degrees, 
with a projected high of -24. But we 
had excitement to keep us warm. We 
got to the hill a little earlier, before 
nine, and it seemed that the weather 
was holding other weekend warriors 
back—which was just fine with us. 

There was excitement on the hill as 
well, as preparations for the Men’s 
Super G were in full swing. The Super 
G course is about 600 metres shorter 
than the Downhill, starting at the base 
of Summit Platter. 

Although a Canadian had taken the 
podium the day before, | don’t know 
that anybody really expected it to hap- 
pen again on Sunday. But there was 
something in the way that 22-year-old 
John Kucera—the first out of the gate— 
took control of the course. And despite 
the cold temperatures, Kucera hung 
out, watching racer after racer come 
down and not beat his time. It was 
quite the day for the Calgarian racer; 
not only did he win his first World Cup 
at home, but he also became the first 
Canadian to win at Lake Louise. When 
all of the racers were in, the crowd 
went crazy for Kucera. 

Despite all the excitement, howev- 
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rock Louise 


Photos by James Gittens 


er, we were cooling off. We needed to 
get some more hill time to warm up 
After the race, we headed out to the 
back side, taking the Grizzly Express 
Gondola, Our legs were a little 
fatigued from the day before, so We 
took the green Pika all the way down 
to the Larch chair. With the temple 
tures, the snow was a little more hard 
packed, but the visibility was bettel 
We'd had a hellish run down Pika ol 
Saturday that was plagued by the flat 
test light imaginable, so it was nce q 
be able to see and gain enough s°* 
to propel us over the flats. 

The view from Larch chair was, 
always, stupendous. A thick layet : 
glistening snow beckoned from ia 
ple Bowl, but a hike up there o . 
the Elevator Shaft was not in! 
cards for our tired legs and boul 
Instead, we stuck to the blues, ma 
ing down Wolverine, Bobca 
Larch from top to bottom with 
stopping. 

Bah it was cold and the snow 
starting to fly, so we headet g 
over to the front. Our cold" ww 
Ptarmigan forced the sae 
inevitable decision on us- |! wee 
to start making the drive bac 
Edmonton. ¥ 


out of binaeia: 


ski & snowboard 
6604-104 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta 
780.434,3829 


= _ NEW K2 TWIN TIPS, 
q Airs SKIS IN STOCK! 


Miller goes Off the Grid 


without many boarders + PLUS 2007'S IN STOCK HOW! 


HART GOLBECK / hart@vueweokly.com 


arren Miller's annual ski 
film debut at the Jubilee last 
Friday played to a full 


house, and, as usual, there were 
dozens of ski resort booths set up in 
the lobby showing off their latest and 
greatest features. 

(This year the resorts shared a pri- 


TART GOLBECK / hart@vueweokly.com 


u 

it co $119, you get your first four 

licket (4 S free and you save $15 per 

Dest, {E Test Of the season. The 
Part is you can mix and match the 


*/ALM 


dle of a 75-metre cliff jump, skier 
Jamie Pierre rotated headfirst and 
plunged into the snow. Rescuers had 
to dig him out and I’m sure that 


these resorts this card gets you a 50 
per cent savings. These cards are 
available at Mac’s stores so you can 
pick one up a soon as possible. v 


= Giro 
“‘norama Mountain Village and © 
Kicking Horse Resort have Protec ; 
= teamed up to offer a discount DaKine 
Unlike the other mountain resort _ two resorts. Bottom line is if you are Nixon 
S this one has the savings up _ planning on two weekends at either of 


Snowboards - Skateboards 


mary theme: “We have awesome snow _ breathing must have been a problem. Burton 
conditions, the bestin 20 yearsand we _ After all was said and done, Pierre has Ride 
are opening early.” Definitely the best _ the best quote of the film, declaring, “I 
news you can give to boarders and _ hope that was a record because I’m Forum 
skiers as they enter a ski movie.) never doing that again.” Lib Tech 
One of the highlights of this year's The rest of the footage is breathtak- 
Screening was a 12-minute trailer fea- ing and humorous at times, but I do Gnu 
turing Castle Mountain, Since this have one criticism: the producers Option 
movie is showing throughout North seem to focus too much on the ath- p 
America and Europe, however, I’m _letes and not enough on the resort or Jeenyus 
worried that soon Castle will no terrain, so the ski shots and very few 
longer be our hidden gem. But since —_ boarder shots end up being snippets DC 
there are no accommodations of a __ without really featuring the area. Most 32 
mega resort, we need not fear—fora _ of the athletes are American and the 
little while yet. connection didn’t seem to be there. Vans 
Miller's Off the Grid crew skied But there’s nothing like a Miller film Volcom 
and boarded in places like Kicking _ for some extreme adventure footage, 
Horse, Alaska and Big Sky, Montana, however, and there is a section in this Analog 
and there was a snowball fight in year’s film where a couple of guys ski B by Burton 
Japan—which I'm not sure really fits through avalanches. And, of course, 
Na ski movie. I'm not a boarder but __ there were plenty of chest deep pow- Special Blend 
my kids and friends are, and I think der shots to gratify the powhounds. Four Square 
they felt a little disappointed with the In the end an appreciative crowd wen g 
lack of snowboarding in the two-hour headed for the exits dreaming of Quiksilver ' 
Snow sport film, their own powder shots—not so Nikita 
F unlikely considering the local snow ‘ 
BUT THERE WERE definitely some stel- _ conditions. Section ’ 
lar moments. Somewhere in the mid- Sweet dreams. w Anon ? 
be) 
Electric 
Spy 
Panorama and Kicking Creda . 
Horse hitch up for discounts — oakley 7 | 
RED : 


+ Easy Rider 4211-106 Street Edmonton, AB 780-413-4554 www.theeasyrider.com 
——e = oe ae ay 
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PLUS CHECK OUT 


WWW.FSGIRLS.CA 


All about 


year, be sure to get what 
YOU want for Christmas, shop at 


SOW: 
re 


cer 
ss of 15%-50% off skis, 
vboards, clothing and 
accessories. 
Sale runs Dec. 1-10/06. 


ALL ‘05-'06 
MERCHANDISE 
NOW OVER 


libtech 
gnu 
stepchild 


many more! 


OUTER WEAR 


special blend 
4 square 

686 

sepia 


White Rabbit a good 
sign for local riders 


HART GOLBECK / hart@vueweekly.com 

ust like their new commercial 

advertises, I took the new Anthony 

Henday freeway out to Rabbit Hill 
ast weekend. And yes, it’s an awe- 
some connector without a lot of traffic 
... thanks Ralph. It was a quick trip. 
From-the Henday, I just turned south 
at Terwillegar and followed the signs. 

Like all of the hills in Alberta, Rab- 
bit Hill has been blessed with an 
incredible early snowfall. All the wel- 
come snow has put them a month 
further ahead than previous years, 
including saving them money that 
would normally have been spent on 
snow guns blasting through the night. 
In fact, operations staff expect they 
will be able to stop making snow by 
the start of December—a first for the 
hill. By comparison, last year the t-bar 
didn’t open until Dec 2. This year, they 
had it open by Nov 9. 

Snow quality is even better. The 
usual early season icy patches and 
boilerplate created by varying temper- 
atures and lack of snow are nowhere 
to be found. Instead there’s powder, 
packed powder and more powder. 
According to operations staff here, 


they will have the entire hill and the _ 


terrain park open as of this article 


) E Ghris+mags Sale 
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coming out. 


THE DAY 1 VISITED, it was -24 dcorees 
and the chair was closed due to wind 
chill safety reasons. Nonetheless 
mini park was open and there were 
dozens of diehards out grinding or 
seven rails, six jumps, a gap jump ani 
a wall. Not a bad ensemble {or an 
early season mini park 

On the other side of the hill, the |- 
was running. The incredible snow 
ditions and lack of riders really 
to temper the frustration of having to 
warm up every couple of runs 

Once the main terrain park opens it 
will feature the regular c-rails, fun 
boxes and big air hits, but for the sec- 
ond consecutive year, there will be n¢ 
halfpipe. You certainly can't blame 
them—the manpower, equipment and 
snow required to build and maintaina 
pipe is beyond any local resort's pock 
etbook, and in the end there are ust: 
ally only a few takers when it comes 
to jumping in. Don’t forget your brain, 
buckets because helmets are manda 
tory in the park. And yes, this policy's 
strictly enforced. 

Rabbit Hill is also home to a vel) 
successful ski-racing club. If you liave 
a youngster who is interested in © 
ing then Sun, Dec 3 would be a god 
day to check the club out The hills 
hosting a camp called “Live outs 
the Box—Rookie Camp” from 10 
pm. Kids the ages of five to !0 geld 
free lift ticket and a bit of coaching 
After mastering some basic race tech 
niques, they'll take a run down 
course, followed by some giveaWals 
(You can call lan Pain at 780 435.2708 
or email him at metrodco@ shaw 
for more information.) If you want lt 
see some of the more ©XP 
racers, you'll have to 8° do 
Decl6 - 17 for the Rabbit Hill Op" 

Rabbit Hill is not only casi!) 
sible by car. On weekends {nert™ 
buses running from ¢1g 
locations in and around 
like Heritage Mall, Sherwo 
St Albert. At $8 for a return” id 
price seems right. You can ¢ am 
www.rabbithill.com for more inte 


erient® 
wi on 


od Parka 
n tickel® 


= ae pystii ost 
tion on Rabbit Hill’s seaso” y : 
ming, bus service and more 


780.424.3997) = snow volleylodge + 119 st off whitemud dr. * www.snowye 


ider@snowvalley.ab.ca # @ 


NOVEMBER 30 - DECEMBER 6, 2006 


2 wwew 


SNOW ZONE. 


00k, lock and load 


gop BARBARICH / bobbi@vueweekly.com 

reestyle skiing may look cool but the 

tougher your tricks, the more you can 

maim. Knees and ankles take a truckload 
of abuse on rails and pipes. Shock absorption 
and elasticity are crucial for great performance 
and safety in ski bindings, but are often over- 
looked by manufacturers. However, binding 
manufacturer Look has led the way to safe take- 
offs and clean landings for many years, and the 
px series is no exception. ? . 

The Look PX 12 binding line has a DIN 
range of 3.5 - 12, meeting the needs of interme- 
diate skiers to aggressive experts. Look is the 
only company with Full Drive 180 degree toe 
release technology, meant to protect your knee 
and ankle joints in mogul marrings and fero- 
cious falls. 

The Look PX12 line also has AFD technolo- 
gy—an anti-friction device that allows you to 
slide out of the binding sideways without 
twisting. Look’s torsional stiffness means less 
mess between the boot and binding for potent 
power transfer to the snow. The Dual Action III 
toe piece has reinforced housing, improving 
structural integrity. The torsion bar interface 
provides tightened torsional rigidity for radical 
response. Titanium and composite construc- 
tion yield precise power transmission and 
buoyant agility. 


THE PX12 JIB binding has mounting platforms | 
with three-mm shock absorbers for a sweet, soft | = : \ . 
cushion, coaxing you smoothly through rail |p) m & ' 

siomps and transitions. The Jib binding holds = 7 

hard against rails because the raised heel allows cc 

for solid heel retention. The exclusive heel cup << | LOOK PX12 BINDINGS 
provides the most elastic travel available oo 

(25mm), making the ski safe and trick-tolerant. 

The PX 12 Ti Jib Wide Brake binding is for use 

with twin tips and powder skis. Heelpiece lateral Rodman would envy. 


arms are down-angled for pumped up pressure 
to ski edge. Forward pressure is increased, 
which expertly enhances the boot-binding inter- 
face. Energy transmission is pinnacle in this 
year's bindings, creating relentless rebounds 


Look’s PX12 technology leads the industry for 
high quality, reliable, secure ski bindings. Look 
bindings will keep you locked when you need to 
stay put, and safely release when you've got to 
get out. v 


U A CHANCE TO 


Two D YS SKIING «1 Zao 


MARMOT BASIN 


SKIUNGSASPER COM 


_ JASPER PIZZA PLACE 
A PAIR OF HEAD MOJO SKIS 
VALUED AT $500 courtesy or © 


TO WIN SEND YouR 
NAME DAYTIME 
PHONE NUMBER AND 
A LIFT TICKET FROM 
ANY HILL FROM THIS 
SEASON OR LAST 


= PRIZE MUST HE 
ACCEPTED AS AWARDED 


PORTIONS OF PRIZE MUST 
RE REDEEMED BEFORE THE 
END OF 2006 


www.bigwhite.com 
1-800-663-2772 


A SILVERSTAR 


my mountain 
www.Skisilverstar.com 
1-800-663-4431 
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ALWEN TOLLE CUCLE 
6945-75s¢ 465.3863 


WE STERN ADV. ANTAGE 


BED & BRE AKFAST PACKAGE 


YOUR NATURAL ( 4 NUGE 
Our Special Western Advan = Ss E L E C, t I oO N 


package combines comforta 
accommodation with a hearty 
to start your day - simply can 


$55. 50 per person : 


(until December 21, 2006) 


$77.75 per person 


(Dec. 22 to Jan. 02) 


$57.65 per person 4 


(Jan. 03 - Feb. 09) 


Subject to availability - Based on double 
occupancy on atrium type rooms - - Taxes apply. Be 
Two night minimum stay between Dec. 22 & Jan. 02. am 


1800._661.64 27 
N SAWRIDGEJASPER.COM “i ey 


Can’t get your kids to leave home. 


BUY A SKI PACKA 
Per person, per night (plus Sar person, Ger vightiphistaeaaya kee aa 


based on 2 adults ( 


PACKAGE INCLUDES: 


STARTING AT $ 


e A room with two queen beds 

e One adult ski pass for a full day of skiing in 
the Canadian rockies at one of these 
amazing ski resorts: SUNSHINE, LAKE 
LOUISE or NORQUAY 

e Free Continental Breakfast 

e Three story waterslide e Hot tub 


1402 Bow Valley Trail, Canmore, Alberta T1W 1N5 
Toll Free 1.888.678.4656 
Local 1.403.609.4656 
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ANIE BY CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD; CAMO JACKET BY BARRACKS; PANTS BY MIRO (UNITED CYCLE) 
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Panorama 


Snowboards - Skateboards 


Ski Right 


Mountain Villa 


* All properties are equipped with a 
fireplace, microwave, 
dishwasher, fridge, stove, TV, DVD, 
stereo, patio and gas bbq. 
« It only makes sense to enjoy your 
worry-free winter get-a-way at Pan- 
orama with High Country Properties! 


'1-800-6 


To Your Door! Atte 


65-1801 


www.highcountryproperties.com 
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D CONDITION 


REPORT 


Local 

Rabbit Hill — Bem base, 12cm new snow in the past 7 days all fits and runs open 
Snowe Valley —60em base, 10cm of new snow. al lifts and runs open 

Sunridge — 60cm basa, 21cm of new snow in the past 7 days, 4 runs and 4 lifts open 


Alberta 

Sunshine — 10cm base, 34cm of snow in the past 7 days, 11 lifts and 81 runs open 

Lek Louise — 83-127em base, 42cm of snow in the past 7 days, all bits and 116 runs open 
£.0.P— Them base, 20cm of new snow in the past 6 days 

Fortress — Opening date TBA 

Marmot/ Jasper — 74cm base, 66cm of new snow in the past 13 days. al lifts open 
Nakiska — Opens Dec. 9 

Mt Norquay — 35cm base, 25cm af snow in the past 7 days, opens Dec. 2 

Castle Mt— 63-150 em base, 100cm of new snow in past 7 days, opens full time, Dec. 18 
Tawatinaw — 12cm of new snow, ski hill open Saturday and Sunday, 10:00am — 4:00pm 


B.C. 


Silver Star — 109em base, 6 lem of new snow in the past 7 days, 5/12 lifts and 23/112 runs open 
Big White — 98cm base, S7em of new snow in the past 7 days, 2/16 lifts and 15/118 runs open 
Apex — 80cm base, 3 lifts, 22 trails open 

Sun Peaks — 93cm base, 47cm of new snow in the past 7 days, 9/12 lifts and 86/121 trails open 
Femie — Opens Dec. 9 

Kimberley — Opens Dec. 16 

Panorama — 75em base, Gem of new snow in the past 2 days, opens Dec. 8 

Fairmont — Opens Dec. 15 

Kicking Horse — 135¢m base, 60cm of new snow in the past 7 days, opens full time Dec. 15 

Red Mt. —Opens Dee. 1 with 2 lifts, the whole mountain opens Dec. 8 

Whitewater/ Nelson — 128em base, 47cm of new snow in the past 3 days, opens full time Dec. 9 
Powder Springs — Opening soon 

Mt Washington — 170cm basa, no new snow in past 2 days, 7 lifts open e 
Powder King — 120cm base, opens Dec. 8 

Whistler/ Blackcomb — 15em base, 62cm of new snow in the past 7 days, 10 lifts open 


U.S.A. 


Big Mt.— 92cm base, 77em of new snow in the past 7 days, opens Dec. 1 

49 North — 152em base, 25em of new snow in the past 2 days, opens Dec. 2 

Mt Spokane — 97-157em base, 40 cm of new snow in the past 5 days, all lifts and 33 trails open 
Big Sky — 62cm base, 12em of new snow in the past 7 days, opens Dec. 2 

Schweitzer Mt 157em base, 93em of new snow in the past 7 days, 6 lifts and 31 runs open 
Lookout Pass — 115m base, 35cm of new snow in the past 2 days, al lifts and runs are open 
Silver Mt Resort — 150em base, Sem of snow in the past 2 days, all lifts and 73 trails open 
Crystal Mt. — No new snow, opening next weekend 

Great Divide — 30em base, opens Dee. 1 < 

Sun Valley — 43cm base, 25cm of new snow in the past 3 days, 4 runs open 


All conditions accurate as of Nov. 29, 2006 


4211-186 


St. 413-4554 


Edmonton. Alberta 


www.TheEasyRider.com 


Canada captures World 
Cup gold and silver 


HART GOLBECK / hart@vueweekly.com 

ur Canadian World Cup team 

started the year with flying col- 

ors this past weekend at Lake 
Louise. On Sat, Nov 25, Vancouver's 
Manuel Osborne-Paradis captured sil- 
ver in the Men's Downhill. Not to be 
outdone, Calgary's John Kuceta grabbed 
the gold in the Super G on Sunday. 

Coincidentally (or maybe not), John 
and Manuel are roommates and the 
previous day’s excitement may have 
really had an impact on Kucera. He 
was the first man down the mountain 
and then nervously watched as every 
following racer fell by the wayside. 
Kucera is only 22 years old and this 

is the first time he’s cracked the top 
10 in a World Cup event. It is also the 
first time in 17 years that a Canadian 
has won a race on home turf. There's 
something to be said for home-field 
advantage because in a post-race 
interview, ‘Kucera noted that the 
course had similar gate settings to a 
NoraAm race held years ago on the 


More fitness tips to beat 
the first day kinks 


=|SKI TIPS 


COLIN CATHREA 
a colin@yueweekly.com 


It happens to all of us. We train a little 
here, a little there ... then after that first 
day of skiing, you feel all those muscle 
groups you neglected over the summer. If 
you haven't already, now is the time to 
really focus on getting your skiing mus- 
cles back into condition. On the heels of 
last week's fitness column, I've added a 
few of my own suggestions to help you 
prepare for all the great snow that's been 
hitting the West Coast. 

No matter how much training you do, 
you can never really get away from the 
first day kinks. However, by training you 
do eliminate a great deal of aches and 
pains and prevent unnecessary injuries 
from occurring. First, you need to under- 
stand that you can condition the muscles 
in addition to strengthen them. Far too 
often people strengthen muscles, but for- 
get that without the conditioning your 
muscles will only perform for a short peri- 
od of time. Try following some of these 
tips on exercises you can do at home or in 
the gym. 


LEGS 


You can always do traditional squats and 
leg presses, but try walking lunges up a 
hill or stationary jumping lunges. Try two 
sets of 10 to 20 lunges on each leg. Do 
not forget about the hamstrings. These 
are your knee protector muscles. Simple 
leg curls will do the trick, but try doing 
slightly heavier weight one day (two sets 
of 10 to 12 repetitions) and lighter weight 


~ two key areas, but you should also ple 


*|RACING 


same slopes and this gave hirn « 
dence in attacking the line. v 


Nie 


on the other (two sets of 20 to 25 repeli- 
tions). This variety will be best for your 
muscles. The legs are obviously vely 
important, but your core muscles are the 
next most important area to condition 


CORE 
The core muscles are your abdominals 
and lower back region. Try sitting with 
your feet hooked under a chair and yout 
knees bent. Next, sit back slightly until 
you feel your stomach-area (abdominal 
tighten up slightly. As you remain \n this 
position rotate your shoulders and, keer 
ing both hands together, try to reach Will 
your arms for the floor on ane side, tel 
rotate and reach for the floor on the allel 
side. Keep up this motion, trying for (Wi 
sets of 10 to 25 on each side Remems 
to breathe and not hold your breath. Ths 
will really strengthen your core section 
but continue to do crunches, 4b exercise 
and trunk circles. 

Keep in mind that you must rain the 


pare your arms, shoulders and cardiole 
cular system as well. A regular sched 
of exercise (minimum three (1 
week) will contribute to bette’ skip 
formance, less injury and quicker (e 
ery. Along with the exercises, YOU sha 
invest equal time in stretching you" : 
Flexibility is key to the movemell 
those conditioned muscles. Mate am 
effort to run, walk uphill, bike and (ow 
optimal conditioning. There are | 
of training techniques 2° P 
could list, but these are the basis : 
any time you need more informatc’ 
subject just email me. And ! a 
talk with your doctor about any © 
you should not exercise oF condition 
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SNOW ZONE 


.. and this little piggy stayed warm 


400! BANBARICH / bobbi@vueweek!y.com 

fcold are keeping you women off the 

snow, < your heels for the designers at 

ange. Lange has set a precedent for all 
frosty feet with the Exclusive boot featuring 
down-filled liners. 

with these crafty compartments of fine 
feathers Wrapped around your tiny toes, you 
too can play in the powder. But are you wor- 
ried these little bunnies will look like pudgy 
uffins on your boards? Pfft! The down is in 
Petite pockets and fit your feet similarly to 
fr at-mouldable foam—only warmer. 

Lange wants the ladies to be as comfortable 
as possible, so the Exclusive boot also has a 
new shell. The boot remains a performance fit, 
put it’s built slightly wider than other models 
and is suitable for everything from the back- 
country to the park. 


|NTERMEDIATE 10 advanced skiers who've been 
around the mountain will appreciate the precise 
power transmission from these nimble numbers, 
and all grrls will love the women-specific design. 
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LANGE EXCLUSIVE 


These boots are designed to accommodate 
the unique balance and weight distribution of 
the female sex. Five millimetre heel lifts urge 
you slightly forward to initiate the skis—like 
tiny stilettos but way more comfy. In addition, 
the cuff is made to snugly fit your lower and 
daintier gastrocnemius and soleus muscles, 
complementing your come-hither calves like 
no unisex boot could dream. 

Need to make an adjustment but it’s gotta be 
a quickie? The cuff also has a spinner for easy 
adjustment without the help of an allen key. In 
addition to these fine features, the Exclusive 
tops it all off with rubber-coated, micro- 
adjustable buckles so you can easily define, 
even with mitted fingers, exactly where that ol’ 
boot needs to be, 

There's no need to get all sentimental about 
your old boots when you can send them pack- 
ing and go Exclusive with Lange. vw 


start here 
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3006 ‘French style’ 


www.unitedcycle.com 
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oryoum purchase! 
see in-store for details 


Dominant is a 


BOBS! BARBARICH / bobbi@vueweokly.com 
k, so you probably know Burton has 
Oxi some seérious flak for the 
Dominant board—and how it lacked 
dominance. But Burt wants you back, so he’s 
made some changes. 

Burton added a new lock ‘n’ load Park Fly 
Il wood core, pumping up the pop. The core 
is dense wood in high impact areas with less 
Weight in the elliptical tips and tails to opti- 
mize swing weight. 

This core contour has thinner sections of 
wood between your feet for fantastic flex and 
tremendous torsion. Your feet feel more inde- 
pendent and less like they're stuck toa 
board. The flex is forgiving, and lets you 


mould and spring off rails like Tigger on 
steroids. 


THE DOMINANT ALSO has a completely cen- 
tred stance, so riding switch and regular is 
exactly equal. Dependable Infinite Ride con 
struction makes for consistent hits the entire 
season. 


mean mistress 
= |BURTON DOMINANT 


The new sidewalls also have tv, 
edges, easy to cut and to reduce a 
ton kept Dualzone edge grain « on 
wherein the heel and toe €dge grain runs 
perpendicular to the rest of the wood grain 
This edging enhances durability on the rails 
and ups the ante for big tricks. The three- 
degree base bevel makes a jack in your jib 
impossible 

More stable and highly sensitive, the 2007 
Dominant will have you tagging terrain 
ieaving nothing but tears in your wake 

Despite the improvements, the Burton 
Dominant performs poorly in powder and is 


ana 


id 
only decent on the piste. This is strictly a park 
board. No hot-chocolaters allowed 

If you spend your days on the rails, the 
Dominant will make you just that. w 
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SNOW WHITE AND THE SEVEN GNOMES OF CHRISTMAS / 28 XSi 


VISUAL ARTS: COWBOYS AND INDIANS (AND METIS?)/29 AER 


Jamie skate 
the night 
fantastic 
DIRTY LAUNDRY 


JOEL SEMCHUK 
dirtylaundry@vweweekly.com 


UIE-NAOTY 


hings aren't so good for Coach Rollie 
Buzz” Doobie as his team faces the 
Montréal Canadiens. His job's precari- 
usness, being broke from bad bets and 
is tight bandana tie all weighed heavily. 

And then Doobie had to inform 
wayne Minsky that, with Oogachakka 
ijured and Captain Capilano mysteri- 
usly vanished, he was depending on 
Ainsky. 

"It's all about you tonight, Dwayne.” 
ut Dwayne was a little nervous, so 
ney made Minsky some theme music 

Minsky’s situation was soon all over 
he wire. When Dr Beuno Excellente 
appeared on PuckJive, Skeets asked 
nim if he could work his pharmaceutical 
magic on “The Good One.” 

Beuno pointed out that Minsky was- 
1't there when they lost the Stanley Cup 
o the Canadiens last year, so in effect 
Minsky was “like a puppy that hasn't 
et been whacked in the face with a 
jewspaper.” Good thing Dr Excellente 
hinks so; Minsky and reporter Stumpy 
Noods decided to beat the crap out of 
sach other over lousy Minsky coverage 

Meanwhile, team owner Diane tight- 
sned her medallion belt around her 
ube dress and rehired Jamie Majors 
Sapilano. Whether it had anything to 
Jo with Jamie being present whenever 
Jiane works out her bets, well ... this 
‘ime Doobie convinced Diane to bet 
averything on the team’s only account 
2d-for player. 

And through all this tribulatior 
sky rose to the challenge and trounced 
he Die-Hards’ old rival 6 (or 7?) te 
sothing. After the first period, Chery 
Dogachakka joined t f 
ihe shower, perhap 
to score short-handed. After the second 
period, Jamie joined Minsky in the 
locker room; she brought him a 
stroked his face, nplit i 
stick. During all pe Dr Exce 
medicated Diane aFi0US V and 
at several venue 

At the victory party fetemerde 
cried, Dr Excellent and Diane snucl 


have lot 


allowing Minsky 
sHOWIAG IV ’ 


Jamie snuck 6 go figure skating 
amie used to be a figure skater anc 
Minsky followed her career. They skat 


ed, danced and sang of flying a 
The team should be more rec 
by next week. wv 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 

t might be set in 1970s Mississip- 
I pi, and it might revolve around 

an attempted murder and illicit 
affair—among quite a few other 
repressed-Southern-woman tropes— 
but in Beth Henley's Crimes of the 
Heart, Studio Theatre might have 
picked the perfect play for its 2007 
BFA class, according to cast member 
Amanda Lisman. 

“| think it’s relatable to a lot of dif- 
ferent family dynamics, but it defi- 
nitely seems typical of what happens 
when you get a group of women 
who are close together—the laugh- 
ing, then crying, all of it,” says Lis- 
man with a laugh, before calling out 
her fellow female ‘07 grads. 

“There are seven girls in this pro- 
gram, and we're around each other 
all the time, so you can definitely see 
situations like these come up. We 
know a lot of each other's histories 
and foibles and things, and we know 
when to draw them up at just the 
right moment, too.” 

The play particularly centres 
around the relationship of three sis- 
ters, Lenny (Advah Soudack), Meg 
(Lisman) and Babe (Tracy Leigh 
Campbell), who come together 
when Babe makes the papers by 
shooting her husband, a well-to-do 
state senator, because she “didn’t 
like his looks.” 


Fringe lottery and new festival director 
announced from the Next Act with love 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 
t's a testament to either the 
] determination or the desperation 
of Edmonton’s theatre communi- 
ty that they filled the Next Act Pub on 
last Monday, braving weather that 
surely makes any rational person 
onsider relocating, just to find out 
exactly who gets a spot in next year’s 
edition of the Edmonton Internation- 
al Fringe Festival 
Of course, before it got down to 
what the actors and writers gathered 
cared about—and make no mistake 
they were there pretty much solely 
for the local draw, with the 
announcements and draws for 
youth, international and national 
shows getting pretty much roundly 
ignored, despite the presence of fes- 
tival favourite Dancing Man on the 
microphone—the Fringe had some 
pretty important business to take 
care of, in the form of announcing 
their new festival director. 
Thomas Scott is the man who got 
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CRIMES OF THE HEART 
DIRETED BY KIM MCCAW 

WITTEN BY BETH HELEY 

STARRING TRACY LEIGH CAMPBELL 

AGA SOUDACK. AMANDA LISMA, 

TATE BATEMAN, DARREN DOWNS, Ben MOR 
STUDIO THEATRE (U OF A CAMPUS), B-§20 


Babe’s elephant in the kitchen 
gives way to the skeletons in the 
closet throughout the family, from 
Meg’s failed singing career to 
Lenny’s inability to find love. 


FOR LISMAN, the character of Meg, a 
maneater who leaves her small town 
to follow her dreams, hits particular- 
ly close to home. Though she might 
not share her character's propensity 
for ripping through men, Lisman 
came to the U of A’s drama program 
from Victoria, where she was a rising 
star in the local theatre scene. 

She knows, then, the trepidation 
that can come with leaving a place 
where you've already made a name 
for yourself to try and make your 
mark elsewhere—and she's got a 
fairly unique insight on how you 
might feel if it didn’t work out for you 
in the end. Because of that, Lisman’s 
got a fair bit of sympathy for Meg, 
even if she doesn’t want her own life 
to look anything like hers. 

“She's definitely a troubled soul, 


PREVUE 


2 FRINGE 


tapped to replace Miki Stricker, who 
left to pursue pastures of a different 
colour in Toronto. Incidentally, Scott 
comes to Edmonton from New York 
by way of Toronto, with some pretty 
extensive experience in helping man- 
age the New York Fringe Festival. 

He seemed a bit steamrolled by 
everything that was going on around 
him, but in fairness he had only been 
in town for two days, not enough 
time to find a decent winter jacket, 
never mind a place to live. He spoke 
with an earnest excitement about 
taking the reigns of the Fringe, 
though, calling it his “big break.” 


“T'S DEANITELY A bit surreal. 1 know | 


have to put on the right face and say 
the right things right now, but I still 
can’t quite believe that it’s happened,” 
he said with a distant look in his eyes. 


dealing with what life is throwing at 
her, and trying not to be weak,” she 
explains. “But there’s also this 
aspect of coming to grips with seri- 
ous failure. 

“I certainly understand not being 
completely satisfied with the small 
town life, with dreaming big and try- 
ing to do something about those 


What he's looking forward to the 
most, he explained, is the chance to 
work for a huge, world-renowned 
festival that still strives, and suc- 
ceeds, in taking care of its artists. 

“The Fringe is unique, in that it’s 
established, but it still has this very 
grassroots feel. It’s a big, mammoth 
thing that still stays true to its mandate, 
to make life easy on the artists, and I 
think that’s the best thing about it.” 

They also announced the theme 
for this year's Fringe, the James 
Bond-inspired “007 Live and Let 
Fringe.” And the posters look sleek. 

As for what kind of content can be 
expected, several big names got into 
the top 50 who are guaranteed spots. 
James Hamilton and Collin Doyle's 40 
Foot Theatre—which won the duo the 
most recent Sterlings for Outstanding 
Fringe Show and Outstanding Fringe 
New Work for Nighthawk Rules—will 
once again be appearing, as will 2003 
Sterling winner Pony Productions. 

Other notable names on the list 
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dreams,” Lisman continues. "So to 
play someone who has these greal 
expectations and has to accept 
they're not going to happen is a very 
interesting place to go. You have to 
find out what you would do if every- 
thing you hope for was lost, which 
you don’t really think about very 
much.” ¥ 


include the always-popular Matt 
Alden and Linda Wood Edwards, 
whose play Spring Alibi was a‘! 
away hit in 2005 here and last sum 
mer in Washington, DC 
Several big names also got on the 
waiting list and have an outside shot 
of getting in, although they'll likely, 
need a bit of grace or some benevo- 
lent friends to find a spot Blame} 
Productions, winner of two Sterling 
(director Wayne Paquette and actol 
John Sproule) in 2005 for Afterpiay 
and no doubt in the running for a'°" 
more with The Christian Brothe!s, vil 
be crossing their fingers, aS will Be, 
ple-award-winner Trunk Thealt a 
popular sketch comedy shows Gol 
don’s Big Bald Head and Scratch a 
BYOV and outdoor shows wil 5 
named in the new year, s° all i 
left off might have a second Ié = 
summer life, and that time shot ‘ 
also see the return of festival ™ 
stays such as Guys in Disgu!** a 
ACME Productions. ¥ 
a 


SHERRY DAWN KNETTLE / sherry@vueweekly.com 
lassical Indian dance is, by its 
§ nature, a beautiful and ornate 
art form. The dancer wears a 
vivid, colourful costume with decora- 
tive patterns woven into the fabric. Her 
ankles, wrists and hair are adorned 
with jewelry and bells, and her bold 
and beautiful makeup includes pat- 
terns painted on her hands and feet. 
Her movement is as ornate as her 
costume. She gracefully rotates, bends 
and stretches her torso and arms to 
perform a series of mudras, or hand 
gestures, that help her tell a story. She 
Works closely with live musicians who 
Play drums and sing rhythmically as 
she stamps her feet on the floor in 
fomplex rhythms that accelerate into 
an explosion of movement. 
: Her performance is stunning, beau- 
tiful and dramatic, but it requires years 
Ol training to master the dance form. 
One of Canada’s first classical Indi- 


ew Opportunities for her to 
Ve a full-time career. Bakht decided 
3 a law degree, and as she did, 
A Ontinued to perform occasionally 
Thakkar and her company. 
Fun One of her stints with 
:. Bakht met Shobana Jeyas- 
* © had an Indian contempo- 
Besingh company in London. 
ees invited Bakht to join her 
ri and Bakht jumped at the 
unity. She spent three years in 
here she immersed herself 
Porary Indian dance, later 
‘O Canada to teach law and 


Contem, 
ing 


Indian dance goes 
Bakht to the future 


Mets Fl ECT & SA DEC2(8 Pl) 
—) 
TRIPTY 


= ELF 
= AND OTHER DANCES 


BY NATASHA BAKHT 
tsi THEATRE (10046 - 156 STREEN), 


continue her work in contemporary 
Indian dance. 

This weekend (Dec 1 & 2) Bakht 
brings her own brand of contempo- 
rary Indian dance to Edmonton. The 
work, Triptych Self and Other 
Dances, is a series of solo dances 
created by Bakht and three choreog- 
raphers. 


THERE ARE NO colourful saris, elabo- 


rate jewelry or live musicians in 
Bakht's performance, however. Her 
costumes are simplified and under- 
statedly beautiful, her movement 
clean and strong. 

She dances to sounds that range 
from electroacoustic Japanese music 
with cross-rhythms to French baroque 
to jazz-inspired Indian music with a 
reversed rhythmic cycle. Her work has 
even inspired a band, Autorickshaw, 
comprised of musicians who stayed 
together after she gathered them 
together to create music for her. 

Bakht's creative freedom allows her 
to draw on whatever influences she 
needs to express her concepts, but 
she points out that her work is neither 
a fusion nor a conscious blending of 
cultures and styles. 

She says that the different elements 
she uses influence one another, and 
that her body's history influences her 
movement and creative choices. “The 
history of the body reveals the differ- 
ent elements,” she says. 

“Each of the pieces is quite differ- 
ent,” she adds, but they have one 
thing in common. “In classical dance, 
one works within a set of rules. We've 
moved beyond that format. We create 
the rules now.” ¥ 


Two public presentations by the 
* artists in FAR AND WIDE 

at the 

Art Gallery of Alberta 

followed by a moderated 
discussion presented in 
association with the 

Alberta Society of Artists 


David Alexander 
and 

John Hartman 
with 

Gilbert Bouchard 


Thursday, December 7, 7 pm 
ial presentation tak 


place at the Art Gallery of Alberta 


FREE 


GALLERY OF ALBERTA 


2 Sir Winston Churchill Square 422- 


NOW RECRUITING 


Have you ever wanted a career where you can make 
a difference in your life and the lives of others? 


The Edmonton Police Service is currently looking for people with the right attitude and 
qualifications to join its team. If you want to play an integral part in your community — and 
change your world — apply today! 


The Edmonton Police Service, an accredited police agency, is an internationally recognized 
leader in innovative policing and an equal opportunity employer. 


Upcoming Information Sessions 


Tuesday, December 12, 2006 at 07:00 pm 
Police Headquarters, 9620 - 103A Avenue 


Tuesday, January 09, 2007 at 07:00 pm 
Police Headquarters, 9620 - 103A Avenue 


Space is limited! To register, please call 780.421.2233, or toll-free 1.866.777.0815. 


Edmonton Police Service 
Now Recruiting 


joinEPS.ca 
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Oh, you're a mean 
one, Mr Schmidt 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 

know few people who seem to 
I take such sick, gleeful pleasure 

in hating on Christmas as Trevor 
Schmidt. | mean, I'm as loathe about 
the saccharine, corporate affair as 
any secular cynic, but even Schmidt 
admits that, when it comes to his 
dislike for the holiday, he might actu- 
ally need some professional help. 

“Christmas carols make my ears 
bleed; Christmas shoppers are the 
dumbest, fattest, standing-in-the- 
middle-of-the-aisle morons in the 
world and about the last thing I want 
to do is spend time with my family in 
a closed space, let alone time with 
someone else’s family,” spits 
Schmidt, barely even taking a breath. 
“1 just don’t see the point of dragging 
out a fucking tree and getting pine 
needles on my carpet for just another 
goddamn day of the year.” 

It’s stating the obvious, then, to 
point out that Christopher Durang’s 
Mrs Bob Cratchit’s Wild Christ- 
mas Binge fits Schmidt's sensibilities 
like a glove with its middle finger 
stuck in permanent flip-off. 

Binge shows what happens when 
Scrooge’s ghosts screw up their 
orders, throwing the more classic 
Christmas Carol into a snarling paro- 
dy of Christmas's nostalgic pleas- 
ures, ranging from a suicidal Mrs 


THEATRE NETWORK 


SAT DEC 2(8 
MRS BOR CRATCHIT'S 


WILD CHRISTMAS BINGE 
DIRECTED BY TREVOR SCHMIDT 

WRITEN BY CHRISTOPHER OURAN 
STARRING IANA LEDNTY RICHARD MEE 
ANDREW MACOONALD SHITH, JAA O'CONNOR, 
CODY PORTER, MAURIE IPP 

THETHIRD SPACE (1516-103 STREET), $25 


Cratchit to an It’s A Wonderful Life 
take-off that shows, when you get 
right down to it, it isn’t. 


FOR SCHMIDT, its the perfect antidote 
for the more traditional Christmas 
fare, what with its messages of love, 
hope and goodwill towards man. 

“| laughed like crazy the first time I 
read it, because it just gets the whole 
cynical, bitter side of Christmas,” 
Schmidt intones dryly. “Almost every- 
thing this time of year is just so tradi- 
tional, so it’s nice to find something 
that just kind of rips the pants off tra- 
dition and laughs at it for a while.” 

There’s no doubt that Durang’s 
main target is the syrupy sweetness 
that accompanies Christmas, that 
sort of over-the-top message of love 
and forgiveness that really only 
seems to work in our fiction. And for 
Schmidt, more than anything, it’s the 
eviscerating of that whole pile of BS 
that makes Mrs Cratchit his cup of 
Christmas cheer. 

“| like it when anything gets the 
sentimental shit kicked out of it,” he 
explains. “There's the great scene 
that's a take-off of The Gift of the 
Magi—which is just that quintessen- 
tial sick sentimental story—where 
the gifts keep escalating until they 
decide to kill themselves. That scene 
and the one where Mrs Cratchit 
takes the piss out of the cloying, 
sweet Tiny Tim are my favourites 
Any time you can make fun of a little 
crippled boy, that’s just comedy with 
a capital ‘K.'""w 


PREVUE 


~ > 
al the peu 


Snow White is dancing with 
Seven Gnomes these days 


SHERRY DAWN KNETTLE / sherry@vueweokly.com 
ast year in Britain, when a 
theatre troupe received its 
scripts for an upcoming pro- 
duction of Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarves, the actors were surprised 
to learn that the dwarves had been 
switched for gnomes. 

The changes caused a bit of an 
uproar, and headlines in a major 
British newspaper speculated over 
the reasons for the switch. 

Political correctness may have 
been responsible for the changes. 
Since gnomes are simply imaginary 
creatures who don't really exist, per- 
haps they became the playwright’s 
preferred choice over dwarves, who 
do in fact exist. 

The playwright, however, denied 
political correctness as a motive, 
claiming she did it simply to make 
the play more interesting. 

Whatever the reasons for the 
change, it turns out it wasn’t the first 
time that gnomes replaced dwarves 
in the story of Snow White: 

Thirty-one years ago in Ukraine, 
choreographer Genryh Mayorov pre- 
miered his staging of Snow White 
and the Seven Gnomes, a three-act 
ballet with music by Polish master 
composer Bronyslav Pavlovsky. 

There's no word on why Mayorov 
changed the dwarves to gnomes. 

Viktor Litvnov, artistic director of 
the Kyiv Ballet in Ukraine was once 
a student of Mayorov, and has since 
re-created the ballet in two acts. 

The production, Snow White and 
the Seven Gnomes of Christmas, 
at The Citadel Theatre is a collabo- 
ration between Ukraine's Kyiv Ballet 
and Edmonton’s Ukranian Shumka 
Dancers and is a North American 
premiere. 

“This version is adapted for a non- 
ballet audience,” says Litvnov, who 
spoke about the upcoming produc- 
tion through an interpreter on the 
phone from Ukraine. “It's for those 


who come for the first time. This is 
to feel love for the ballet and want to 
see it again,” he says. 


IN THIS VERSION, the reason for 
replacing the dwarves with gnomes 
is easy to explain, says Dave Ganert, 
associate artistic director of Shumka 
here in Edmonton. “The characters 
are toy makers rather than woods- 
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men,” he explains. 

Ganert is serving as rehearsal 
director in Litvnov’s absence 

“yiktor was here for a week, and 
he taught the choreography to Shum: 
ka,” says Ganert. But he returned to 
Ukraine to work on the choreograp!) 
with his own company. 

The two companies have collabo: 
rated before, so they're accus omed 
to rehearsing separately bel 
ting together for a few intense days’ 
rehearsals before the performanc* 

“We mime any parts that reqult 
interaction with Snow White, lit 
Prince or the Queen and will 
rehearse those parts togethe! ' when 
they arrive,” says Ganert who allt 
plays one of the gnomes 

The gnomes’ characters, ho" vevel 
remain the same as those 0! Mg 
dwarves, so things haven't “I a 
much since Sleepy, Grumpy: Dopl 
and friends. 

Whether Edmonton pa 
to the change from dwar’ 
gnomes has yet to be seen 
thing is certain. The original “ 4 
Pavlovsky is something W° ha 
heard before, a refreshing © 
from the traditional hi-he* 
more familiar music. ¥ 


re gel 


of 


put af 


NOVEMBER 30 - DECEMBER 6, 2006 
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js a formidable jumble 
freiro and antique imagery. 
4 tings are grouped nearly 
‘eiling, SOME containing one 
ers holding a series of boxy 


rity of the worlds has 
ached, though, letting Be 
rough. Bison saunter 
x qraselanda in one 
jnile Aboriginal scouts con- 
chmen and explorers, 
is a thrilling and threat- 
nd, A swath of rope makes up 
, panels—presumably just 
iohhang oneself. : 
nect is very much like a pile 
nd ‘60s cowboy comics and 
re books of 18th and 19th 
North American-themed visu- 
mera was left to dissolve in 
5, dry and be pried apart by 
fingers, only to be reconstitut- 
-Jater as pristine, exact paint- 
compassing the largest, most 
n wall in Harcourt House. 
sa story about invisibility. This 
‘about silence. It’s a true story. 
Garneau’s juggernaut 
based piece is particularly 
sful because it mimics the 
rchaeology of the brain, the 
2 store and fetch memories in 
unrelated to real time, but 
lo a sort of inner chronometer 
jilds a narrative about such 
as who we are, where we 


‘another box. Campfires illu- - 


} (terdale Pla 


Stage Whispers 2006-2007 


2 


come from, and what it all means. 
And it’s a story told here in the lan- 
guage of popular culture, of reference, 
of images snagging meaning and 
replacing experience. 

It’s certainly the showiest of the 
pieces in Cowboys and Indians (and 
Métis?), a collection of some works 
that the Edmonton-born educator, 
critical thinker and writer, and artist 
has been crafting for most of a 
decade. That's not to suggest that his 
other pieces are any less hefty. 

The scale that fascinates Garneau 
appears to be massive, lending a 


TO DEC 16 


Tite AND INDIANS 
(AND METIS?) 

DAVID GARNEAU 
HARCOURT HOUSE ARS CNTR 
(0215-112 STREE 


PREVUE 


weight of physicality that grounds the 
ideas worked on his canvases, which 
don’t seem to have a set style. 
Instead, they reference through imi- 
tation of other hallmark styles that 
underline his thesis about the mysteri- 
ous absence of Métis culture from the 
Cowboys-versus-Indians dialogue. 
Aside from fhe unfortunate Riel 
Rebellion (often portrayed as a sort of 
madness wrought by one single 
unhinged agitator), little about Métis 
culture is discussed, and rarely in 
contemporary terms, although Gar- 
neau points out that there is a small 


sameau takes us ona magical (Metis) 


explosion of art today dealing with 


those themes. 


GARNEAU’S WORK has revolved 


around questions of identity for the 


better part of his career. About 
a decade and a half ago, he 
was in Calgary, editing a much 
loved, bold new magazine 
called Cameo that mixed high 
and low culture, intellectual- 
ism and sex, and cultural com- 
mentary with appreciation. It 
didn’t last, of course, but it 
provides insight into the 
humourous juxtaposition that 
marks the artist's approach to 
complex subject matter. It’s the 
sucker punch of the unexpect- 
ed. The resulting laugh can be 
from the gut—"oh, man, yeah 
-.. SO true’—or it can be a tight, 
guilty, nervous titter. 

Garneau didn’t reckon with 
his Métis heritage until a con- 
vergence of events rendered it 
his predominant investigation 
a few years ago. 

“Several things happened at 
around the same time to move 
my work in this direction,” he 
offers. “I moved to Regina, to 
the university here. A lot of 
First Nations students were 
around, and faculty. My grad 


students would push a bit. They 
thought I shouldn't sit on a fence, but 


embrace my Métis background.” 


Some key ancestors of Garneau’s 
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were prominent figures in Métis histo- 
ty, including Laurent Garneau, his 
great-great grandfather, nearly hung 
for treason alongside Louis Riel. 
Garneau notes that it wasn’t any 


sort of negative emotion that separat- 
ed him from his roots, but rather a 
lack of quality information. However, 
in 1999, his father published a website 


EKOSingers Celebrates 


Christmas at City Hall 


‘Jingle’ Jazz, Carols, and fun! 


Directed by Paula Roberts, With Special Guests: 
The Little Dickens Children's Choir & the Studio 'B Saxophone Quartet 


Sunday, December 10, 2006 - 2:00 pm at Edmonton City Hall 


Free Admission & Hot Apple Cider! Food Bank donations gratefully accepted 


mystery tour 


on Métis heritage. 


“He'd squirreled all this stuff 


away—my full genealogy, and facts * 


and figures. People would punch my 
name in and this would come up on 
the internet. As bad as it 
would be to be claiming 
something that wasn’t pres- 
ent, it was just as bad to deny 
something that was present. 
That kind of tension had a 
political dimension to it. | 
started puzzling out a bunch 
of stuff.” ; 
The rope that leads off the 
comic panels represents a 
sort of continuity of explo- 
ration throughout the show 
and it’s a motif that recurs in 
several paintings—around the 
neck of a white-sheet covered 
Louis Riel in a disturbing trip- 
tych, as a necktie in a femi- 
nist high-five (to paraphrase 
the famous remark of outspo- 
ken journalist Linda Ellerbee, 
“Why do men go to work with 
a little noose around their 
necks every day?”), and asa 
riff on the Métis flag infinity 


symbol 
“Someone said that the 
knot read to them as a ‘Red 


Power’ fist’,” Garneau notes 
with satisfaction about the lat- 
ter painting. The invitation to read 
between the panels, the lines and the 
rigid cultural definitions is, to him 
one essential meaning of his show. v 
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FOR THE WEEK ENDING 
1. Tom Waits- Orphans (anti) ; 
2. J Cale & Eric Clapton - The Road To 
3. Bob Dylan -Modem Times (columbia) ~ 
4. Yusuf -AnotherCup (atantic) 
5. The Be Good Tanyas — Hello Love (nettwerk) 
6. Beck-Thelnformation(interscope) 
7. AA Soundsystem - Laissez Faire (saved by radio) 
8. Midlake - The Trials Of Van Occupanther (worlds fair) 
9. The Decemberists - The Crane Wife (capitol) 
10. Mark Knopfier & Emmylou Haris — All The Roadrunning (mercury) 
11.TV On The Radio — Retum To Cookie Mountain (interscope) 
12.Greg Keelor— Aphrodite Rose (warner) 
13.Mastadon - Blood Mountain (relapse) 
14.Chad VanGaalen - Slelliconnection (flemish eye) 
15.Ratatat - Classics (x1) 
16.Jim Cuddy - The Light That Guides You Home (wamer) 
17. The Cape May - Glass Mountain Roads (flemisheye) 
18. Blackie And The Rodeo Kings — Lets Frolic (true north) 
19. Various - Sorrow Bound:Hanks Willams Re-Examined (ruby moon) 
20.Red Ram—Stars Ablaze (red ram) 
21.Catfish Haven ~ Tell Me (secretly canadian) 
22. The McDades — Bloom (free radio) : 
23. Fractal Pattem — Absent From But Entirely Within The Landscape (fp records) 
24, Madeleine Peyroux —Half The Pefect World (rounder) 
25.And One-Bodypop (metropolis) 
26. James Hunter — People Gonna Talk (rounder) 
27.Shout Out Out Out Out - Not Saying Just Saying (six shooter) 
28.Damien Rice -9 (wamer) 
29. Various - A Broke Down Melody (brushfire) 
30. Wendy McNeill - The Wonder Show (determine) 


BRIGHT EVES pe 
NOISE FLOOR 


Noise Floor - a collection 
of Bright Eyes singles, 
collaborations and cover — 
tunes recorded between 1998 
and 2005. Until now, many of these 

gems have been commercially unavailable. 


Now) 


a 


10355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 
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DANCE 


ALBERTA BALLET-THE RUTCRACKER Jibilee Auditorium, 11455-87 
‘Ave (427-2760/451-£000) » Presented by Alberta Ballet end Ballet British 
Colubia, choreography by Mikko Nissinen, with Tchaikovsky's score © _ 
Dac. 15-16 (7-30pm}: Der. 16-17 (2pm) at TicketMaster 


BRIAN WEBB DANCE-TRIPTYCH SELF AND OTHER DANCES 
John L Hear Theatre, 10045 156 St (420-1757) * Featuring one of 
Bharata Natyam’s trained dancers, Natasha Bakht. Choreography by 
‘Shobana Jeyasingh, Yvonne Coutts, and Roger Sinha * Dec. 1-2 * 
Tickets available at TIX on the Square 


EDMONTON SCHOOL OF BALLET Jolin L Haar Theatre (413-0985) * 
‘Twas the Night before Christmas: Presented by Festival Ballet * Dec. 7-8 


ISIS DANCE PRODUCTIONS—-MIDNIGHT AT THE OASIS Festival 
Place Theatre, 100 Festival Way, Sherwood Park (439-6960/464-2852) 
* Group and solo performers featuring students, instructors and pro- 
fessional dancers with group choreography and solo Middle Eastern 
dance performances * Sun, Dec 10 (7:30pm) * $15 (adv\/$20 {door} 
at Isis Dance Productions, Festival Place 


(MICHAEL FLATLEY'S LORD OF THE DANCE TOUR Jubilee 
Auditorium, 11455-87 Ave (427-2760/451-8000) * Traditional and 
‘modam Irish Celtic dance * Fri, Dec, 8 {3:30pm and 7.30pm) * $45- 
$85 at TicketMaster = 


MILE ZERO DANCE-THE RED THREAD The Landing Pad. 201- 
10923-101 St (424-1573) * Studio series * Dec. 8-9 (8pm) * $10 
{member)/$12 (non-member) at the Landing Pad 


(OUR OUME HIZZI Royal Alberta Museum Auditorium 12845-102 Ave 
(416-410) * Middle Easter dance recital * Sun, Dec. 3 (Bpm) * $15, 
{adVV/$20 (door) Food Bank donation at the door * 


UKRAINIAN SHUMKA DANCERS-SNOW WHITE AND THE 
‘SEVEN GNOMES OF CHRISTMAS Citade! Shoctor Theatre (425- 
7820) ® Directed by Viktor Lytvynov, composed by Bronyslav Pavlosky. 
Grimm Brothers’ classic fairy tale featuring Edmonton's Ukrainian 
Shumk& Dancers with the Ukraine's Kyiv Ballet * Until Dec. 17 © 
Tickets available at the Citadel Theatre box office 


GALLERIES/MUSEUMS 


AGNES BUGERA GALLERY 12310 Jasper Ave (482-2854) * New 
‘work by metalsmiths Linda Chow and Crys Harse; until Dee 2 SIMALL 
WORKS-SHOATBAEAD AND SHERRY: Small artworks by gallery artists; 
Dec. 7-23) opening reception: Dec. 7 (5-8) ® Shortbread and Sherry 
‘at the Agnes Bugera, West End and Front Gallenes; Dec. 7 (5-8pm) 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 10186-1065 St (488-6611) « 
‘Open Mon-Sat 10am-Spm (closed all hols) * OPERA COAT PROJECT. 
The grandeur, diversity and complexity of opera captured in wearable 
art coats, until Dec. 16 


ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA 2 Sir Winston Churchill Sq (422-6223) « 
Open Tue Wed Fri 10:30am-8pmn; Thu 10:30am-Spm; Sat-Sun 11am- 
Spm * FREE FOR ALL: As we count down to the last days in the cur- 
rent gallery building, we want to go out with a festive bang. Fres For All 
{8.2 celebration of Edmonton artistic creativity and a chance for everyone: 
ty shoveaff at the AGA. We invite professional artists, amateur artists, 
emerging ertists, has-been artists, nascent artists, Sunday artists, their 
mothers and everyone to exhibit at one of Canada’s most important ven- 
ves for contemporary art Dec $-31* Photography Lecture Series: A!) 
lectures take place in the AGA Theatre. What Use Is: A Lecture 
presented by Martha Langford: Thu, Nov. 30 (7pm); $10 {non-member)/$B 
{AGA member/student) © Special Round-Table Presentation and 
(Discusion on the exhibition Far and Wide wath David Alexander, John 
Hartman and Gilbert Bouchard: Dec 7 (7pm) * The Holly Ball: Gala 
fundraiser supporting the Gallery's New Vision Capital Campaign. Ticket 
available at 422.6223; Dec. 8 (6pm) * FAR AND WIDE, ASHOONA: Third 
Wave, ISUMA: Wall-through tour of ASHOONA: Third Wave with curator 
Nancy Campbell; Dec 97pm) * Baroque Lectars Series: Angels 
Verhaelen, Rembrandt and the Marketing of Artistic Identity; Dec 13 
(7pm) * AAT BAR: Open Now 30 (4-8pm): Dec. 7 (48pm Dec. 14, 21, 28 
(48pm) * Children’s Gallery. ALPHABET SOUP. incorporating illustra- 
‘Hons by Lona Bennet; through 2006. 


ARTISTS OPEN STUDIO 7711-85 St (986-0789) * Open: Mon-Fri 
Sam-Spm; Sat 10am-Spm © Paintings by the Alberta Oil Painters 
group * Dec. 1-31 


ART MODE GALLERY 12270 Jasper Ave (453-1555) * ART IN 
MINIATURE: Various artists featuring small artworks {torn petite 
paintings to small sculptures: Dee. 7-24 * A FOARK IN THE ROAD. 
artworks by Roark Gourley; Nov. 30-Dec. 3; artist in attendance: Dec 
2 {10am-Spm)-Dee. 3 {12-Spm) 


ARTSHAB STUDIO GALLERY 10220-105 St (439-9532) « Open 
covery Thu (5-8pm) * TANGLED REFLECTIONS: Paintings and drawings 
by artists of the Coloured Web School of Art * New artworks by 
ArtsHab Residents * Until Dec. 28 


CATALYST THEATRE (414-0702) * AAT FROM THE UNKNOWN. 
Featuring artworks by artists who are living and working on low or 
no income * Dec 7-9 


(CENTRE DARTS VISUELS DE LALBERTA (CAVA) 9103-95 Ave (481 
3427) * WOMEN IMPACT Artworks by Barbara Fortin, Doris Charest. 
Louise Piquette, Suzanne Gaultier and Frangoise Fiset: unt! Dec 2 « 
MEDIUM CELEBRATION: Artworks by Normand Fontaine, Claude Garneau, 
Herman Poulin, Marco Laperriére, and Gistle Grégoire; Dec. 5-22: opening 
reception: Dec. 8 (7-B-30prni, artists in attendance 


(CENTRE GALLERY Allen Gray Continuing Care Centre, 5005-28 Ave (426- 
5008) * HEIGHTENED OBSERVATION: Oi paintings by Mary Pemberton 
and aerylic paintings by Allon Gray residents © Until Dee 17 


DOUGLAS UDELL GALLERY -10537-124 St (488-4445) * Open: Tue-Fri 
930-50pm * CHRISTMAS SHOW 2006 Anworks by gallery artists, fea 
turing works by Nathan Birch * Dee. 2-23 


ELECTRUM DESIGN STUDIO AND GALLERY 12419 Stony Pisin Rd 
(482-1402) * Open: Tua by appointment: Wed-Fri 11am-5:30pm, Sat 
Tarn4pm, closed long weekends * COLLECTION 2006: New art 
works by various artists 


EXTENSION CENTRE GALLERY 2h Fi, University Extension 
Centre, 8309-112 St (492-0166) « CURRENT Artworks by Brenda 
Malkinson and Agniesrka Matejko; until Nov. 30 THOSE AMONG 
US: Paintings by Wzabells Orzelski and Bogdan Koral-Konikowski: Dee 
Ban. 10: Wed, Dec. 13 (6:30-8:30pm) 


FAB GALLERY fim 1-1 Fine Arts Building, 112 St. 89 Ave (492-2091) 
* Opan: Tue-Fri 10am-Spm, Sat 2-5pm * PAINTING IN ITALY. A 
VISUAL DIARY. Studies trom museum artitacts and 1vom on location 
in Italy are presented unframed for critiques. Photographs and pres 
entation show the students’ interests and document the locations 
they painted * SCIENCE-MAGIC: tke Bushman's final visual presen. 
tation for the degree of Master of Fine Arts in Printmaking; Dec 5- 
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23; opening reception: Thu, Dec. 7(7-10pm) 
FRINGE GALLERY 10516 White Ave (432-0240) » GO FIGURE 3: 
Drawing and mixed media artworks by Shelley Rothenburger, Linda, 
Ould and Margaret Braun; until Nov. 30 * Digital artworks by 
Ansgard Thompson; through December 


GALLERY AT MILNER-STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY Main Fi, 
‘Sir Winston Churchill Sq (496-7030) * Open Mon-Fri 9am-9pm; Sat 
Sam-bpm; Sun 1-5pm * TWO CENTURIES OF BOOK BINDING. Exhibit 
by the Canadian Book Binders and Artists’ Guild; until Nov 30° 
CANADIAN CHILDREN'S BOOK ILLUSTRATIONS. The CANSCAIP 
Collection; Dec. 1-30 


HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 St(426-4180) * Open Mon-Fri 
‘10am-Spm: Sat 12-4pm * COWBOYS AND INDIANS (AND METIS?): 
Paintings by David Gameau that explore the identity, representa- 
tions, and meanings of being Métis; until Dec. 23 © Fromt Room: « 
RUNNING THROUGH FLAMES. AND OTHER CONTEMPORARY PECU- 
UARITIES: Paul Smith's mixed media anworks feature a trickster fig- 
Ure and connect to mythology and pop culture; until Deo, 23 


JEFF ALLEN GALLERY Strathcona Place, 10831 University Ave (433- 
5282) * Oper: Mon-Fri Sam-4pm * CHRISTMAS SHOW AND SALE: 
Artworks by previous exhibitors featuring a variety of styles and medi- 
ums * Until Jan. 4 © Opening reception: Dec. 13 (6:30-8:30pm) 


JOHNSON GALLERY (NORTH) 11817-80 St (479-8424) Open Tue- 
Fri 9.30am-5:30pm; Sat 9:30am-4pm * CHRISTMAS ART FAIR: 
Artworks by gallery artists as well as invited artists * Through 
Daconber (SOUTH) 7711-85 St (465-6171) * Open Mon-Fri 9am~ 
‘Spm, Sat 10am-Spm * CHRISTMAS ART FAIR: Artworks by Jim 
Painter, Jim Brager. Wendy Risdale, prints by Toti, ceramic art by 
Heather Goldmine, potter by Noburo Kubo * Through December 


LANDO GALLERY 11130-105 Ave (990-1161) * Artworks by Tslila 
Barze}, and Eric Fredine; Dec 1-22 FROZEN IN TIME. Photographs 
by Michael Levin * HORIZONS: New photographs by Eric Fredine « 
THE TREE OF LIFE: Paintings by Tslila Barzel * Dec. 1-22 * Opening 
reception for all three solo exhibitions: Sat, Dec. 2 (2-4pm), artists in 
attendance 


LATITUDE 53 GALLERY 10248-1065 St (423-5353) * Schmoozy. Dec. 9 


LENDRUM COMMUNITY LEAGUE 11335-57 Ave * Lendrum 
Pottery Group Christmas sale of decorative and practical pottery * 
‘Sat. Dec. 9 {10am-Zpm) 


LITTLE CHURCH GALLERY Spruce Grove * CHRISTMAS IN THE 
LITTLE CHURCH: Until Dec. 23 


LOFT GALLERY AJ Ottewell Arts Centre, 590 Broadmoor Blvd, 
‘Sherwood Park (449-4443) * Open Sat 10am-5pm * The Art Society of 
‘Strathcona County Chnsimas marketplace featuring artworks ond crafts 
by the artists of Strathcona County * Nov. 30 (noon-5pm); Dec. 1 (noon- 
Spm), Dee. 2(10am-5pm); Dec. 3 (noon-Spm) * Artworks by members of 
the Art Society of Strathcona County Through December 


MANDOLIN BOOKS 6419-112 Ave (479-4050) * Photographs of 
Canadian roadways by Denis Wall * Through November 


McMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 8440-112 St (407-7152) « 
Open Mon-Fri 10am-8pm, Sat-Sun 1-8pm * ALBERTA/WITHIN LIMITS: 
Photographs and ceramic works by the Monochrome Guild and Sask 
Terra Group * Until Jan. 14 2007 


MCPAG 5411-51 St, Stony Plain (963-2777) * Open Mon-Sat 10am- 
4pm; Sun 10am-6:30pm * SECOND BIENNIAL EXHIBITION: Works by 
Parkland Potter's Guild; Dec. 2Jan. 14 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM St Albert Place, 5 St Anne Street, St 
Albert (459-1528) « WITHIN GROWLING DISTANCE: Leam about the 
data collection to analysis of grizzly bear research * Until Jan. 14, 2007 


INA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS Stollery Gallery, 9702-111 
Ave (474-7611) * Open Mon-Fri 10am-2:30pm, Tue 6'30-8:30pm, Thu 6- 
8pm © JUSTIN TIME FOR CHRISTMAS-PRINTS, POTTERY AND PAPER: 
New artworks by Nina Haggerty studio artists * Until Dec 29 


PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY (VANDERLEELIE GALLERY) 10183- 
112 St (452-0286) © Open Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm Thu 1Oam-pr« 
Group show featuring new landscapes by Gregory Hardy * Until Dec. 14 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron Street, St Albert (460- 
4310) * Open: Tue-Sat (10am-Spm), Thu (10am-8pm) * LIGHT AND 
SHADOW. Artworks by Shane Krepakevich and two others; until Dee. 2 
* PRESENCE Artworks by members of various St. Albert arts groups; 
Dec 7-30; opening reception: with DBA Light Up: December 7 (7-9pm) © 
ArtVentures: Dec. 16; 6-12 year-olds; $2/child * Drop-in: Art for the 
Artist at Heart: Nov. 30, Deg 14, Jan. 4 


PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES OF ALBERTA 8555 Roper Rd « A JOYFUL 
HARVEST. A photo exhibit from the Jewish Histoncal Society of 
‘Southern Alberta salutes the people, places and organizations that have 
defined Jewish life in southem Alberta since 1889 © Until Jan, 25 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 17845-102 Ave (453-9100) « BOB THE 
BUILDER-PROJECT: BUILD IT, Leaming through constructive play, until 
Jan. 28,2007 * LEGO OCEAN ADVENTURE Create your own sea ciea- 
tures and learn about the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration research with the loager-head turtle; Until Jan, 28, 2007 
* IMAGES IN PLATINUM OF WESTERN CANADA'S NATIONAL AND 
PROVINCIAL PARKS: Photographs of Westem Canadian parks, from the 
Rocky Mountains and beyond by Allan King: until Jan. 14 


‘SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St (488-3619) Open Tue-Sat 10am- 
Spm * 20TH ANNIVERSARY SHOW: Featuring artworks by Doug 
Haynes, Lynn Malin, Robert Sinclair, Leslie Poo), Carol and Richard 
Selfridge and others * Until Dec. 23 


SELFRIDGE POTTERY STUDIO 9944-88 Ave (439-9295) * Open 
house studio * Dec. 2-3 (11am-5pm) 


‘SNAP GALLERY 10309-97 St (423-1492) * Open Tue-Sat 12-5pm © A 
Perfect Christmas Print Affair Featuring affordable original prints and 
hand made cards; opening. Dec. 2 (Sam-noon); through December 


‘STUDIO GALLERY 11 Perron Street. St. Albert (460-5993) * Open: Thu 
12-8pm, Fri 1Qam-6pm; Sat 10am-Spm * SMALL WORKS. Anworks by 
studio artists * Until Dec. 31 * Opening reception: Thu, Dec. 7 (6-Spm) 


URBAN ROOTS SALON AND GALLERY 10418-82 Ave behind 
Sapphires (438-7978) * Sculptures by Ritchie Velthuis, mixed media 
artworks by Stuart Ballah, paintings by Cuita and figurative works by 
Glenys Switzer * Through November 


WAAA GALLERY 3rd Fl, Harcourt House, 10215-112 St (421-1731) # 
Open Mon-Fri 10am-4pm; Sat 12-4pm * SPECTRUM: Artworks by Lundy 
Dale, Pam Weber, and Thaneah Krohn * Until Dec. 21 


WALTERDALE PLAYHOUSE Lobby, 1322-83 Ave (432-7357) « Art 
Is the Lobby: Govache on paper and acrylic on canvas by Will 
Kozubs, in conjunction with A Child's Christmas in Wales ® Dec. 6- 
16, viewing one hour before curtain 


LITERARY 


AUDREYS BOOKS 10702 Jasper Ave (423-3487) « Featuring Nancy 
Millar, author of The Unmentionable History of the Wast « Thu, Nov. 
30 (7.30pm) 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9524-76 Ave (489-8755) © Story Slam: An opportu- 
nity for writers to share their work, explore their talents and show off # 
Third Wed each month * $5 (donation) 


CASTLE ROCK PUB 570 St. Albert Road * Poet's Ink: Writing 
evenings every Sunday (7-3pm) except long weekends, holidays and 
Summer months * Dec. 3 and Dec. 10, taking a holiday break and 
returning Jan. 7, 2007 


CHAPTERS 9952-170 St * Book signing by Bruce Atchison, author 
of When a Man Loves a Rabbit (Leaning and Living With Bunnies) « 
Fn Dee. 1 {2-5pm) 


(CITADEL RICE THEATRE 9878-101A Ave (492-4215) © Celebration 
of Aboriginal Literature. An evening with selected Aboriginal Authors 
‘and Publishers hosted by Howie with presentations by Joanne Amott. 
Bert Crowfoot, Kateri Akiwenzie-Damm, Danial Heath * Nov. 30 
(7pm) * $20 at the U of A Bookstore (proceeds to Amiskwaciy 


"Academy and St. Francis of Assis Scho) 


GIVARTS CETRE 1054304 Ave 420, 
‘Storytelling Circle: Tell stories or come ia ,..!* 
month (8-10pmn)'* $3 {first time free) 


COLES Edmonton City Centre * Boo, 
author of When a Man Loves a Rab) 
Bunnies} Fri Dec. 1 (noon) 


COLES Southgate Mall * Book Signing by g 
When a Man Loves a Rabbit (Leasing. 
Dec. 11 (1-5pm) mec | 


LAURIE GREENWOOD'S VOLUME |; 
Margaret Macplierson's first novel Rios... 
HULBERT'S CAFE 7501-115 St © 12 
‘Tue each month * Tue, Dec. 12 (7pm) <y, 
follow * No cover ; 
NAKED CYBER CAFE 10354 Jasper Ave » jy, 


formance art open stage hosted ty the Naicy 
Orchestra = Every Thu (8pm) ee 


TALES ® First Thu of ex month tivo,’ 
Thu, Dee: 7(7-9pm): featuring storytellers spon 
Ellis, and Renee Englot = 


UPPER CRUST BISTRO (0909.25 aw. <, 
Haven: Reading series is an opportunity 4 
enjoy poetry in an intimate cate setting cy 
Mar. (7-Spm) * $5 (door, ine! coffee, ten 
Dijie Ratzlat!, Becky Garber-Conrad. Joy. 
Serviss; Dac 4 * Featuring Geraldine i 
Brandt, and Danielle Zyp: Dec 1) fi 
McAlary, Tim Cusack, and Glen Kirkland. 0, a 


VICTORIA SCHOOL Eva 0 Howard 
ings from Dicken’s Chrisonas Caro! « 
(child 12 and under) available at TX on 


YOGA LOFT 10309 Whytae Ave. 2nd fl « 
Hafez, Meera Bai, Kabir) and dance 
Ethnomusicology ensembles * Sai, 0, 
Yoga Loft) 


LIVECOMEDY 
THE COMEDY FACTORY 2416 Gstow: a 


8:30pm, Fri 8:30 pm, Sat B and 10.30p 
* Jason Blanchard Dec. 7-9 * David 


THE COMIC STRIP 1546 Bourbon S1, wey) 
* Open: nightly 8pm, Fri Spm and 10.20 
Sun 8pm * Reno Collier. Lars Calticou 
Gramiak, until Dee 3 


i aT | 


AUDITORIUM » Tim Conviay =n 
Louise Duart * Thy, Dec 7 (3pm docx) » 54 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM THEATRE 304: 
* The Heeboe Jeebees, Ho Ho 
dy © Sat, Dec 2 (7:30pm) * $1 
‘on the Square 


YUK YUK'S KOMEDY KABARET | oro h 
Open: Wed-Fri 8pm, Sat Bpm and 10: 
Yuk’s, professional comedy night: $5 * Si 


THEATRE 


ACHILD'S CHRISTMAS IN WALES W121i 
‘Ave (429-2845) * A musical adaptation of Dy 
power of & boy's imagination will ransport you to» mage 
place free from cares and filled with poetry, song an 
16 (Tue-Sat Bp: Sun matinees 2pm) * $12-$14 aT 


ACHRISTMAS CAROL Citatie! (425-1820) « 5y 
adapted by Tom Wood, directed by Bob Bak: 

Ebenezer Scrooge * A retelling of Di r 
directed By Bob Baker. starring Tom \\ 
1-23 © Tickets available at the Citadel bax 


adult 


(CRIMES OF THE HEART Timms Cente for the 4 
(420-1757/492-2271) * Studio Theatre * By Beth Henley 


converge at their Grandaddly’s house after the y 
her husband because she didn't like his looks * 
pre-show talle Tue, Det: 5 (7:15pm); Dec. 7 () 
$8-$20 at Timms Centre for the Arts box off 
formance), TIX on the Square 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (4 
‘ous, live, improvised sosp opera * Every Mon 
$10 (door) 


‘THE GERRY STEINFELD SHOW Judilations 0 
170 Street, WEM (484-2474) © Until Jan 21 


‘THE GOLDEN AGE ROCKS ON! May'i 
9804) © By Will Marks and Joe Harri 
and early ‘B0s * Until Feb. 18, 2007 


MRS. BOB CRATCHIT’S WILD CHRISTMAS BINGE" 
Space, 11516-103 St (471-1586) » Nocthem Light Tests 
Christmas Carol tale By Chnstopher Duier 
Oliver Twist, The Gift of the Magi, and 
Tiana Leonty, Andrew MacDonald Smith, Richard 
O'Connor, Cody Porter and Maurice Tippo * De ¢ 
available at the door, Northern Light Theatre 


NARNIA Arden Theatre, 5 St Anne Suee 

8000) © St. Albert Children’s Theatre * A musts ® 
Lewis® classic novel The Lion, the Witch and Une 1388 
Dec. 3; Noy. 25-26 (2pm) * $19.50 (adult) $15. 50 hom 
Arden Theatre box office, at TicketMaster 


OH SUSANNA CHRSTMAS SPECIAL Ys 
Ave © The Varscona’s resident jingle be ee 
Euro-style variety spectacle’s seasonal c='es39 
a aan oe ah Eros, God of Love and the B me fa 
Tickets available at the door * Sat. Dec. 16/!1/! 


OFFENSIVE FOULS Stanley A. Milner Liv | 
Churchill Sq (420-1757/439-3905) * Concrete” 
ing, funny and thought-provoking play ® sd 
dating, racism, violence and tolerance se" 
high school couple * Dec 8 (8pm), Dec. 8 (®" 
{adult}/$12 (student) at Thx on the Square Z 


PEPPERMINT SCHTICK Joby nd Hise Ns 
fumourous musical revue from Swak Product 
14-16 (8pm) ® $14 at TIX on the Square 


24 
THE SUMIMER OF MY ABIAZING LUCK oT 
St» Theatre Network * By Chris Cradder’ 
Miriam Toews. A comical and cutting ook 21 
having a life ® Dec. 7-17, preview: Dec. 
Sun-Thu; $23 (adult/$18 (student/senior) Fi" 
{student/senios) available at TIX an the S9%9 

$24 available only at the Roxy Theale 


[esbaeoert 
LE voY) a 
ta Cité parley 8627 me Marie-Aine pri 
1757/469-B400) * LUniThéatre * I Mahalo 
by Josée Thibeault. Under the guise of aE Tay 
the coronation of Queen Elizabeth Il. ° afte piel 
where he secretly plans to live in exile * oul 
3 (2pm) = $23 {adult/$15 {student at n° 
Carrefour, UUniTheatre, TIX on the Square 


- 
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we scarring North America 
n the ‘80S, and now rav- 
ping the developing world, 
eyb-saharan Africa, HIV 
‘ed homophobia, the injus- 
9 Pharma, and the racist 
harity-driven, post-colonial 
ilms of Metro Cinema’s 
5 pay program this week- 
i e wake of the disease 
+ bloodier, more brutal prej- 
ping around it, 
ack, Fight AIDS (Dec 2 & 
semblage of video footage 
p protests and collective 
from 1987 to 2002, 
often part of the Diva TV 
iurned cameras on the 
artly in order to document 
raggression OF violations of 
S rights. 
mes across clearly, even 
ris the power and passion 
titizens’ missions. From t- 
ding Silence = Death to pub- 
rals, throngs of ACT UP 
is take fierce charges at 


a sluggish health system. 
CT UP's demonstrations 
at a time when HIY, if seen 
is seen as no real threat to 
to the beauty-queen parades 
ball games of a society for 
War needed to be fought in 
iraq. 

is shouted during the first 
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alot (0 say, but they've got a 
ne. —Robert Altman at the 
demy Awards ) 

Fath of an old man is not a 
Bays Asphadel, the stylishly 
Huel, ina scene from Robert 
Mrairie Home Companion, Tell 
: pias of film lovers still 
; man’s death last week, at 


ently humourous preoccupa- 
F 4 A Prairie Home Compan- 
a ae director's swan 
tis | onestly never believed 
a ast film. It would be too 
’ ea Way, Altman led an 
Bini & and | fully expected 
Eto the obituary writers by 
hot eS More surprise master- 
ls hat before he died. 


ie government administra-— 
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Gulf War—"Fight AIDS, Not Arabs’— 
hit home today, too, while the quick 
drop in one statistic over the years, 
ticking down on protesters’ t-shirts or 
placards, is chilling: AIDS Kills One 
Person Every 10 Minutes ... 8 ... 7 ... 
now? Every Minute. 

Precisely because this toll ticks on, 
though, Fight Back, Fight AIDS could 
use more context. There's little infor- 
mation as to who's speaking, what 
the stats, issues and concerns are for 
this protest at the National Institute 
for Health or that demonstration near 
the White House. How are the 
protests conceived? What's the infra- 
structure of ACT UP? Such informa- 
tion could be useful to other 
organizing anti-bodies. 

Ultimately, though, the raw power 
and ferocity of the demonstrations 
remain: one leader's flowing, volcanic 
Tap, protesters’ dumping of cremated 
remains of AIDS victims on the White 
House lawn, a man talking about how 
remembrance quilts are too pretty as 
the ugly epidemic continues to turn 
“people we love into ashes and bone 
chips and corpses.” 

These activists’ refusal to be com- 
placent, to rest on the success of the 


Maybe it would have been Hands on a 
Hard Body, the project he was prepping 
before he died, a fictionalized version of 
the 1997 documentary about 24 people 
withstanding hunger, fatigue and bore- 
dom in order to win a new truck. It's a 
story about enduring longer than any sen- 
sible person would expect you to. 

Robert Altman is, quite simply, my 
favourite director. He has been ever since | 
saw Nashville at the age of 17. I'd never 
seen anything like it before—the jazzy dia- 
logue, the huge swarm of characters, the 
sly humour, the camera that meandered 
aimlessly around the action, but which 
always seemed to be in exactly the right 
place at the right time to capture each 
character's most telling, private moments. | 
can still recall the excitement | felt as | 
watched Washville—the film was essen- 
tially plotless, and yet the characters’ 
behaviour was so fresh and surprising and 
human that | couldn't wait for each new 
scene to begin. | never wanted it to end. 

In a way, it never did. Accepting his 


latest march, is especially heartening. 
There's a furor and restlessness to 
ACT UP that shames so many of 
today’s anemic political movements. 
In an age of growing apathy and disil- 
lusion, Wentzy’s film may act best as 
a wake-up call for virulent action 
from other AIDS activist organizations 


honorary Oscar at last year's Academy 
Awards, Altman said that he liked to 
think of his career output as “one long 
film.” That comment made sense to me. 
| used to get ribbed for always reserving 
a slot on my annual top-10 list for what- 
ever Altman movie had come out that 
year—even pictures as unloved as Dr T 
and the Women—but | couldn't help 
myself. | derived so much pleasure from 
his directorial rhythms that it didn’t real- 
ly matter to me whether the film in ques- 
tion was “good” or not—I just loved 
spending time in his company, and | 
never grew tired of watching him stage 
scene after scene with a fluid ease that 
always reminded me of Ben Webster's 
saxophone playing. 


IN FACT, WEBSTER was one of the char- 
acters in Kansas City, one of the Altman 
films | like least. But he also appeared in 
Jazz ‘34, a Kansas City spinoff project 
that's one of my favourites. 

That's typical Altman. He's always been 
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DS documentaries want you to Fight Back 


THER BROTHERS’ KEEPERS 


and other protest groups, but it’s also 
a welcome reminder of ordinary peo- 
ples political will. 


NOW, OF COURSE, HIV has attacked 
another continent with far deadlier 
force. In Katerina Cizek’s NFB docu- 
mentary The Bicycle (showing with 


a “let's play two!” sort of director—he's 
one of the few auteurs who embraced the 
idea of making follow-ups to his films, 
whether they were official sequels (like 
Tanner on Tanner or the never-completed 
Nashville Nashville) or just cast reunions, 
as when he rounded up a bunch of actors 
from M*A*S*H and put them into Brew- 
ster McCloud or used the critical momen- 
tum from Short Cuts and The Player to get 
Ready to Wear off the ground. 

Whenever I'd tell people | was an Alt- 
man fan, more often than not they'd reply, 
“Really? Isn't he the guy who did Ready to 
Wear? Ugh!" (it’s really amazing how 
many casual moviegoers still hold that one 
against him.) Ready to Wear is probably 
Altman’s worst film—the frivolous fashion 
world just isn’t his milieu—but it also 
symbolizes everything | admire about him. 
He always leaves so much to chance, to 
the improvisations of his actors, to random 
accidents on the set, to his own on-the- 
spot inspiration, that with each film he 
undertakes he bravely risks turning out 
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Fight Back, Fight AIDS) the political 
dynamics of Africa’s latest health cri- 
sis are almost as problematic as a 
Madonna adoption: poor sufferers 
ostracized by ignorant communities; 
white people running heath care 


CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE 


im his first to his last, director Altman took no Short Cuts 


another Ready to Wear. Maybe that's why 
he always stuck up for the films that 
everyone else dislikes—he often claimed 
Brewster McCloud, a fable from 1970 
whose pot-addled whimsy is embarrassing 
to watch today, as his personal favourite. 
As an actor, | stole a lot of my cadences 
from Philip Baker Hall's towering perform- 
ance in Secret Honor (my favourite “undis- 
covered Altman”), but as a playwright, | 
could never figure out how to translate 
Altman's rhythms convincingly to the 
stage. And as the years went on and | 
delved more deeply into his work—espe- 
cially those early ‘70s masterpieces like 
McCabe and Mrs Miller, California Split 
and Thieves Like Us—\ came to realize 
that Altman's knowledge of the world, his 
range of subject matter and his wisdom 
about human nature were simply beyond 
anything | would ever be able to equal. 
Watching Robert Altman movies humbled 
me, but they were so filled with the joy of 
creation and collaboration that they 
inspired me to keep trying anyway. w 
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organizations for Africans; subtitles 
for Malawians who speak perfectly 
understandable English. But this 
spare, powerful film shows the West- 
ern doctors and aid organizers speak- 
ing and acting with respect for the 
traditions of Malawi's Zomba District, 
where traditional healers are involved 
in growing community-care pro- 
grams. The AIDS epidemic will be 
fought by people like Pax, a local man 
who pedals from patient to patient, 
and by local healthcare programs 
whose strengths can be adopted and 
adapted by thousands of other com- 
munities around the world. 

The Bicycle shows that it’s these 
care workers’ contagious commit- 
ment that must spread, like a viral 
strand of grassroots activism, in order 
to combat one of the most devastat- 
ing diseases in human history. Other 
approaches to the epidemic, though, 
can be tinged with an easy, feel-good, 
offer-some-money-and-move-on 
approach. 

On the face of it, Sam Kauffman’s 
Living With Slim and Catherine 
Mullins's Their Brothers’ Keepers: 
Orphaned By AIDS (Dec 1 & 3) offer 
an up-close and devastatingly person- 
al picture of the epidemic. Kauffman’s 
film mostly shows the responses of 
seven different children to questions 
about the death sentence they were 
born into. Mullins's film follows two 
“sibling families”: families where both 
parents have died from AIDS and so 


the eldest children must take care of 
the younger. 

while Living With Slim (a fitting 
euphemism for the body-wasting, life- 
tapering disease) is straightforward 
interview filmmaking, its basic con- 
tent is overwhelmingly sad. It’s nearly 
impossible to watch as Eva, not told 
until her teens that she’s HIV-positive, 
streams tears throughout her inter- 
view, explaining that the risk of social 
stigma is a greater burden than the 
disease. She must, though, tell her 
killing secret sometime: “I don’t want 
people to see me in a coffin and say 
she lied to us.” From sore-covered 


ALL YOU NEED T0 KNOW 


LIVING WITH SLIM 


Kizza’s abuse by his guardians to 
Dianah’s stony facade, each child’s 
life and story is profoundly moving. 


WITHIN THE CONFINES of the film, 
though, the children are defined by 
their condition. Living with Slim sug- 
gests that the seven children could be 
any African, offering almost no par- 
ticular context and thus little individ- 
uality for these children, other than 
their faces and answers on screen. A 
few of them seem to be taking anti- 
retro-viral drugs, but not all? What 
about the others? What access do 
they have to ARVs? There is a charity- 
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Tony scott and producer Jerry 
is no exception to the 
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er. 
doesn't mean that the film 


syable, however, as it’s proba- 
ype of ending that most audi- 
are looking for anyway— 
4| causality and the laws of 


explosion on a ferry filled 
‘Navy personnel in a post-Kat- 
Orleans harbour. Like any 
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|profile Star Wars 
prequels that have 
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O camp out in line 


urch has already bought a 
b tickets so you can go, 

What sucks the most about 
Blivity Story; the whole time I 
liching it, | couldn't help think- 
at it's the most crass money 
ice Vatican Il ended the selling 
BENCES. 

e's even a scene where Mary 
feph are walking through the 
Y of Jerusalem on their way to 
Hem and are bombarded with 
BS by shopkeepers while pick- 
attempt to lift their coin purs- 
Pértiaps the most ironic line of 
Me, Joseph cries out in frustra- 
a\Jcrusalem is supposed to be 
lly, decrying the economic 
that is sullying itsegood name. 


NG THE GENERAL feel (not to 


the 'Ypeface) of Passion, this 
S the story of Mary, Joseph 
birth of Jesus. But it’s all 
ling Christ to Christians—and 
Biicks, too. Christian groups 
® “ged to see this movie and 
“Ir families and friends. As 
Passion, groups are buying 
‘ pos and this movie will 
q 3 for these filmmakers 

°r Mel Gibson; make them 


b oug Carlin, who investigates 


utes, proving it’s a terrorist attack. 
When a woman washes up on shore 
and it’s discovered that she died two 


“hours before the explosion, however, 


he realizes there's more to this story 
than simply tracking down the sus- 
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THE NATIVITY STORY 
WRITTEN BY MIKE RICH 

DIRECTED BY CATHERINE HAROWE 

STARRING NESHA CASTLEHUHES, OSCAR ISAAC 


very, very wealthy. Hopefully they 
won’t turn out to be drunken anti- 
Semites, though. 

Oh, and don’t even get me started 
about how gross this movie is. While 
The Nativity Story doesn’t duplicate 
much of the violence found in The 
Passion of the Christ, it sure can 
churn a person’s stomach nonethe- 
less. I mean, it may be historically 
accurate, but I don’t think even the 
staunchest Christian will be able to 
stomach a barely pubescent Mary 
being sold by her father to a much 


pected killer. 

That’s when Agent Pryzwarra (Val 
Kilmer) and his band of comic-relief 
computer nerds arrive with technolo- 
gy that can, without revealing too 
much, see into the past through a 


older Joseph. Are these the “family 
values” the religious right wants to 
maintain? 

The only interesting part of this 
movie is the three wise men. The 
movie provides interesting character- 
istics to each of the three, and their 
journey is at times humorous, touch* 
ing and creative. I’ve always been 
under the impression that little is 
known about these three guys who 
decided to follow a star all the way to 
some desolate village in the middle of 
the desert, and the filmmakers have 
filled them out in a way that held my 
interest. 

All in all, a bad movie made all the 
worse by the context it was made in. 
Money changers, welcome back to 
the temple! v 
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four-day-dld window. 


‘THE SCRIPT IS FUN and entertaining, 


with Val Kilmer pulling off a perform- 
ance that’s worth talking about. This 
film isn’t like Donnie Darko or Minority 
Report—two films that really exploit 
theories of time for their advantage— 
but more like the other dramatic 
enterprises that Bruckheimer is 
famous for. Think big explosions, 
patriotism and quirky one-liners with 
a script that barely suspends disbelief 
long enough to let the audience just 
go with it and have a laugh. 

The most entertaining scene worth 
noting involves Carlin racing a 
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Humvee down the freeway during 
rush hour. Equipped with the same 
technology that can see into-the past, 
Carlin ends up driving simultaneously * 
in two time periods: four days ago as 
he’s following the suspected terrorist, 
and in the present, swerving in-and- 
out of oncoming traffic. It’s a bizarre 
gag that, somehow, really works 
Between Scott's usual director’s 
touch of stunning visuals, low depths- 
of-field, and slo-motion camerawork, 
it seems he’s got a sense of humour 
too. James Caviezel, who played Jesus 
in The Passion of the Christ, is cast in 
this film as the suspected terrorist . 
While this film is far from perfect, 
gags like this keep things fresh 
instead of bogged down in the illogi- 
cal details of time travel 
It’s the kind of film you just can’t 
think too deeply about, if you're will- 
ing to surrender to its bubblegum 
frame of mind. w 
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hough ostensibly constructed as an ode 

to resilience and idealism, 

there’s a deceptive, perhaps 
unintentional sort of cynicism at 
work in David Leaf and John Schein- 
feld’s documentary The US vs John THIS OK 
Lennon, one that sort of creeps up on you as a 
dizzying number of authorities of every stripe 
flash on screen to help narrate the film’s story. 

It really started to hit me when former New 
York governor Mario Cuomo was explaining 
that Vietnam was an “unpopular” war and 
cemented itself once former US senator and 
presidential candidate George McGovern 
described the US public under Nixon as feeling 
“divided.” : 

My point isn’t to knock these guys for their 
understatements. Rather, I feel a more general 
despondence upon the realization that Leaf and 
Scheinfeld really seem to believe our collective 
cultural memory to be so pathetically shallow as 
to need such for-dummies prompting. 

To affect seriousness, Leaf and Scheinfeld 
populate their film with such luminaries as Tariq 
Ali, Gore Vidal and Noam Chomsky, who gets to 
weigh-in for all of nine seconds and says 
absolutely nothing of substance. I mean, it takes 
effort to put Noam Chomsky in a movie and 
have him say nothing of substance. And maybe 
it says something about the depth of Leaf and 
Scheinfeld’s concerns that Geraldo Rivera gets 
far more screen-time. 

Of course, the reason for so much excessively 
broad contextualization may be that the actual 
thesis of The US vs John Lennon is either too lim- 
ited a subject to focus on or simply too superfi- 
cially dealt with, thus the filmmakers pad out 
their core material with a quickie elementary 
class in recent US history (and pat baby- 
boomers on the back while they're at it) as 
greatest hits waft through the background. 


THERE'S CERTAINLY an interesting case to be 


make here: that Lennon and Yoko Ono (featured 
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prominently among the talking heads) 
their celebrity in a genuinely un 
manner to create performance art 
social commentary. Their extra-musical G 
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bing public attention with their antics, p 
blunt, anti-establishment, humanitarian sj 
at the forefront, while sometimes incoip® 
a more sophisticated message into the sil 

Due to such activities—and due |0 all 
greater degree to their association will 
likes of Abbie Hoffman, Jerry Rubin aM 
Black Panthers—the US government 
great interest in Lennon and Ono, al” 
enough to illegally wire-tap their ee 
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years and untold dollars trying 
Lennon, who, naturally, turned the 
thing into a media circus ( 
These facts, already established els 
aren't elaborated on very much in The USI 
Lennon, though testaments trom Bue 
Gordon Liddy do make for a few lun 
pected highlights. A few lesser-knowh™ 
such as Lennon’s plan to join {ree o 
were to occur right outside of the 1972 
can National Convention —are 5° 
points that just don’t get fleshed out 
The result of all this is a film that" id 
reference material for kids or anyon® “a 
awoke from a 30-year coma, For tie “a 
it makes for diverting, gence! 
which, being a VHI production ey 
what it was supposed to be in the E. 7 
whose primary saving grace is hela 
Lennon himself, that singular — 
provocateur who also happened '° vd 
of the best rock ‘n’ roll we've ever K"° 
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how such an enormous health 
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finging. But while The Event 
aspires toward a complex 
| focusing on the socio-moral 
ihat threatens to oppress vic- 
Teadily as it desires to assist 
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gy to uncovering the scandal no mat- 
ter what the cost. 

The Event is set up as a moratorium 
on assisted suicide, but who are we 
kidding? Ethical ambiguities vanish 
when we see such a sympathetic char- 
acter as Matt—whose cocktail of drugs 
do nothing to stall the collapse of his 
immune system or the growth of his 
brain tumours—trying to maintain his 
dignity in the face of what will be per- 
haps years of certain agony and false 
hopes. Or when we see Brian’s grim 
face crumple every time he looks at his 
miserable patients, at the rows of 
boxes of ashes never picked up by 
families too shamed by disease or sex- 
ual preference. Or when we see Matt's 
mother and sister (Olympia Dukakis 
and Sarah Polley), struggling to endure 
Matt's painful losing battle, finally 
accepting his difficult decision and giv- 
ing him the love and support he needs. 

But the most transparent vehicle of 
Fitzgerald's agenda is Posey, a talent- 
ed actress so good at playing charac- 
ters in over their head that she sounds 
so perfectly naive and shallow when 
she keeps repeating how she’s sorry 
everyone’s having such a hard time 
but hey, the law is the law. 

To ram things home, Posey's char- 
acter also had her father die a slow 
death in hospital from cancer, so we 
have to sit and strum our fingers wait- 
ing for her to realize that perhaps 
there’s some connection between her 
personal experience and what these 
people are fighting to achieve. 

The Event is too saturated with self- 
congratulation to even see that it’s 
pulling out every tired convention 
from the string of previous AIDS dra- 
mas it emulates. 

It’s no more provocative than an 
afterschool special and makes you 
wonder if all these terrific Canadian 
actors are sharing the same lousy 
agent. v 
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ver the. dozen-odd years of 
their collabora- 
tion—from 1985's 


No End until the director's 
death after the Three 
Colours trilogy (1993 - Ls! 
94)—Krzysztof Kieslowski and co- 
screenwriter Krzysztof Piesiewicz 
became increasingly interested in the 
dovetailing forces of fate and chance, 
but always added an extra metaphysi- 
cal twist. 

Although Kieslowski said he would 
no longer direct after Three Colours: 
Red, since his sudden death in 1996 
two of the pair's final three scripts for 
a proposed Heaven, Hell and Purgato- 
ry trilogy have emerged from the 
shadows. 

The faint country-jumping flavour 
of Kieslowski’s previous trilogy—mov- 
ing from France to Poland to Switzer- 
land—has remained, with German 
director Tom Tykwer's (Run Lola Run) 
spacey treatment of Heaven, set in 
Italy, and now Bosnian director Danis 
Tanovic’s (No Man’s Land) pseudo- 
Gothic imagining of L’Enfer (Hell), 
set in Paris. 

While Tykwer's instalment was ethe- 
real, floating along on white motifs and 
soaring high above the landscape in 
“space-cam” shots, Tanovic grounds 
LEnfer in a gilded, baroque, red-satu- 
rated world of savage domestic 
breakups and thwarted relationships. 
At times, the film plays out as if it’s an 
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Edgar Allan Poe rewriting of the French 
doomed-romance film. 


THE FILM FOLLOWS, slowly but surely, 
the seemingly separate stories of the 
three Cotie sisters: Sophie 
(Emmanuelle Béart), who seethes 
with her suspicion of her husband’s 
affair, Céline (Karin Viard), who duti- 
fully visits her mother each week, and 
Anne (Marie Gillain), who is obsessed 
with a Sorbonne professor she's had 
an affair with. 

Gradually, the three sisters come 
together, and the full weight of their 
childhood trauma—which ripples 
back into the present to explain their 
failed romances and lonely obses- 
sions—is dropped by the end into the 
film’s reflecting pool of images. 

Many of these images are typically 
Kieslowski-an, suggesting fragility and 
inner torture: from Sophie's slow strip- 
ping of a plant’s leaves and a bee try- 
ing to climb up a straw to escape 
drowning in a blood-red liquid; to an 
old woman’s trembling disposal of a 
bottle in a recycling bin (an addition to 
a scene that recurred, with subtle vari- 
ations, in the Three Colours trilogy). 

While the film is often bathed in a 
warm red glow, the sisters’ envy and 
jealousy seeping through from their 
childhood wound (revealed eventually 
in a visceral flashback), other scenes 
seem too soft-lit. This honey-ish, mel- 
low glow adds to the film’s lapses into 
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melodrama—although Ki; 
Piesiewicz have Anne dec| 
an exam, that there 
not Tragedy, in today 
and parts of L’Enfer desc 
of pert, precious prettine 
(The softer, decorous mg 
here add a little fuel | 
critics who've thought Kieg 
later films set outside Polanag 
and heart.) 
While most of the wom 
(Carole Bouquet as the moj 
an imperious pertormar 
and defiant, Céline 
Owy, Even mousy. And nong 
actresses can sink their teall 
part here the way that Juliette 
did in Blue, for instance 
There are strong moments, 
er; Sophie’s wrenching argum 
her cheating husband in thei 
she throws herself defiantly 
and pushes him snarlingly 
powerfully realistic, < 
turns bitterly in on itself. Tan 
motifs of kaleidoscopes, ph 
lights and spirals to good «fl 
the ending is nicely anti-cll 


Tanovic has offered his ow 
and bloody, chilling take here 

Still, as with Heaven, the 
missing. The spectre of Kiesil 
ters through the film, but hig 
touch aren't there—it’s hard 
LEnfer without wondering 
he have done? The best in 
the Polish director's manllé 
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and then went off to make ly 
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like universe: Emmanuel Fits 
Voyages (1999), and Julie 
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CHABA THEATRE-JASPER 
6094 Connaught Dr, Jasper, 852-4749 


BORAT (144. coarse language, sexual content, crude content, 
not recommended for chidren) Fri-Sat 7:00, 9:20; Sun-Thu 8:00 


(CASINO ROYALE (14A, Viclence) Fri-Sat 6:50, 9:20; Sun-Wed 
8:00 
FLUSHED AWAY (G) Sat-Sun 1:20 


Jasper Film Club presents: Riding Alone for Thousands of 
Mies; Dec. 7 
CINEMA CITY 12/MOVIES 12 
Cinemas 12: 3633-99 St. 463-5451 
THE GUARDIAN (PG, coarse language, not recommended for 
‘young chilkiren) Daily 1:25, 4:25, 7.35; Fri Sat late show 10:55. 


OPEN SEASON (G) Sat Sun 11:00; Daily 1:10, 3:10, 5:00, 
7:10, 9:25; Fri Sat late show 11:40; Kids Kabin Fever: Dec. 7, 
110 


LITTLE MISS SUNSHINE (144, coarse language, mature 
themes) Sat Sun 11:25; Daily 2:10, 4:35, 7:05, 9:45; Fri Sat late 
show 12:15 


THE GRUDGE 2 (14A, frightening scenes) Sat Sun 11:35; Daily 
2:05, 4:55, 7:40, 9:55; Fri Sat late show 11:50. 


EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH (PG, coarse languages) Sat Sun 
11:25; Daity 2:00, 4:40, 7:35, 10-00; Fri Sat late show 12:10 


THE MARINE (144 ,violenoe) Sat Sun 11:10; Daily 1:45, 4:30, 
7-05, 9:30; Fri Sat late show 11:45. 


MAN OF YEAR (PG, coarse language) Sat Sun 10:55; Daily 
1:30, 4:15,7:15, 9:50; Fri Sat late show 12:05 


THE ILLUSIONIST (PG, mature themes) Sat Sun 11-20; Dally 
1:40, 4:05, 6:50, 9:35; Fr Sat late show 11:55 


‘THE DEVIL WEARS PRADA (PG) Sat Sun 11:05; Daily 1:35, 
4:00, 6:55, 9:20; Fri Sat late show 11:45. 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN:DEAD MAN'S CHEST (FG, 
frightening scenes, nol recommended for young children) Daily 
420, 4:20, 7:30; Fri Sat late show 10:50 


TALLADEGA NIGHTS (PG, coarse language, nol recomrmnend- 
‘edi for young chikiren) Sat Sun 11:00; Dally 1:50, 4:25, 720, 
‘9:40; Fri Sal late show 12:05 


STEP UP (PG) Dally 7:10, 9:25; Fri Sat late show 11:35 

BARNYARD (G) Sat Sun 11:15; Dally 1:15, 3:05, 4:50 
Movies 12; 130 Ave 50 St, 472-9779 

THE GUARDIAN (PG. coarse language, not recommended for 

young children) Daily 1:05, 3:50, 6:40, 9:30 


OPEN SEASON (G) Sat Sun 11:20; Dally 1:10, 3:10, 5:05, 
7.05, 9:10; Fri Sat late show 11:15; Kabin Fever: Dec, 7, 1:10 


All showtimes are subject to change at any time. 
contact theatre for confirmation. 


THE LAST KISS (144, coarse language, sexual content) Sat 
‘Sun 11:30; Dally 1:55, 4:35, 7:25, 9:55; Fri Sat late show 12:05 


LITTLE MISS SUNSHINE (14A, coarse language, mature 
themes) Sat Sun 11:15; Daily 1:35, 4:30, 7:00, 9:20; Fri Sat late 
show 11:35 


THE GRUDGE 2 (14, frightening scenes) Sat Sun 11:10; Daily 
1:40, 4:40, 7:15, 9:40; Fri Sat late show 11:55 


EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH (PG, coarse language) Sat Sun 
41:00; Daily 2:00, 4:45, 7:10, 9:25; Fri Sat late show 11:40 


THE MARINE (14A, violenca) Sat Sun 11:40; Daily 2:10, 4:55, 
7-40, 10:05; Fri Sat late show 12:20 


MAN OF YEAR (PG, coarse language) Daily 2:05, 725 
THE ILLUSIONIST (PG, mature themes) Daly 1:50, 7:00 


THE DEVIL WEARS PRADA (PG) Sat Sun 11:05; Dally 1:45, 
4:40, 7:20, 9:50; Fri Sat late show 12:10 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN:DEAD MAN'S CHEST (PG, 
frightening scenes, not recommended for young children) Daily 
1:00, 4:15, 7:30; Fri Sat late show 10:40 


TALLADEGA NIGHTS (PG, coarse language, nol recommend- 
‘ed for young children) Daily 7:50, 10;10, Fri Sal late show 12:15 


STEP UP (PG) Sat Sun 11:25; Dally 4:25, 9:35; Fri Sal late 
show 11:50 


YOU, ME AND DEPREE (PG, sexual content, not recommend- 
‘ed for young children) Sat Sun 1135; Daily 4:50, 10:00; Fn Sat 
late show 12:15, 


BARNYARD (G) Sa! Sun 11:30, Dally 2:10, 4;05, 6:10 


19200-102 Ave 421-7020 


BORAT (14A, coarse language, sexual content, crude content, 
not recommended for children) Daly 1:20, 3:30, 7:20, 9:55 


CASINO ROYALE (14A, violence) Daily 12:15, 3:20, 6:30, 9:50 


TENACIOUS D IN: THE PICK OF DESTINY (144, crude sexu- 
al language, substance abuse) Daily 1:30, 3:40, 7:30, 10:00 


THE NATIVITY STORY (PG) Dally 12:50, 4:00, 7:00, 9.40 
HAPPY FEET (G) Dally 12:40, 3:10, 6:50, 9:15 
STRANGER THAN FICTION (PG) Daily 12:30, 3:00, 6:40, 9:20 


TURISTAS (184, brutal violence, gory scanes) Daily 1:00, 4:10, 
7:10, 9:30 


DEJA VU (14A) Dally 12:20, 3:15, 6:45, 9:35 

FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION (PG) Daily 3:50, 9:10 
BOBBY (14A) Daily 1:10, 6:35 
4211-139 Ave. 472-7600 


HAPPY FEET (G) Fii 1:40, 4:10, 7:05, 9:25; Sat-Sun 1:40, 4:10, 
7:05, 9:25; Mon-Thy 4:10, 6:40, 9,00 


CASINO ROYALE (14A, violence) Fri 12:40, 3:40, 6:40, 9:40; 
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Sat-Sun 12:40, 3:40, 6:40, 9:40; Mon-Thu 3:40, 6:90, 9:20 


BORAT (140, coarse language, Sexual content, crude content, 
Not recommended for chikiren) Fri 1:10, 3:10, $:05, 7:10, 9:15; 
Sat-Sun 1:10, 3:10, 5:05, 7:10, 9:15; Mon-Thu 4:35, 7:10, 9:15 


DEJA VU (14A)Fri 1:00, 3:50, 645, 9:35; Sat-Sun 1:00, 3:50, 
645, 935; Mon-Thu 350, 6:45, 9:30 


NATIONAL LAMPOON'S VAN WILDER: THE RISE OF TA) 
(14A, sexual content, crude content) Fri 1:20, 4:00, 7:15, 9:30; 
Sat-Sun 1:20, 4:00, 7:15, 9:30; Mon-Thu 4:00, 7:15, 925 


TURISTAS (18,4, brutal violence, gory scanes) Fri 2:00, 4:40, 
7:30, 9:50, Sat-Sun 2:00, 4:40, 7-30, 9:50; Mon-Thu 4:40, 7:30, 
9:35 


THE NATIVITY STORY (PG) Fri 1/50, 4:90, 6:50, 9:10, Sat-Sun 
1:50, 4:30, 6:50, 9:10; Mon-Thu 4:30, 6:50, 9:10 


THE FOUNTAIN (144) Fri 9:45; Sat-Thu 9:45 


THE SANTA CLAUSE 3: THE ESCAPE CLAUSE (G) Fri 
1250, 2:50, 5-00, 7:20; Sat-Sun 12:50, 2:50, 5:00, 720, Mon- 
Thu 4:45, 7:20 


TENACIOUS D IN: THE PICK OF DESTINY (14A cnxie sau: 
al language, substance abuse) Fri 12:45, 2:45, 4:50, 7.45. 9:55 
Sat 12:45, 2:45, 4:50, 9:55; Sun 12:45, 2:45, 4:50, 7:35, 9:55, 
Mon-Thu 4:50, 7235, 9:40 


BOBBY (144) Fri 9:05; Sat-Thu 9:06 


DECK THE HALLS (PG) Fri 1:30, 4:20, 7:00; Sat-Sun 1:30, 
4:20, 7:00, Mon-Thu 4:20, 7:00 


BLOOD DIAMOND (144, violence, disturbing content, sneak 
preview) Sat 7-00 


GALAXY CINEMAS-SHERWOO! 
2020 Sherwood Drive, 416-0150 


THE NATIVITY STORY (PG) Fri-Sun 1:20, 3:50, 6:20, 9.20; 
Mon-Thu 6:20, 9:20 


TENACIOUS D IN: THE PICK OF DESTINY (144, crude seas 
allanquage, substance abusé) Fri-Sun 12:50, $20, 7:15, 9:40; 
Mon-Thu 7:15, 9:40 


DECK THE HALLS (PG) Fri-Sun 1:0, 3:45, 6:25, 9:15; Mon- 
Thu 6:25, 915, 


DEJA VU (14A) Fri-Sun 12;30, 3:15, 7:00, 10:00; Mon-Thu 
7:00, 10:00 

CASINO ROYALE (144, vidlencs, no passes} Fri-Sun 12:20, 
3:30, 6:45, 10:10; Mon-Thu 6:45, 10:10 


HAPPY FEET (G) Fri-Sun 12:45, 4.00, 6:30, 9:30; Mon-Thu: 
6:30, 9:30 


K 


BORAT (148, coarse language, sexual Content, crude content, 
not recommended for chicken) Fri-Sun 12:55, 4:10, 7:30, 9:50, 
Mon-Thu 7:30, 9:50 


STRANGER THAN FICTION (PG) Fri-Sat 1:25, 4:20, 7:20, 
955; Sun 1:25, 9:55; Mon-Thu 7:20, 9°55 


FLUSHED AWAY (G) Fri-Sun 1:00, 5:00, 7:10, 9:25; Mon-Thu 
7A0, 925 


‘THE SANTA CLAUSE 3: THE ESCAPE CLAUSE (G Fri-Sun 
1:15, 4:30, 7:05, 9:45, Mon-Thu 7:05, 9:45 


ECW: DECEMBER TO DISMEMBER (Gisssification not avail- 
able) Sun 6:00 


8712-109 St. 433-0728 


MANUFACTURED LANDSCAPES (G) Daily 7:00, 9:00 Sat- 
‘Sun 2:00) 


GATEWAY 8 
2950 Calaary Trail, 496-6977 


THE FOUNTAIN (14A) Fri Mon-Thu 7°15, 9:35; Sat-Sun 1:50, 
4.05, 7:15, 935 


MARIE ANTOINETTE (PG) Daly 6:50, 9:25 


THE DEPARTED (184, coarsa language, Violence) Fri Mon-Thu 
7-40; Sat-Sun 1:10, 4:25, 7:40 


FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION (PG) Fri Mon-Thu 7:25, 9:30: 
Sat-Sun 1:45, 3:40, 7:25, 9:30 


BABEL (144, mature themes, not recommended fer children) Fri 
Mon-Thu 7:50; Sat-Sun 1:15, 4:15, 7:50 


FLAGS OF OUR FATHERS (144, gory scenes) Daly £40, 9:20 


THE QUEEN (PG) Fri Mon-Thu 7.00, 8:40; Sat-Sun 1:40, 350, 
7:00, 9:40 


EK JIND EK JAAN (STC. subiitied) Fri Mon-Thu 7:30; Sat-Sun 
1:00, 4:00, 7:30 


FLICKA (G) Sat-Sun 1:30, 335 


LET'S GO TO PRISON (144, coarse language) Sat-Sun 2:00, 
410 


GRANDIN THEATRE 


ct 


STRANGER THAN FICTION (PG) Dally 8:50 


SANTA CLAUSE 3; THE ESCAPE CLAUSE (G) Daily 1:10, 
$10, 5:05, 7.00 


DECK THE HALLS (PG) Daily 1:05, 2:55, 4:45, 6.55 


BORAT (14A, coarse language, Sexual contenil, crud content 
not recommended for children) Daily &:45 


THE NATIVITY STORY (PG) Daty 1:15, 3:20, 5:20, 7.25, 925 
HAPPY FEET (G) Daily 12:30, 2:45, 4:55, 7-10, 9:15 
(CASINO ROYALE (144, violence) Daily 1:20, 4:00, 6:45, 920 


[LEDUCCINEMAS 


4762-50 St, Leduc, 986-2728 
DEJA VU (144) Daily 7.00, 9:30 Sat Sun 1,00. 390 
HAPPY FEET (G) Daly 6:55. 9:20; Sal Sun 1/10, 335 


DECK THE HALLS (PG) Daly 7.10, 9:25 Sat Sun 1.15, 3:15 


CASINO ROYAL (144 Violence) Daly 6:50, 9:35; Sat Sun 1:00, 
340 


MAGIC LANTERN CINEMA-CAMROSE 


(Camrose, 780-608-2144 


CASINO ROYALE (144 violence) Dally 6:45, 920. Sat-Sun 
150 


THE NATIVITY STORY (PG) Dally 7:00. 9:05; Sat-Sun 2:05 
HAPPY FEET (G) Dally 6:55, 9:10; Sat-Sun 2:00 

DEJA WU (144) Dally 6:50 9:15; Sat-Sun 1:55 

DECK THE HALLS (PG) Dally 7:05; Sat-Sun 2:10 


TENACIOUS D IN THE PICK OF DESTINY (144, crude som- 
al language, substance abuse) Daily 9:00 


MAGIC LANTERN CINEMA-SPRUCE GROVE 
205 Main St, Spruce Grove 972-2552. 
HAPPY FEET (G} Dally 7:00, 9:15; Sat Sun 1:00, 3:15 
METRO CINEMA 
9826-101A Ave, Citadel Theatre, 425-9212 


LIVING WITH SUIM/THER BROTHERS’ KEEPERS (STC) Fri 
7,00 Sun 3:00 


A CLOSER WALK (STC) Fi 9:00 Sun 7:00 
THE EVENT (1 4A) Sat 7:00 Mon 9:00 


FIGHT BACK, FIGHT AIDS/THE BICYCLE (STC) Sai 9.00 
Mon 7:00 


NEW WEST MA 
8582-170 St, 444-1829 


THE ILLUSIONIST (PG, mature themes) Fri 4.45, 7.20, 9-45. 
‘Sat-Sun 1:50, 4:45, 7:20, 9:45, Mon-Thu 7:20, 9:45 


JET U'S FEARLESS (PG, vidlencs not recommended for young 

chicken) Fri 440, 7:15, 9:50; Sat-Sun 1/45, 4:40, 7:15, 9:50; 

Mon-Thu 7:15, 9:50 

CATCH A FIRE (144. violence, mature themes) Fri 4:30, 7-0¢ 

9:20; Sat-Sun 1:20, 4:30, 7:00, 9:20; Mon-Thu 7:00, 9:20 

MAN OF THE YEAR (PG, coarse enguage) Fi 4:10, 6410, 

9:10; Sat-Sun 1:15, 4:10, 640, 9:10, Mon-Thu 640, 9:10 

EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH (PG. coerse language) Fri 4:25 

7:10, 9:30, Sat-Sun 1:40, 4:35, 7:10, 9:20; Mon-Thu 7:10, 9:30 
~ 

THE GUARDIAN (PG. coarse Isnguage not recommended for 

young chidren) Fi 4:00, 6:50, 9:40; Sat-Sun 1:10, 4:00, 6:50, 

9:40, Mon-Thu 6:50, 9:40 

PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: DEAD MAN'S CHEST (PG. 

fightening scenes, not recommended for young chidren) Fri 

4550, 8:15; Sat-Sun 1,00, 4:50, 8:15; Mon-Thu 8:15 

THE DEVIL WEARS PRADA (PG) Fri 4.20, 6:45, 2:15, Sat-Sun 

1:80, 4:20, 6:45, 9:15; Mon-Thu 6:45, 9:15 


NORTH EDMONTON CINEMAS 
14231 137th Avenue, 780-732-2223 
THE NATIVITY STORY (PG) Dally 1:10, 4:10, 7:00, 9:30 


TURISTAS (164. brutal vielenoe, gory scenes Daly 2:00, 5:30, 
8:10, 10:40 


NATIONAL LAMPOON'S VAN WILDER: THE RISE OF TAJ 
(14A, semua! content, crude content) Dally 1:40, 4:45, 7:50. 
1025 

BOBBY (144) Daily 3.00 


TENACIOUS 0 IN: THE PICK OF DESTINY (144, crude sexu 
al language, substance abuse} Dally 1:50. 4:30, 8:00, 10:30 


DECK THE HALLS (PG. ne passes) Day 
740, 10:05 

DEJA VU (14A, no passes} Dally 12:50, 4:20, 7:10, 10:20 
‘THE FOUNTAIN (144 Fri Sun-Thu 1:90, 4:40, 7:5, 10-10, Sat 
190, 4:40, 10°10 

CASINO ROYALE (14, Violence, no pas 
12:45, 3:0, 4:00, 6:40, 7:20, 9:50, 10.35; Mon-Thu 12:10, 
12:45, 3:90, 4:00, 6:40, 8:00, 9:50 

HAPPY FEET (G. no passes) Dally 11:55, 2.20, 5:00, 7:30. 
10:00 


STRANGER THAN FICTION (PG) Fn Mon-Thu 1:20. 3.90, 
6:50, 9:45; Saf 1:20, 3:50, 9:45; Sun 1:20, 9:45 


BORAT (14A coarse langueoe. sequel content, crude content, 
not recommended for chikinan) Dally 1:00, 2:10, 5:20, 7:45, 
10:15 


FLUSHED AWAY (G) Daily 12:00, 2:10, 4:15, 6:20 


THE SANTA CLAUSE 3: THE ESCAPE CLAUSE ((G) Daly 
12:15, 2:30, 4.50, 725, 9:40 


BLOOD DIAMOND (144, violence, disturbing content, no pass- 
2, sneak preview) Sat 7:15 


THE HOLIDAY (STC, no passes, sneak preview) Sat 7:00 


ECW: DECEMBER TO DISMEMBER (Cisssification net aver 
able) Sun 6:00 


1QEI7-82 Ave. 33-0728 


THE U.S, VERSUS JOHN LENNON (PG, viclence} Daily 7:00, 
9:00, Sat-Sun 2:30 

BABEL (144 mature themes, not recommended for crwcren) 
Daly 6:50, 9°30; Sat-Sun 2:00 

HALF NELSON (14A, substance abuse, mature thernes) Daty 
7.00 Sat-Sun 1:00 


FAST FOOD NATION (14. coarse language, Saxuet content. 
dsturting content} Daily 9:10; Sat-Sun 3:10 


WEM, 8822-170 St. 444-2400 
CASINO ROYALE (144, viclencs, no 
12:00, 12:30, 3:45, 415, 700, 7 
12:00, 12:30, 2:45, 4:15, 7:00, 7 
DEJA VU (144, Digital) Daly 1.00, 4,00 
HAPPY FEET (G, Digital) Daity 12:45, 0 
HAPPY FEET: THE IMAX EXPERIENCE (G. Digt 
Sun 11,30, 2:00, 4:30, 7:00, 9:30; Mon-Thu 2:00 


930 


ses, Digital) Fri-Sun 
10:40; Mon-Thu 


BORAT (144. coarse language, sexual conten 
not recommended for chidren, Digital) Daly 1 
7:15, 9:40 


NATIONAL LAMPOON'S VAN WILDER: THE RISE OF Ti 
(144, sexual content, crude content. Digital) Daly 


5:00, 725, 10:00 
THE NATIVITY STORY (PG, Digtal) Daly 1220, 335, 6.45 
9.45 


STRANGER THAN FICTION (PG. 


12:10, 2:45, 6:50, 9:50; Sat Mon 12 


DECK THE HALLS (PG. D 
os! 


TENACIOUS D IN: THE PICK OF DESTINY (144 OE Sent 
ai language, substande ‘abuse, Digtal) Daly 17:40, 2:06 
6:55, 10:05 
THE SANTA CLAUSE & THE ESCAPE CLAUSE |G. Digt 


Daly 11:50, 2:10, 430, 7:05, 9:30 


THE PRESTIGE (1 4A, Digital) Fri-Sat Mor 
Sun Wed 10:20 


FLUSHED AWAY (G, Distal) F 
435, Sun 11:55, 2:15 


ue Thu 


Mon-Thu 115 


THE HOLIDAY (STC, Digtal) Sat 7:00 


ECW: DECEMBER TO DISMEMBER (Ctx 
ate, Digital) Sun 6:00 


SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON 


1525-99 St, 496-8585 
THE NATIVITY STORY (PG) Daly 190, 4.00 6 15 


TURISTAS (164 
5:40, 8:15, 10:4! 


NATIONAL LAMPOON'S VAN WILDER: THE RISE OF TAY 
(14 a ‘ 
10: 


mual Content, crude content) exh 


TENACIOUS D IN: THE PICK OF DESTINY (144. crude sens 


al language, sub: Daly 200, 5:00, 7.40, 10:1 


BOBBY (144) Daly 1:20, 4:10, 7:15, 950 
DHOOM 2 (PG, 


3:45, 7:00, 10:00 
DECK THE HALLS (PG) Daty 12.1 


(CASINO ROYALE (144. wolence, no pee 
1:00, 3:15, 4:15 ), a 


3:15, 4:15, 6:30, 7:30, Oa 


20, 4:40, 7:1 


HAPPY FEET (G) Fri Sun) Tue-T 1 
5:20, 6:40, 8:00 


5:20, 8:00, 9.40, 10% 


STRANGER THAN FICTION (PG) Fi Sun Tus T 


BORAT |! » ace Seeuei content, cn 
not mecommendad for ct 
10-4 


FLUSHED AWAY 


9-10; Sun 12:40, 


THE SANTA CLAUSE & THE ESCAPE CLAUSE 


12:45, 3:00, 5:15, 7X 


THE PRESTIGE (144) Deity 1 


BLOOD DIAMOND (' 


sneak preview) 


THE HOLIDAY [STC, no passa 


ECW: DECEMBER TO DISMEMBER (( 
able) Sun 6:00 


| WESTMOUNT CENTRE 


111 Ave, Groat Rd, 455-5726 


CASINO ROYALE (144, voience) Fi 
Sun 12:30, 3:35, 6:40, 2:45 


BORAT (144, coe 
not recommenctad fi 
1:10, 325, 7:10, 215 


p language, sexual content, cude 
shiidren} Fri Mon-Thu: 


THE NATIVITY STORY (PG) Fn Mon Thus 7.00. 9 
12:45, 315, 7:00. 9:25 


HAPPY FEET (G) Fri Mon-Thu 6:45, 9:10: Sat-Sun 1:00, 3:45 
645, 9:10 

(1) 780-352-3922 
DEJA VU (144) Daily 7:00, 9:0 n 1:00 3 


HAPPY FEET (G) Dally 6:55, 9:20; Sat Sun 1:1¢ 
TENACIOUS D IN: THE PICK OF DESTINY (144. $e 920. 
al language, substance abuse} Daly 7:10, 9:25 Sat 

32 


CASINO ROYAL (144. violenos) Dally 6:50, 9:35 
340 
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yst like the ancient pyramids, Montréal’s 


Les Georges Leningrad are a mystery 


MUSICIAN MINGO L'INDIEN EXPLAINS THE ‘BRUTE ART’ OF HIS BAND 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 
east half the fun of Les 
Georges Leningrad is had 
simply describing the band 
zmbers 
ping the band with the post- 
wave/art-rock tag is for 
people who only read for the plot 
tines: the Montréal trio is the kind of 
S$ s6 fabulously, absurdly 
microwaveable genre 
t boring pablum, but 
ight disservice to what 


rs themselves 
j all what they do “petrochem- 
€ kind of help- 
e language that 
words that 


image of, say, a 


her anderthal wan- 


making 
and the 
petro 


tha iu nim. And 


emica k” isr en an especial 


tes | SAT DEC 2(8 PM) 


= LES GEORGES LENINGRAD 
Coe | TH DUCHESS says 
Co | VEWVET UNDERGROUND, $1 


synth player/guitarist/etc Mingo UIn- 
dien and drummer Bobo Boutin—find- 
ing whatever noise they can and 
using it, but with a decided bent 
towards the sinister 

They use instruments in the most 
basic sense of the word; high-end 
synths, guitars, drums, whatever you 
like, are just machines for making 
sounds, generally of the existentially 
disturbing variety, but there’s an 
almost effortless musicality going on 
a kind of unencumbered, basic rhythm 
that people were probably dancing to 
before we figured out agriculture 

But if you had to describe Les 
Georges in the simplest terms, they're 
just bizarre. And not your average 
kind of bizarre, either they've got that 


to pin down its essence as everyone 
else does. 

“We feel like mammals,” explains 
Mingo in a backwoods-thick French 
accent over the phone from Los 
Angeles, where the band is settled for 
a few days after a road trip that took 
them into the Mojave Desert on a 
search for coyotes. “I am thinking like 
a bear or a gorilla or something like 
that. Mammals are savage, but they 
can also be very nice, but most of all 
they are a very primitive thing, which 
I think is what we try do with our 
music, There are no questions, you do 
not think, you just survive.” 


SURVIVAL SHOULD hardly be a worry 


for the group. The band received 
immediate attention across North 
America and Europe with its first two 
full-lengths, 2002's Deux Hotdogs 
Moutarde Choux and 2004's Sur les 
Traces de Black Eskimo, atmospheri- 
cally dancey, sweetly screechy 
albums that were nonetheless over- 
shadowed by the sheer oddity of the 
band’s image—of course, combining 
paper masks, drawn-on sailor tat- 
toos, dirtbag ’80s sunglasses, Sound 
of Music convent outfits and whatever 


the hell else they could find and wear 
will do that. They also had a pen- 
chant for conducting interviews like 
they were characters from Bufuel 
films, including a notorious email 
interview with a Seattle alt-weekly 
where they claimed they were “four 
heads screwed on a crab body. Now 
we are three creatures.” 

(To be fair, this was their way of 
explaining that they pared down their 
original four-person lineup to their 
current troika, though to be even fair- 
er they also claimed to want to “Push 
the limits and eat the biscuits.”) 

Those sorts of antics, fairly unsur- 
prisingly, had most people pegging the 
group as thoroughly mischievous 
avant-gardeists, infused with a lot 
more art than rock. And though it's 
obvious that a certain degree of smirk 
courses through everything they 
touch, Mingo thinks you’ve got the 
band in the wrong light if you're pass- 
ing them off as 21st-centurty Dadaists. 

“We're not surrealist—we’re more 
like children, I think,” he explains sin- 
cerely. “It's about having fun, the sort 
of thing you're doing when you're sit- 
ting on the sidewalk with chalk and 
just drawing, or throwing a superball 


in an empty room, to see tl 
around. We don't have pide 
We’Te just doing things tom 
happy, to have fun with 
“We are professionally! 
Musicians, you know 
ied music, and p! 
music,” continues M 
explaining the difference 
music, for me, is very 
human. I can listen to jazz, bi 
want to play a solo for loll 
would rather play three 
time, because it’s a lot mole 
but it’s a lot more powerftl 
the children, again—the!™ 
do, they're very small ih 
tremendously powerlu! i ’ 
these things are powertll 7 
That raw, childlike pow" 
full force on Sangue Pi 
latest disc. Stripped down ° 
sidering their first tw° a 
exactly boasting coma 
like three people's !1'' ye 
stabs at music, runnin’ 


from the tribal “E!! 


Sabachtini,” which mis val 
Native American drum* 


t ha Georges sort of four-alarm, blinding unique- 
gra ness that only seems to come from 
rate Is saying © Québec—equal parts whimsy, expres- 
its = Animal Collective in _ sionism and unabashed confidence 
permanent Halloween: a group of Keeping with that spirit, the band 
pe —in their €, singer Poney P, seems to have just as much fun trying 
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~ ON THE COVER 


bran @vueweekly.com 


Jectronica with heavy metal, think 
hat backwards-capped douchebag 
nd his ass with two hands, let alone 
nt something. 

gelinos Fear Factory, on the other 
been experimenting with metal and 
ie sounds since the early 1990s, way 
one ever thought to call what it does 
fal." Drummer Raymond Herrera 
that the band’s innovative sound stems 
fom the diversity of music the group lis- 


Hon’t just listen to Slayer,” he says. 
you've got a band made up of people 
m to all different types of music, it'll be 
fin the band.” 


H DIVERSE in the music he listens to, 
S interests outside of music Span the 
has been into video games from a 
Ng age and even formed 3volution Pro- 
a company that creates voiceovers, 
and original music for video games. 


OM PREVIOUS PAGE 


Blished synth-dance of “Skulls in the 
Hom the half-surf rock “Mange Avec Tes 


‘0 the paranoid drum crashing on 
Ornicone 


a the aesthetics of the album are 
a UD by its title, which bucks their 
*nd of absurdity for something, 


pe teason was because ‘sangue puro’ 
pee laughs Mingo. “Much better 
aS abo) ta 
Methin ut a return to something to the 
ati oe with no artifice,” he 
= : -ke—well, it’s what we call 
, Bion j €xactly the right word in 
itive, Now how to say it exactly— 
“ng, brute, sort of simpler.” 


onton’s chill puts the 
r into Fear Factory 
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ink-that Fred Durst.was the firstto = -FEAR FACTORY 


ee | WITH SUFFOCATION, HYPOCRISY, DECAPITATED 
i | STARLITE ROOM, $25 


With all these extracurricular activities, it's sur- 
prising he even has time to go on tour with his 
band. 

“Ironically enough, I get more rest when I’m 
on the road,” he laughs. “It’s insane, all the stuff 
I do, and I keep making myself busier and 
busier.” 

Until the band arrives in town, Herrera will be 
Keeping busy running his business interests 
from the road as well as playing a lot of 
videogames. One thing he won't be doing as 
they tour our home and native land is stopping 
to explore the great outdoors. While Herrera is 
looking forward to this Friday's show at the 
Starlite, he’s not looking forward to braving our 
weather. 

“It gets so stupid cold up there,” he says with 
startling accuracy. “I try not to go outside at all, 
because it’s way too cold for me.” w 


IT SAYS SOMETHING about Les Georges 


Leningrad, though, that even its attempts at 
being simple are practically drenched in the 
kind of orbiting-a-different-sun bizarreness that 
people would associate with artifice and art 
rock. For instance, there’s the fact that parts of 
the album were supposedly recorded in a bat 
cave in the woods of Québec—the bats even get 
a nod on the cover of Sangue Puro. 

Then there's the recurrent triangle imagery. 
The album art is covered with them, to the point 
where they even include the word “Triangula” on 
the back page. And though it’s hardly bizarre that 
a musical threesome should feel an affinity for a 
three-sided polygon, it’s Mingo’s explanation of 
the whole thing that lends it an air of obfuscating 
oddity that seems to be in their blood. 

“It is sort of like an Egypt, mysterious thing,” 
he explains, with a smile that can practically be 
heard over the phone. “We can't tell you all of 
the mysteries behind what we do, because then 
it would give us all away, and maybe break your 
dreams of who we are. You can’t always know 
the truth right away—sometimes it's good for 
something to be mysterious.” v 
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sdpigeon crafts deliciously wistful 
Jog pop gems on Songbook 


rape / narythiista@vueweokly.com 
with music sO precious 
wld shake it like a snow 
and watch the glitter fall, 
the album equivalent of 
ning—hyper-clarity and 
jymination combined with 
og of fancy. 
ing is the first full-length 
estral-pop ensemble of 
esting under the rubric of 
son to midwife the aural 
of Mark Hamilton—the 
mmaker who has a taste for 
harbours a longstanding 
-directed outrage against 
ij treatment of Donovan in 
Back. 
ommon ground between 
’s stylings of the British 
wteur and Woodpigeon’s 
abbit-hole wonderland 
milton evokes the fresh 
hof the era, before hope 
» bitterness, innocence 
into juvenilia and energy 
flo frenetic acting-out. 
danger here of portraying 
dilettantish art-hippies, or 
lem in with Belle & Sebast- 
g but lazy comparison that 


their earnestness, tangled ~ 


Band storytelling and arti- 
proach. Their closest coun- 

we were going to get all 
and name drop our way to 
ly that branches out into the 
podpigeon, would be to 

in with the trinity of Cam- 
len Cameras, Aztec Camera 
fa Obscura 


iS A sweet-voiced, sweet- 
Nan whose conversations 
Belf are held in the presence 
mal war between cordiality 
|. Woodpigeon has escaped 
of his head and home stu- 
indered unprotected into the 
World of the music busi- 
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ness. He signed with Edmonton's Rec- 
tangle Records in August, and, while 
they're kindred and cosy, Hamilton is 
apprehensive about shepherding his 
creation further into the industry. 

“When you finish something, it does- 
n't belong to you anymore,” Hamilton 
states. “It becomes something different. 
All of a sudden, there are decisions to 
make about management and touring 
and distribution. | find it hard to give 
things away—it'd be weird to have 
strangers working for you.” 

He prefers to be surrounded by 
friends. On stage, the bear-like front- 
man is supported by crush-worthy 
indie ladies (“Girl voices are more 


like instruments; boy voices I see 
more as ... ah ... a sex object”) anda 
couple shy guys making up the 
rhythm section. 

“I wanted it to be all girls, but these 
are sensitive guys,” he laughs. 

“I feel very lucky in the people I get 
to know. They're all smart, hot, and 


“wicked,” Hamilton asserts. He tips his 


hat to his tribe by populating songs 
with their names: thus Alison Yip, 
artist and musician, becomes head- 
mistress of a mythical boarding school. 
“I found the right people; I don’t have 
to lead in a fascist way. People add 
their parts, and | like the differences. 
There's room for serendipity.” 

For instance? “We used a vintage 
Mellotron in ‘The Alison Yip School 
for Girls’. It's like a really old sampler, 
reel-to-reel. The tape rewinds itself at 
the end—listen carefully and you can 
hear the ‘zzshup’.” w 


PREVUE / SAT, DEC 2 (9 iy! / NICK PERREAULT / 


WITH THE ye ILL 
SIDETRACK CAFE, 


REVILLE, THE KIRK / 
$8 Nick Perreault is stepping out 


/ 


/ 


no minors 


from behind the Deadcity Serpents’s drumkit and 
into the spotlight as the frontman on his solo debut, 
The Good Intentions. With local producers Chris 
Wynters and James Murdoch at his side, Perreault 
says that he approached the sessions from an over- 
ambitious standpoint, determined to make a record 
with legs—the sort of album that takes time to 
grow on people, offering many a mysterious avenue 
to explore and discover. That meant taking chances 
and trying things out along the way without worry- 
ing about the potential for failure. The trio recorded 
the album in short bursts that spanned nearly a 
year, constantly throwing ideas back and forth and 
finding new approaches as they went. “Because it 
was so collaborative between the ideas of the pro- 
ducers and my ideas, | think it kind of sprawled,” 
Perreault reflects. “My worry about it for a long 
time was that it would be schizophrenic and kind of 
hard to follow, but | think ultimately it does have a 
common thread. There are a few little things that | 
can tell tie it together, and | think that as people lis- 
ten to it, they'll understand why it was done the 
way it is.” —EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
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fever 
@ TAKING NIGHTLIFE TOANEW DEGREE @ 


THE TEMPERATURE IS RISING 
CAN YOU FEEL THE HEAT? 


— UP WEDNESDAYS 
«50 EVERYTHING ELSE ALL NIGHT 


WIN YOUR TUITION 
MAXIMUM $4000 
BRING YOUR STUDENT ID TO ENTER 


Sunday Dec 31st. 206 bs 
Fever Nightclub ( CARNIVAL 2006 


SUITE 2554, UPPER LEVEL 
WEST EDM. MALL * 443-6666 
WWW.FEVERNIGHTCLUB.COM 


LISTINGS FOR YOU 


= 
>: 


THU 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Dutf 
Robison 

BACKDRAUGHT PUB (pen stage: 
Spm 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE Daniele French; 
8pm 


PARTY PUB 
Open stage hosted by Alberta Crude; 
6-10pm 


‘SHELL THEATRE-FORT 
‘SASKATCHEWAN Habitat for 
Humanity’s Christmas Concert the 
‘Sandy Foster Quintet (incl. members 
of Razor's Edge) hosted by Duncan 
Paterson; proceeds go to Habitat for 
Humanity; 7:30pm; $20 [adv. at 
TicketMaster}/$25 (door) 


DRUID Open mic hosted by Chris 
W/nters every Tue; Spm 


DUSTER'S PUB Jam hosted by 
Brian Petch 


FOUR ROOMS Christina Schmolke: 
8pm 

THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pisnos, no cover: 8pm 

JAMBIERS PUB Thursday open jam; 
7-llpm 

J AND A BAR AND GRILL Open 
stage with Tha Poster Boys 
(pop/rock/blues); 8:30pm-12-30am 
WORTH GLENORA HALL Jam host- 
ed by the Wild Rose Old Tyme. 
Fiddlers Society; 7-10pm 
BYRNE'S Mouming Wood 


POWER PLANT That | Guy, quests; 
8pm (door); $2 (door) 

SIDETRACK CAFE 47 Fonin, Neil 
MacDonald, The Burnin Sands; Spm; 
$7 (door) 

STARLITE ROOM Wintersieep, Vail 
Haleny licensed show no minors; 8pm 
(door), $14 (adv at Unionevents.com, 
TicketMaster, Megatunes, Blackbyrd, 
Listen 


URBAN LOUNGE Red Ram, The 
Omega Theory 

VELVET UNDERGROUND Shout Out 
Out Out Out (12° single release lis 
ening party), DJ Nik 7, DJ Jaycie 
Jayce, Generic, Dusty Grooves and 
Quests; 8pm (door) 

WILD WEST SALOON Kory Wios 


WUNDERBAR Cashew Butter and 
Jam (tribal and eclectic roots) hosted 
by Tippy Agogo; first session with 
Nerkehwerks (Bill and Tippy! 30pm. 


$ 
DJS 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Escapack 
Entertainment 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE [)s spin 
on two levels 

BUDDY'S Wet underwear contest 
with Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy 


ESMERALDA'S Big and Aich 
Thursday: top 40, country 


FILTHY McNASTY'S Punk Rock 
Bingo with OJ SWAG. 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 


Requests with 0) Damian 


GAS PUMP Ladios Nite: Top 
40/dance with DJ Christian 


GINGUR SKY Urban Substance 
Thursdays: with Urban Substance 
Sound Crew, InVinceable, 
ShortRound. Spinyele, BabyGirl, and 
Toueh It 


KAS BAR Urban House: with DJ 
Mark Stevens; 9pm 


NEW CITY | Love ‘Bs 


ON THE ROCKS Salsa and the City 
9:30pm danes fi Cuban salsa 
DY 10 follow 

OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 


ROOM SOUTH Retro to Neve clas 
sic rock, R&B, urban and dance with 


SIC 


DU Mike; Spm-2am, no cover 


RED STAR Femme Fatale: rock. pop, 
hip hop with DJ Kelty 


THE ROOST Gorgeous: featuring 
hostess Dr. Lexexi Tronic, Drag Kings 
‘and Queens, burlesque and rotating 
game shows, bands upstairs monthly 


‘STANDARD 1.) Denny Howells (UK): 
tickets available at TicketMaster, 
Treehouse, Underground (WEM). 
Colourblind 


VELVET UNDERGROUND NAMLS 
WLCM: Electro, techno, no wave, hip- 
hop with QJ Nik ?; 8pm (door) 


WUNDERBAR In and Out: with DJ 
Paul end Frank 


X-WRECKS PUB SlowBurn 
{blues/rock); Bpm-12am 


YARDBIRD SUITE Johanna 
Sillanpaa; 8pm (door). Spm (show); 
$10 (member)/$14 (quest) at 
TicketMaster 


CLASSICAL 


CONVOCATION HALL Songs of the 
Evening, Spinit, and the Season. 
University of Alberta Concert Choir 
Debra Cairns (conductor), John Scott 
{assistant conductor), Jonathan, 
Hamill (accompanist); 8pm; $10 {stu- 
dent/senior/$15 (adult) 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Edmonton 
‘Symphony Orchestra, William Eddins 


‘ i i 
PREVUE / THU, NOV 30 (8 PM) / WINTERSLEEP / 


advice from these guys. 


LIVE MUSIC 


AVENUE SKATEPARK Fort Knox 
Five, quests 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE Dale Ladouceur, 
Al Brant: 8pm 

CASINO EDMONTON Saddle Ridge 
(country) 


(CASINO YELLOWHEAD Colleen 
fize and Comerstone (country/rock) 


DUTCH CANADIAN CENTRE 
Charity Swing Bash: Rollanda Lee 
and her Gentlemen of Swing; 8pm- 
Tam; $17 {advi/$20 (door): available 
at 604-7572 

FESTIVAL PLACE Barra MacNeil 
{Celtic}; 7:30pm; $30 {cabaret)/$28 
{box)/$26 (theatre) at the Festival 
Place box office, TicketMaster 


FEVER NIGHT CLUB Global Fridays 


FORT HOTEL-FORT 
‘SASKATCHEWAN Carson Cole: 
8pm (door); Spm (show) 

FOUR ROOMS Christina Schmolke: 
Spm 

FRESH START CAFE Martin Kerr, 6- 
8:30pm 

THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no cover; 9pm 

JAMMERS PUB Country/tock band, 
9-2am 

JEFFREYS CAFE Gordie Matthews 
{country/blues); $10 


JEXYLL AND HYDE PUB Headwind 
(pop/rock; 9:30pm 

MAVERICK BREWING CO. Darren 
Frank, me EPIC, AA Sound System: 
$10 (free EP ‘teaser CD) 


NEW CITY The Romantics. 
Cockatoo, The New Vain; 8:30pm; 
$25 (adv. at TIX on the Square, 
Megatunes, Blackbyrd, Freecloud, 
Listen, New City), $30 (door) 


ON THE ROCKS Ozzy Osmunds, DJ 
Shawmibis 


SIDETRACK CAFE The Uncas, The 
Fabulous BeeFeeders, The 
Secretaries; Spm; $10 (door) 


STARLITE ROOM Fear Factory, 
Suffocation, Hypocrisy, Decapitated 
(metal): 7pm (door); $25 at 
Unionevents.com, TicketMaster, 
Megatunes, Blackbyrd, Listen 


URBAN LOUNGE Vacation on Mars 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Crop 
Circle, Seven Devil Fic 8pm (Door); 
no minors; $6 (door) 


WILD WEST SALOON Kory Wios 


STARLITE ROOM /$14 With the weather at its 
homeless-popsicle-making best, these guys have got 
the right idea. we're gonna sleep through the winter, 
too, but maybe wake up in time to get some how-to 


(conductor), Horacio Gutiérrez (piano): 
7pm; $23-$64 at the Winspear Centre 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Element: 
D'n’B/house/breaks with Degree, 
Phatcat, Neal K. Shortee, Sweets and 
more 


BAR-B-BAR DJ James; no cover 
BAR WILD Bar Wild Fridays 
BOOTS Hetro Disco: retro dance 


BUDDY'S We made ‘em famous! DJ 
Eddy Toonfiash, come early to avoid 
Tineup, no cover before 10pm 


DANTE'S BISTRO Text Messaging 
Singles Party: For singles 25-40; com- 
pletely anonymous, totally addictive 


ESMERALDA'S DJ Jimmy Friday, 
Bpm (door) 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Top tracks, rock, retro with DJ 
Damian 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with DJ 
Christian 


HALO Mod Club: indie rock, new 
wave, Brit pop, and “60s soul with DJ 
Blue Jay, DJ Travy D; no cover before 
10pm: $5 (after 10pm) 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotiq Friday: 
Breakbeat, house, progressive and 
electro with Groovy Cuvy, Du Fuze 


NEW CITY Friday Night Freek Out 
Rockandroll/punkrock/abitofever- 
thing/indy with Duis: Jebus and 
Anarchy Adam (CJSR's Your Weekly 
AA Meeting), G-Whit (Wednesday 
Night Heros) 


(ONE ON WHYTE Friday Nights: DJ 
Choklit Elvis and DJ Spyder 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New clas- 
sic rock, R&B, urban and dance with 
DJ Mikee; 9pm-2am; no cover 


RED STAR Loaded Friday, indie rock 
and Brit pop with DJ Readymade: 
Flyboy 


‘THE ROOST All Request Dance 
Party: with DJ Jazzy 


RUM JUNGLE Peoples DJ Spinning 
SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 


LOUNGE Deep House: with Friday 
resident DJ Luke Morrison 


‘SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND 
ROLLERSKATING DISCO Top 40 
request with a mix of retro and disco; 
7pm-12 midnight; $6 ($4 rental/pair) 
STOLLI'S Top 40, R&B, house with 
People’s OJ 


STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 with DJ 
Tysin 


TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
Flashback house/hard with Johnny 
Dangerous, Andy Inertia, quests; 1- 
7am 


URBAN FRAT All New Funktion 
Fridays: Invinceable, Bomb Squad, 


NOVEMBER 30 - DECEMBER 6, 2006 


MUSIC 


EEK 


Black Empera 0.8, Weapon X, 
BabyGirl and DJ Game 


'WUNDERBAR Featured DJ and 
Local Bands 


Y AFTERHOURS Foundation Fridays 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Hair of 
the Dog: 4-6 pm 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE Riverdale 
Bluegrass; 8pm 

CASINO EDMONTON Saddle Ridge 
(country) 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD Colleen 
Rae and Comerstone (Country/rock) 


DRUID (JASPER AVE) Open stage 
all ages; 2-Hpm 


FORT HOTEL-FORT 
SASKATCHEWAN Carson Cole, 
Bpm (door); Spm (show) 


FOUR ROOMS Christina Schmolke; 
Som 


FRESH START CAFE Prairie Cats; 6 
8:30pm 

HOMEGROWN SOUL SHACK Sai 
top rap groups; 5pm 


THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no cover; 9pm 


JAMMERS PUB Saturday open jam, 
3-7:30pm; country/rock band, Spm- 
2am. 


JEFFREYS CAFE Paul Ledding [jazz 
singer); $7 


JEKYLL AND HYDE PUB |loadwind 
(pop/rock); 9:30pm 


MORANGO’S Open mic hosted by 
Tommy every Sat; 7pm 


O'BYRNE'S On the Patio: Chris 
Wyniers, Scott Peters: 3pm; no cover 


ON THE ROCKS Ozzy Osmunds, DJ 
Shawnibis 


OVERDRIVE Mr. Lucky (blues/roots): 
‘Spm-lam; grand opening 


QUEEN ALEXANDRA HALL Come 
‘On In My Kitchen: Northem Lights 
Folk Club: Mark Sterling and Karla 
Anderson and Ron Rault, Stewart 
MacDougall and Dave “Crawdad” 
Canterra; 7pm (door), 8pm (show); 
$18 at TIX on the Square, Acoustic 
Music, Myhre’s Music 


REDNEX BAR AND GRILL-MOR- 
INVILLE SlowBum (blues/rock) 
9:30pm-1:30am 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM The 
Heebee-Jeebees, Ho Ho Hocus 
Pocus: 7:30pm; $17 (adult}/$15 (stu: 
dent/senior) a: TIX on the Square 


SIDETRACK CAFE Nick Perreault 
{CD release party), The Smokes, Will 
Preville, The Kirk; Spm; $8 (door) 


STARLITE ROOM A Journalists for 
Human Rights presentation in support 
of Global Minds/Mentes del Mundo: 
Radiovacana, Emcee_E and the 
Hidden Gemz, Jesse Dee Three; 8pm 
(door), Spm (show); $12 (advi/$15 
(doar); available at Listen, Blackbyrd. 
Megatunes, SUB info booths 


URBAN LOUNGE Vacation on Mars 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Les 
Georges Leningrad, Duchess Says; 
8pm (door); $12 at Unionevents.com, 
TicketMaster, TicketMaster, 
Megatunes, Blackbyrd, Listen 


WILD WEST SALOON Kory Wios 


YARDBIRD SUITE Alain 
Caron/Frangois Bourassa; 8pm (door), 
Spm (shows), $20 (member)/$24 
(guest) 


ZAKS ON 51ST AVENUE Live band 
‘and dancing every Sat; 10pm-lam 


CLASSICAL 


CONVOCATION HALL Festival of 
Lights: Music and Dance of India: U 
af A Indian Music Ensemble Faculty, 
Amie Maciszewski(director, sitar), 
Seema Ganatra, Sharmila Mathur 
(sitar), Ojas Joshi (tabla), Indian 
Music Ensemble, Niyati Dhokai (vio- 
lin), Meera Varghese (Bharat Natyam 
dance), Jeevan Patel (tabla), Kamaljit 
Bajwa (Hindustani vocal), Rohan 
Bhogal (tablal; 8pm; $15 
(student/senior//$20 (adult) 
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GINGUR sxy 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE 


NEW CITY Law) 


ONE ON WHYTE Sat 


RED STAR i 


Fry. Nova Musica. 
gorciuctorl: 2pm: 
door 

University of 
Wendy 
pm: $10 (stu 
Dist) 
‘ite Festal 
eonast 7300, 
(hoxl/$26 (theatre) 
pe box office, 


ED CHURCH 
ext Concordia 
Ringers 
arty Chamber Choir, 
Dhow. 20pm: 


ric impr, 


BEHOUSE Got To 
oi), Motown, and 
Bllswn 


CLUB Rotating 


Hiphop with Dus 
Bard Echo: no 


Bi02-15) 
INCE 10) 


Sper 


AGE | 


pve, 433-5768 © KIN 


T1607 Jag, 
m4» MUTT: 


578 » NEW CITY Si 


ay Bl 
WONE ON 
Bemud Cr 
PRA HALL 
2D * RED 


ME HALL 1073 


1089.7 


BU ofac 


AFTERHOURS 


2nd floor, 10368 Whyte Ave, 
‘4Mpus, 492-0601 * TAPHOUSE 9020 MckKenny Ave, St. Albert, 458-0860 « 
10018-105 St * UNF HALL 1062998 St » URBAN FRAT 10220-103 St » 


fs; Bpm (door $10 fad) at 
‘Homegrown, Soulshack and 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE Rub 


"Dub Unitas Again: DJ Jebus and DJ 


‘Anarchy Adam (CSR's Your Weekly 
‘AA Meating); The Simpson's at 9pm 
‘THE ROOST A fabulous Drag show 
‘every Sunday featuring Hostess 
‘Connie Lingua, rotating quests, 
singers, drag Queens; $2; free pool 


STOLL Stolli’s House Arrest: with 
Johnny Dangerous, Andy Inertia, 
guests 

URBAN FRAT Ail New Urban Ladies 
Night Sundays: With E-town's Fab- 
four: InVinceable, Game, Weapon X 
and BabyGirl 


Trance, dance and 
rave styles with OJ Regan and Co 


5 SS 
PREVUE / WED, DEC 6 (9 PM) / DAVID P SMITH / 
STARLITE ROOM / $7 With banjos, accordions, 


euphoniums and the neatest tunes this side of the 
Mason-Dixon line, how could you go wrong? 


MON 


LIVE MUSIC 


FILTHY MeNASTY'S PUB Metal 
Mondays Presents: Greyhound 
Tragedy (CD release party), Down The 
Hatch, Spm 


JOHN L HAAR THEATRE U of 
A/Grant MacEwan Big Bands; 
73pm; $10 {adultl/$8 (student/sen- 
ior) at TIX on the Square 


LB.'S PUB House band; 9:30pm- 
Jam; no cover 


NEW YORK BAGEL CAFE Marco 
Claveria (samba to Bolero) every 
Monday 

PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY 
HALL Acoustic Instrumental Old Time 
Fiddle Jam hasted by the Wild Rose 
Old Tyme Fiddlers Society; 7pm 


SIDETRACK CAFE Maverick 
Mondays: Open Stage with Ben 
Spencer: 9pm, no cover 
TAPHOUSE Monday Live: with Big 
Tickle; 830-11;30pm; no cover 


CLASSICAL 


CONVOCATION HALL Music at 
foo ‘Student Recital Series; 12pm; 


‘STUDIO 27, FINE ARTS BUILDING 
Faculty Recital: Bianca Baciu (piano), 
with Murray Vaasjo (violin), lan 
Woodman (cello), 7:30pm; $15 (stu- 
dent/senior)/$20 (adult) 


\WINSPEAR CENTRE Many Moods 
of Christmas: The Greenwood 
Singers, University of Alberta Faculty 
of Education Handbell Ringers, 
Elizabeth Koch and Shelly Young 
(flutes), Edith Stacey (bassoon), Helen 
Stuart (piano), Jeremy Spurgeon 
(organ); 8pm; $20-$30 at Winspear 
box office, TIX on the Square 


DIS 


BAR WILD Bar Gone Wild Mondays 
Service Industry Night: no minors; 
9pm-2am 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Polar 
Mondays: with DJ Penny Tentiary 
BUDDY'S Amateur Strip Contest 
with Mia Fellow, DJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy 


FILTHY McNASTY'S Metal 
Mondays: with DJ SWAG. 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE Nake 
it Munchie Mondays: House with DJ 
Dusty Grooves. guests 


O'BYRNE'S Best local musical talent 
with DJ Angus 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 


AVENUE SKATEPARK Montreals 
Blind Witness, All Else Fails and They 
Evoke 

BUND PIG PUB AND GRILL Open 
stage with Mark Ammar; Spm 


DRUID (JASPER AVENUE) Open 
stage with Chris Wynters and guest 
LEGENDS PUB Open jam hosted by 
Gary Thomas 

‘SHDETRACK CAFE Dresden Row, 
Everyother, Black Notice; Spm; $7 
(door) 

YARDBIRD SUITE Jam session 
every Tue: Jim Head Trio; 8:30pm 
(door), Spm (show); $3 


CLASSICAL 


CONVOCATION HALL University 
Symphony Orchestra, Michael 
Massey (conductor): 8pm; $10 (stu- 
dent/senior}/$15 (adult) 

‘ST. ANDREW'S UNITED CHURCH 
Vocal Alchemy: Gaudete-A concert of 
music, carols and readings for the 
‘sea80n of Advent: John Scott (con- 
ductor); Spm, $10 (door) 


DJS 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE D.Js spin 
‘on the main level 

BUDDY'S Free pool and tourney, DJ 
Arrowchaser 

ESMERALDA’S Top 40, country, R&B 
with OU Foreplay, DJ Jimmy 

FUNKY BUDDHA (Whyte Ave) Latin 
and Salsa music, dance lessons 8- 
10pm, 

NEW CITY UIKWID LOUNGE The In 
Kraut: Mod R&B , Northem Soul, "60s 
Garage, and Mod Revival with Dr. 
Brick 

SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Tapas Tuesday: popular 
house beats with DU Kevin Wong 
‘SPORTSWORLD ROLLERSKATING 
DISCO Aetro Night music flash 
backs from the “50s, ‘60s, 70s, ‘80s, 
and the “90s; 7pm-12 midnight; $6 ($4 
rental/pait) 

VELVET UNDERGROUND The 
British Invasion: 8pm (door); no 
minors; no cover 

'WUNDERBAR Hipster Twister with 
Twister Board and DJs 


WED 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Open 
mic with Duff Robison; 8pm 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Glitter 
Gulch Wednesdays 


FIDDLER'S ROOST Little Flower 
‘open stage: 7:30pm (door); $2 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open Mic 


McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH A 
Cozy Canadian CVnnistmas: Jay 
Kuchinsky Duo; 12:10-1pm 


The Metro World Beat Band with 
Enrique 


NEW CITY LIKWID SUBURBS 
DAY Wednesdays: 8:30pm (door); $5 


HALL Acoustic Bluegrass Jam 
Presented by the Northern Bluegrass 
Circle Music Society every 
Wednesday evening 


POWER PLANT The Hidden 
Cameras, Born Ruffians; Bpm {door}; 
all ages, licensed event: $14 (adv at 
Blackbyrd, Listen. Megatunes, Power 
Plant. SU Info Booths 

SIDETRACK CAFE Dual; Spm; $7 
(doar) 


URBAN LOUNGE Keep 6, Black 
Berry Traffic 


WILD WEST SALOON Trick Ryder 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Deco 
Wednesdays. Soulful Deep House 
with Nic-E and Smooy 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Giitter 
Gulch: roots music every Wednesday 
with DJ Buster Friendly; no cover 
BUDDY'S Hump day with DJ Sexy 
Sean 


FEVER NIGHTCLUB Industry 
Wednesdays 


HULBERT'S Wobbly Wednesday: 
downtempo, smooth jazz, with DJ 
Frederick 


LEGENDS PUB Hip hop/R&B with 
DU Spincycle 


(NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Robobot Du 3000 


NIKGG DIAMOND'S Punk and ‘80s 
metal every Wednesday 


RED STAR Funk ‘n’ Soul: funk. sou), 
disco, nu jazz, reggae. hip hop with 
Coo! Curt, Yuri, Junior Brown, Remo 


STANDARD Wednesday Gone Wild 
Feat: with OJ Nestor Delano 


STOLL'S Wild Cherry: House/aarege 
with Tripswiteh, Hezidnt Funk, fusion 
with Steve Velocity 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Lushious 
Wednesdays: Retro altemative dance 
with The JBOTS; no minors; Spm 
{door}: $4 


\WUNDERBAR Found one 
Danceliall and old school rap with DJ 
Toma and Aminder Brown 


ALBERTA BALLROOM Crowne Plaza Chateau Lacombe, 10111 Bellamy Hill, 429-1000 * ARDENTHEATRE 5 St 
Anne Street, St. Albert, 459-7494, 451-3090/459-7494 * ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 7704-104 St, 432-4611 « 
AVENUE SKATE PARK 9030-118 Ave, 477-2149 ® BACKDRAUGHT PUB 8307-99 St, 430-9200 * BACKROOM 
VODKA BAR 10324A-82 Ave, upstairs, 436-4418 * THE BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 10765 Jasper Ave 420-9098 « 
BARWILD 10552 82 Ave, 951-9456 » BILLY BOB’S LOUNGE Continental Inn, 16625 Stony Plain Rd, 484-7751 « 
BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 10425-82 Ave, 439-1082 * BLIND PIG PUB 32 St Anne Street, St Albert, 418-6332 
* BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave, 989-2861 * BLUES ONWHYTE 10329-82 Ave, 439-5058 ». BONNIE DOON 
HALL 9240-93 St, 708-6555 * BOOTS 10242-106 St, 423-5014 * BUDDY’S 117258 Jasper Ave, 488-7736 * CAFE 
BRITT 1, 20 MacLeod Avenue, Spruce Grove, 220-8993/962-2511 * CARGO AND JAMESTEA SHOPPE 10634- 
82 Ave, 433-8152 « CASINO (EDMONTON) 7055 Arayll Rd, 463-9467 * CASINO (YELLOWHEAD) 12464-153 
St. 463-9467 * CASTLE ROCK 507 St. Albert Rd, St. Albert, 458-8766 * CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 2021 
Millboume Rd, West, 462-6565 * CONVOCATION HALL Arts Building, University of Alberta, 492-0601 » COW- 
481-8739 * CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB 15277 Castle Downs Rd, 113 St, 472-7696 * DANTE’S BISTRO 17328 Stony Plain Rd, 486-4448 * 
: (05 St, 990-1792/964-3168 « DEWEY’S LOUNGE Power Plant, U of A Campus, 492-3101 * DOW CENTENNIAL CENTRE SHELL THEATRE - 
® SATCHEWAN 8700-84 St, Fort Saskatchewan * DRUID 11606 Jasper Ave, 454-9928 * DUSTER’S PUB 6402-118 Ave, 474-5554 » EXPRESSIONZ CAFE 
Use 471-9125 * FESTIVAL PLACE Telus Theatre, 100 Festival Way, Sherwood Park (449-3378 * FEVER NIGHTCLUB Phase 3 of WWEM, 961-3117 * FIDDLER'S 
39 St FILTHY MCNASTY’S 10511-82 Ave, 916-1557 * FOUR ROOMS Edmonton Centre, 102 Ave, 426-4767 * FRESH START CAFE Riverbend Sq., 433- 
KY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 10241-82 Ave, 433-9676 * GAS PUMP 10166-114 St, 488-4841 « GINGUR SKY 15505-118 Ave, 913-4312/953-3606 * HALO 

+IIALO * HOMEGROWN SOUL SHACK B102, 10324-82 Ave, 989-7009 * HONEST MUR’S BAR AND GRILL 8936-82 Ave, 463-6397 * HOR 
alehioo Rd, Spruce Grove, 962-8995 * HULBERT'S 7601-115 St, (436-1161) * THE IVORY CLUB 2940 Calgary Trail South * JAMMERS PUB 11948- 
3° JAND R BAR AND GRILL 4003-106 St, 436-4403 » JEFFREY’S CAFE AND WINE BAR 9640-142 St, 451-8890 » JEKYLL AND HYDE 10610-100 
|*J.'S PUB 13160-118 Ave, 489-7462 « JOHN L. HAARTHEATRE Grant MacEwen College, 10045-156 St * J.P RANCH SALOON Jasper Place Hotel, 
Pain Rd * JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 1145587 Ave, 427-2760 » JULIAN’S PIANO BAR Chateau Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway Ave, 732-4583 « KAS BAR 
IGSKNIGHT PUB 9221-34 Ave, 433-2599 » L.B’S PUB 23 Akins Dr, St. Albert, 460-9100 * LEGENDS PUB 6104-172 St, 481-2785 * LEVEL 
Pet Ave, 2nd Fl, 447-4495 « McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 101 St, McDonald Drive, 468.4964 * METRO CLUB AND BILLIARDS 10250-106 
(ART HALL-ALBERTA COLLEGE 10050 MacDonald Dr * NEWCASTLE PUB 6109-90 Ave, 490-1999 * NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 10081 Jasper 
UBURBS 10081 Jasper Ave, downstairs, 413-4578 * NEW YORK BAGEL CAFE 8430 Gateway Blvd, 432-2003 * NIKKI DIAMOND'S 
d* NORTH GLENORA COMMUNITY LEAGUE 13535-1094 Ave, 457-9417 * O’BYRNE’S 10616-82 Ave, 414-6766 * O'CONNORS IRISH PUB 9013- 
WHYTE 10544-82 Ave, 437-7699 « ORTONA ARMOURY 9722-102 St. * OVERDRIVE 6104-104 St, 988-5457 * OVERTIME BOILER ANDTAPROOM 
sing, 106 St 485-1717 * PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY HALL 10860-57 Ave, 474-5270 « POWER PLANT U of A Campus, 492-3101 * QUEEN 
0425 University Ave, 438-6814 * RATT (ROOM AT THE TOP) 7th Fl, Students’ Union Building, U of A Campus, 492-2153 * RED'S WEM Phase 
STAR 10534 Jasper Ave, 428-0825 * RENDEZVOUS 10109-149 St, 444-1822 » RIGOLETTO’S CAFE 1068-108 St, 429-070) « RITCHIE UNITED 
ve * RIVERSIDE BAR AND GRILL 3265t. Albert Trail, 460-1122 * THE ROOST 10345-104 St, 426-3150 + ROSEBOWL 10111-117 St, 482-2589 * 
596 Ave, 429.3624 * RUM JUNGLE Phase 2, upper level, EM, 486-9494 » SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND LOUNGE 10416 Whyte Ave, 
ORTSWo! SAVOY 10401-82 Ave, 438-0373 * SIDETRACK CAFE 10238-104 St, 421-1226 « SOUTHMINSTER-STEINHAUER UNITED CHURCH 1040-19 
rp RLD INLINE AND ROLLER DISCO 13710-104 St, 472-6336 » ST. ANDREW'S UNITED CHURCH 9915-148 St, 482-7649 * ST. BASIL'S CULTUR- 


| Ave, 438-6410 © ST. TIMOTHY'S ANGLICAN CHURCH 8420-145 St * STANDARD 6107-104 St, 438-2582 « STARLITE ROOM 10030-102 St 
. z 
pots 437-2293 » STONEHOUSE PUB 11012 Jasper Ave, 420-0448 * THE STUDIO 9510-105 Ave * STUDIO 27 Fine Arts 
TOUCH OF CLASS Chateau Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway, 452-7770 * 
URBAN LOUNGE 8111-105 St, 439-2388 « VELVET 


DET a onso-102 St (downstairs), 428-1099 * WILD WEST SALOON 12912-50 St, 476-3388 » WINSPEAR CENTRE 4 Sir Winston Churhill Sq, 428-1414 


MUNITY HALL 13915-115 Ave, 436-1554 * WUNDERBAR 8120-101 St, 436-5586 * XWRECKS 1014350 St. 466-8069 * Y AFTERHOURS 10028- 
“yahterhours.com * YARDBIRD SUITE 10203-86 Ave, 432-0428 » YESTERDAYS Pub 112, 205 Camegie Dy, St. Albert, 459-0295 
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UPCOMING SHOVS: EDIE [7 SEPTEMBER STONE & THE MCEWANS » DEC 8-9 
OZZY OSMUNDS - DEC 63 STICH FIGURE & CITY VOX - DEC 14 ORMUS- 
DEC 15-1G CRUSH * DEC 20 DAYZPAST AGGRESSION 


pecs! MUSTARD SMILE 


CHAMPAGNE, PARTY FAVORS & BJ GILLIGAN TICKETS: $25.00 AVAILABLE AT THE URBAN LOUNGE 


ve at The ONE sonic 402.9 PRESENTS 


TEN SECOND EPIC ie tutu saws 


LJ EROMLIT ELVIS- TICKETS: $40.00 AVAILABLE AT TH ONE ON WHYTE 


53° prinks until 12 
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Shooter Specials All Night 
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No Line No Cover 
Until Midnight 
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“HER 


FEBRUARY 8 
EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE 


EDMONTON AB - DOORS 7 PM - GENERAL ADMISSION - ALL AGES 
BUY TICKETS AT UNIONEVENTS.COM 


TICKETS AVAILABLE AT ALL TICKETMASTER EUILETS, 
ticketmaster.ca T\CKETMASTER.COM ¢ CHARGE-BY-PHONE 451-800 
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Romantics still rock, but without the red leather suits 


yan @vuowoekly.com 

Past of the world 
ows about the Roman- 
ng begins and ends with 
awn Songs from the early 

| Like About You” and 
Your Sleep.” In fact, the 
hion of those ditties is 
Jodge the tunes in your 


Bost people don’t know 
hand's early albums were 
wy, lust-filled tributes to 
ion—the group's original 
re heavily influenced by 
poise of the MC5 and the 
fon the mean streets of 
st side, the Romantics 
fred by the British punk 
id the band’s hometown 
they loved having fun 
hords and two-minute 


Hy 30 years later, they are 
for having created some 
) influential and beloved 
lof all time. Though there 
few lineup changes, the 
band has remained, and it 
bring its brand of music 
over the world. 
pnist Brad Elvis, joyous 
t, visionary songwriter 
extraordinaire replaced 
{also the drummer for 
fee years ago, joining the 
t after the release of the 
st album, 61/49. As the 
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WITH COCKATOO THE NEW VAIN 


ku 
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Qa. 
newest member, Elvis reflects on how 


he feels about being in a band with so 
much history. 


Black Dog Frechcaase 


“Its fun playing their songs, and 
they’re all great kissers,” he laughs. 
“Just joking. I think I fit in—I try to 
rock it. It’s good straight ahead rock 
‘n’ roll. I think | come from that same 
school as Clem: that Keith Moon, 
crazy drumming, crazy sticks kind of 
school. Playing with the Romantics 
has been great. 


“THE ROMANTICS are stilt writing new 


songs,” Elvis continues. “I've written 
some, Mike Skill writes a lot—he's an 
original member, and he's quite prolif- 
ic. We hope to put another album out 
this year. 61/49 is a good rock album 
The songs are longer two minutes. In 
fact, they might be up to three min- 
utes by now. 61/49 is still pop—it still 


has the hooks, and it’s still rock. | 
think that there is a little more blues 
influence on it, and I say that loosely 
because they don’t have any blues 
songs, kind of like a Rolling Stones’ 
rock ‘n’ roll song. People dig it. Being 
artists, that’s all you can ask for 
That's your best pay.” 

By now you may be wondering 
what kind of crowd a band the 
Romantics attracts over 20 years into 
their careers 

“Our crowd is kind of a mip 
says, adding j 
towards people who gre 


r-old tady 
came 
said ‘man, you v 
You may also be wc 
band like the Romant 
ly aged over the yea 
"They're very old and creepy,” he 
says quickly, be laughing. “Oh 
wait. Can I take that back? That will 
be my last gig. Hey, we all have our 
hair, so th a good thing! They 
don’t wear the red jeather suits any 
more. We kind of have these 
strings, top hat things and g 
‘I'm joking. We try to be 
able, and wear neat suits. [ t 
still be considered handsom 
though we're really old.” w 
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Ruffians causé 4 scene 


yueweekly.com 
tell the US border police, 


in shocking news, mem- 
; of Born Ruffians have 
m to drink while on tour in 
2 
0- year-olds enjoying them- 
ranada might not raise an 
ue to this revelation, it 
caused quite a kerfuffle 
suthern cousins, 
ere a few harsh states that 
ys near alcohol at all,” 
‘drummer Steve Hamelin. 
jiterally stuck outside some 
i until we played. Luckily 
ers] Hot Chip let us on their 
the clubs were really 


and that still can’t legally 

erica, however, Born Ruf- 

attracted a lot of media 

notably from indie hype 
itchfork. 

been a band for four years,” 
j says, “but it went from 
mows who we are to lots of 

Il of a sudden.” 

e attention has come from 
first Canadian band signed 
Records, a label witha 
adition in electronic music. 
has nothing but positive 
ay about his new friends: 
pretty new, small band, 
jays the issue of you being 

k burner, but anytime we 
they treat us like we're their 
ly. It felt like we were work- 
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ing with like-minded people.” 


HOWEVER, HAMELIN is wary of the 
dangers of excessive exposure for 
such a young band, noting that not all 
of the attention has been positive. 
"There's been some backlash from it, 
but we don’t really care too much,” he 
Says. “We take our careers pretty seri- 
ously but we don’t want to take our- 
selves too seriously. The world would 


‘JILLBA RBER.COM 
if ‘ 
@0 : eo Hono CALs wae” Cilia Vee 


still go on without Born Ruffians.” 

One thing that still irritates Hamelin 
is how people describe their music 
He admits being influenced by the 
sounds of Wolf Parade and the Flam- 
ing Lips, but he finds comparisons to 
be frustrating. 

“I can’t blame the press for doing 
it," he says. “We get a lot of Pixies 
comparisons, which is fine. We'd like 
to think we're doing something new 
and different, 

“You might not have even heard of 
some of the bands you're being com- jes 
pared to,” he continues. “The best 
thing for us to do is to keep finding 
our own unique sound.” vw 
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EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 


“In the winter of '35, we 

wy) were freezing all in the dirt 

/ Well, the breakers came 

THES ROKXS in, they brought the hammer 

down / They own the judge and the 
jury and they own this here town.” 

I Pulled that one right out of “Minto 
Chipman,” the opening track on the 
debut album from the Smokes. It’s a 
good indication of the band’s lyrical 
style—the words conjure up a noirish 
landscape of tangled webs and wrong 
turns. Dark stuff, to be sure. 

Looking for a description of the 
band’s sound, it’s easy to latch onto 
the hints of Bob Dylan, Neil Young 
and the late ‘60s Rolling Stones, but 
that’s only half the story. The music 
might be coming from a similar 
place, but the Smokes defy simple 
comparisons. It’s better to say that 
this band rattles and crashes, bash- 
ing its way through the songs with 
the kind of abandon that comes with 
a runaway train. 

While the mix of tumbling traps 
and acoustic and electric guitars is 
crucial to the band’s sonic identity, 
just as important are the shouted 
vocals, with the whole band sweep- 
ing in and out of the picture. The 
effect is a sense of urgency as they 
sing of murder and roads and rivers 
and trains. The Smokes work them- 
selves up into a frenzy that catches 
like a spark on the sun-scorched 
grass. See them live at the Sidetrack 
on Sat, Dec 2 


ist- 


records&cds 
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JILL BARBER 
FOR ALL TIME 
BAUDELATRE/DEPENDENT 


JOEL KELLY / joel @vueweekly.com 


Jill Barber must get tired of 
wy) hearing second-rate critics 

continually try to describe 
THS ROCKS her music. Granted, it’s 
hard to describe her evocative voice 
without bringing up favourable com- 
parisons to Sarah Harmer, Neko Case 
and the like. I don’t know about you, 
but I would find it limiting if someone 
insisted on describing my writing as 
“kind of like Sandra Sperounes, only 
with poor grammar and childish 
metaphors,” 

Luckily, Barber's latest release, For 
All Time, is deserving of merit enough 
to stand on its own without contrived 
comparisons. With a strong founda- 
tion of support from accomplished 
Canadian musicians, including Jim 
Cuddy (of Blue Rodeo) and her big 
brother Matt Barber, Barber's Canadi- 
ana folkloric twangs echo her home- 
town of Halifax. Her songwriting 
borders on cabaret at times, but set- 
tles into a mellow, melody-driven 
cohesion over 11 songs. 

For All Time stands out as a dis- 
tinctly excellent contribution to 
Canada's rich landscape of singer- 
songwriters. Maybe we should com- 
pare Sarah Harmer’s next record to 
jill Barber instead of the other way 
around? Barber plays the Horowitz 
on Thu, Dec 7 


10649.124 street 
780.732.1132 
www.listenrecords.net 


this weekend! 
dec. 1 - dec. 3 
friday - sunday 


anniversary 


SALE! 


great gift ideas 


discwasher vinyl care kit | swan lake: beast moans LP/CD | p.i.1.: metal box 3LP 
‘sufjan stevens: songs for christmas SCD | pixes: loudQUIETIoud DVD | gift certificates! 
wire: pink flag/chairs missing/154 LPs | posters | neko case: live from austin DVD 
john fahey: sea changes & coelacanths 4LP/2CD | v/a: nuggets boxset 2LP/4CD 
\ bright eyes: noise floor 2LP/CD | sunn o)))/boris; altar CD | record bags 
taxi driver OST picture disc LP | t-shirts | in like flynt/ our man flynt OST LPs | & more 


HILLS LIKE WHITE ey 
HILLS LIKE WHITE Eirias 
EMAMPINEIT AC 


BRYAN BIRTLES /bryan@vueye) 
I always see 4} on 


someone put 
where their mouth j 
port them as bes} we, 
course they put out recy 
ly suck. Luckily, th 
with upstart Champio; 
first release Hills Like whiz, 
Though it loses fo, F 
Like White Elephant 
Atmospheric and intricate 4 
filled with the usual , 
drums, but it’s the 
tion that really pu 
The cuter than cut 
sounds are exciting, and the} 
the fourth and fiial ty 
Athens” grabbed my 
Made me wish the EP were 
EPs ought to make you want{ 
but too many times shorty 
come across my desk that |i 
to be over before they've beg 
I’m excited for whatever 
coming from Champion City® 
Hopefully the people behind 
have the wherewith< 
money) to keep the la 
join the myriad of other grea 
that have sprung from our 
tundra in the last five years. [i 
White Elephants play Mutt 
Sat, Dec 2 


MIRAH 
pDE REMIXES 
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REMIX! It's oneal 
y pidest words (allel 
ache and ho) to cof 
MASISUK pop music. Theres! 
shift in tempo and someone 
Furtado or Busta Rhymes 00 
the frame and screams It @l 
their powerful lun; Not tal 
can't be awesome; Bjork, loft 
recruits the top brains in all 
to make her sound even mole 
and beautiful. 
Unfortunately, \ 
This collection of rem! 
an adequate job of ' 
kind of Cat Power for?) 
hate Matador records—0ul™ 
fectly sensible milieu 
ern promiscuity couple 
hermeneutics and | 
in the middle of Duss*" 
up with Kraftwerk. ; 
lyrics with fun little » 
and drum samples 8" 
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coming back to haunt 


othing wrong with this 


it's well produced, the 
res are excellent and the 
singing is above average. 
altogether the album is, 
dated; it kind of sounds 
fly excellent album that 
Mien could have made. 
it's been a long time since 
rd anything from them. 
me wrong here, either. 
od album, even if it does- 
thing new to the table. It 
ise fans of Greyhound 
well as fans of that sludgy 
ind. And there’s no denying 
y of their live shows, so 
out on Mon, Dec 4 when 
iithy McNasty’s with Down 


lex@vueweekly.com 
fotten Apple? How about 


anks isn’t rotten; he’s just 
= got so much money that 
illar bills into soup kitchen 


are so chromed-out (ie 
people he shoots think 
Ing the bright light before 
lis bootylerious harem is 


but you probably need a 
» Woofer to enjoy the 
®r what have you. Post 


about sending some of 
Way, 


Vulgar band names aren't © 


that fucking interesting 


oo | ENTER SANDOR 


== | STEVEN SANDOR 
= | steven@vueweekly.com 


What the fuck? If there is one trend 
with up-and-coming bands that's more 
Noticeable than the rest, it's got to be 
the amount of young bands from around 
the world that try to get some shock 
value by using the F-bomb in their band 
names. Thing is, it's so bloody common 
now that it’s not shocking at all. 

Some readers here may remember 
a show at the old Rebar headlined by 
then-Matador Records hipster-band 
Fuck. The show was kind of boring, 
but the band’s name caught the eye. 

In Texas, fans of industrial metal 
dig a band by the name of Fuck the 
Mainstream, who boast on its Sound- 
click.com bio that the band name is 
“very broad and open to interpreta- 
tion, plus ‘fuck’ is the only word that’s 
still not acceptable in the media's 
mainstream.” 

Not acceptable? Really? We are 
now besieged by a series of young 
bands with Fuck-ing names. Holy Fuck, 
one of Canada’s hottest new bands— 
and one of the best live acts you'll 
see—play electronic music with old 
technology like camera film and vin- 
tage tape recorders. Hardcore up-and- 
comers Fucked Up just graced the cover 
of Toronto's Eye Weekly. Edmonton 
fans of grindcore may have just caught 
Relapse Records's artist Fuck the Facts, 
the pride of the Ottawa metal scene, 
when the band played Avenue 
Skatepark a couple of weeks back. 

“| know some bands use it for shock 
value,” says Fuck the Facts's Topon 
Das. “But for me, it wasn't like that. 
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CAUGHT IN THE WEB 
UNIVERSAL REPUBLIC 
Awesome, despite the 
Eight million references to 
Chicken noodle soup 
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| know it’s crass, but ; 
This disc is textbook “Same shit, 
Different asshole” 


WA 
GHETTO ARC PRESENTS 
SERIOUS TIMES 
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SOUNDBLUNTZ 
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AWESOME MUSIC 
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Soul, house, dancified covers 
And fattish white dudes 


It's just a word. You see and hear it all 
the time, even on mainstream TV.” 

Das talked to Vue from a tour stop 
in Nelson, BC, and the city fathers 
there didn’t quite see “fuck” as just 
another word. 

“Really, the most difficulty we'd ever 
had was tonight,” says Das. “Basically, 
people here just freaked out when they 
saw the name, and we were basically 
forced to sign a contract where we 
promised we wouldn't swear onstage 
or corrupt the youth of Nelson.” 

A quick search of the word “Fuck” 
on MySpace found bands like the UK’s 
Fuck-Off Machete, New Jersey Christ- 
ian rockers the Fuck Souls (that's right, 
even the Christ-rockers are getting 
into F-bombs) and my personal 
favourite, Chicago's the Fuck Around 
Kids, who invite you to download the 
Music for the surefire hit, “Want a 
Vagina, You Have a Vagina.” 

The fuck-name thing is booming, 
but it isn’t new. Spain's the Pleasure 
Fuckers have been playing punk for 
years and hardcore fans will recall 
that two legendary ‘80s acts, Toronto's 
Bunchofuckingoofs and the American 
Crucifucks, were pioneers in breaking 
the F-bomb name taboo. 

So, if you're thinking of placing the 
F-word in your up-and-coming band’s 
name, thinking the shock value will 
get a few extra people to your shows, 
the statute of limitations is up on that 
one—except in Nelson. As the late, 
great band Mclusky once sang: “Fuck 
this band, because they swear too 
much.” w 


Steven Sandor is a former editor-in- 
chief of Vue Weekly, now an editor 
and author living in Toronto. 
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their adopted hometown of Red Deer, 
the band decided it was time for a 
complete break with the hardcore 
punk of its past and Gloom Room 
was created. 


ers,” says Rathjen. “We just got more 
digital and didn’t have guitars at all.” 


BRYAN BIATLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 
ike a lot of other kids, Ryan 
| Rathjen’s parents didn’t exactly 
approve when he informed 
them he'd started a band. 

Even though his father had some 
serious misgivings, however, he stil 
found a way to support the young 
Rathjen’s artistic endeavours. And 
even though Rathjen’s father, a pastor 
in the central Alberta town of Bentley, 
wasn’t about to let his son’s metal 
band jam inside the church where he 
preached, he was willing to find a 
place for them. 

“Our band was called Kill, and my 


dad wouldn't let us jamin the church Rebel | FAI DEC 1 (8 PM) 

because we were called Kill and we = GLOOM ROOM 

played a bunch of really bad shit—lots co WITHTHE ee iL DOWN THE HATCH, 
of swearing and some anti-church = BROTHER V 


music,” explains Rathjen. “So we had 
to do it in [the church’s] boiler room.” 
Kill eventually morphed into a band 
called Trainwreck Diaries, then lost its 
guitarists to marriage and other 
tragedies. With no more guitars, and 
perhaps a lack of available talent in 


has quickly built a name for itself. 


much fun.” 
“We just said ‘fuck it’ to guitar play- 


Named after a discotheque in a Spi- 


Wouldn't you prefer 


we had your back? 


single or double row seating 
onboard movies 
fold-down tables and laptop plug-ins 


complimentary snacks and beverages 


va Vo CU 


several departures daily 


$6] ow 


including GST between Edmonton and Calgary 


Ask about our special discounts 
and ticket packs 


800 232 1958 
WWW.REDARROW.CA 


BOOKING A CHRISTM red arrow 
wwww.s TA R Li ¥ EROOM.CA mater soeeh CALGARY | RED/DEER | EDMONTON | FORT McMURRAY 
50 sWVIEE NOVEMBER 20 - DECEMBER 6, 2006 MUSIC 


THE STUDIO SI 105 AVENUE), $B {ALL AGES) 


derman comic, Gloom Room melds 
the energy of punk with the dance 
floor vibe of electronica, and the band 


“When you go to DJ shows, if you're _ 
not dancing you're a square, but at a 
punk show everyone's so afraid to 
look stupid,” Rathjen laments. “It kind 
of sucks; you can never have too 


THE MEMBERS OF Gloom Room 


recently moved to Edmonton to take 
advantage of the larger, more diverse 


scene and the additiona) 
a bigger city provide: 
“We moved to’ Ed; 
we thought it had | 
Scene in Alberta,” Rathjeyg 
"All the bands we were 
from here.” 
The move to Ed Montey 
been without moments th; 
band members think th 
they'd gotten in over tha 
When they moved here 
was primarily a riot city, pil 
the murder capital of Canady 
“In the rioting days, | thoy 
pretty fucked up, but nota 
getting stabbed all the tig 
Rathjen. “I'd rather there 
than a stabbing ’ 
Wouldn't we all? v 


eokly.com 
exsmith, baby-faced 
, boy of Second Cup’s 
an music Series, admits 
really care for their 
ny, frilly beverages. 
ic, but don't like the 


gular joe kind of guy-” 
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ut, these days you have to 
ye in how you get your 
there .. There’s so many 
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petition for a listener's ears 
op.” 
musician is frank when he 
alleis between that stiff 
n and the economic reali- 
ing music for a living. 
a lot of good things hap- 
pul I'm not making a great 
feflects. “We're still carting 
found by ourselves, setting 


the dizziness of freedom,” 
Wegian philosopher Soren 
E That's vividly true for you 
fies. According to my reading 
gical omens, you'll thrive on 


arise as your mind is bog- 
bled by liberating dramas. 


i iN advance of my scheduled 
ould you like to know what 
early release? Four things: 
Onsibility for the ways | had 
IY wn suffering. (2) | prac- 
ateful for the lessons my 
Hi me. (3) | thought deeply 
4 | could take to atone for 
other people, (4) | vowed to 
Ie | felt as a motivation to 
©! nd kinder and wilder. 


an 


Does one of your challen 

| 4 

- ‘eed some slack? If SO, 
Eres my offer. {'I] perform 


sarinks, he explains. “I'm — 


bur pretty good relationships — 


THU, DEC 7(0 Pl) 
RON SEXSMITH 
WITH JILL BARBER 


Lu 
= 
| Wen HOROWITZ THEATRE, S27 


[= 


things up. Every night we magically 
end up on stage.” 


HOWEVER, IT WOULD appear that Sex- 
smith has found a niche for himself, 
one that perhaps jives nicely with the 
“Adult Alternative” vibe of his espres- 
so-flavoured sponsors, although Sex- 


“I’m not very 
photogenic ... The 
photos where I am 

smiling, they're usually 
the ones in my mom’s 
photo album.” 


smith doesn’t really care what label 
his music is stuck with. 

“| describe my music as pop 
music,” he says. “I grew up listening 
to pop radio, but it’s not what they 
call pop music these days. It was all 
melodic—that was the thing that real- 


a healing ceremony for a relationship of 
your choice. In return for doing you this 
favour, all | ask is that you, too, carry out a 
ritual in behalf of the same relationship. 
Think of it as being akin to a “matching 
funds” grant: I'll help you if you help your- 
self. It is the perfect astrological moment 
to do this—to make splashy gestures that 
invoke blessings for relationships that are 
in need of a shift. Now send me a brief 
description of the relationship you'd like 
me to shower some magic on. Write to 
uaregod@comcast.net. | won't be able to 
write back, but | will definitely carry out a 
ritual for you. 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 

“They might be small, spiky and spineless, 
but they're still family.” So begins a 
National Geographic story about sea 
urchins, creatures that biologists now 
know have far more in common with 
humans than anyone realized. (They share 
7 077 genes with us, and are actually on 
the same branch of the evolutionary tree 
of life.) Let that opening sentence be your 
motto during the coming week, Cancerian, 
as you adjust your attitude towards not 
only the runts and outcasts of your tribe, 
but also towards the parts of yourself that 
you tend to neglect and underestimate. 
Now say this: “They might be small, spiky 
and spineless, but they're still family.” 


LEO (JUL 23-AUG 22) 

| hope that one day you will learn how to 
give all the extraordinary love you have to 
offer. Another one of my greatest desires 
for you is that you will cultivate, earn and 
seize all the freedom you need in order to 
become yourself completely. To my great 
pleasure, you've recently begun to tune in 


jay be a corporate poster 
, but Sexsmith isn’t smiling 


ly pulled me in, the melodies and the 
sounds of the singers. In a way you 
don't want to be categorized at all, 
but it is just a category.” 

As laissez-faire as he is about 
labels, however, Sexsmith has also 
encountered the uglier side of music 
marketing, most recently with the 
American release of his latest record. 

"They're totally redesigning the art- 
work,” he says, mildly irate. “They 
didn’t want my face on the cover. 
Now, there’s a tiny little picture of me 
on the back.” 

Then again, Sexsmith readily 
admits to being somewhat uncom- 
fortable in front of a camera. : 

“I'm not very photogenic,” he 
laughs. “We live in a very visual age; 
my music is not really for the eyes. The 
photos where I am smiling, they're 
usually the ones in my mom's photo 
album. My whole family, we don’t real- 
ly smile for photos. I wish I could be 
more relaxed around cameras.” 

Photogeneity aside, ultimately Sex- 
smith doesn’t want to hide behind a 
public persona, either. 

“I've always felt that my records are 
kind of like my billboard,” he says. 
“You don’t see too many pictures of 
Bob Dylan smiling.” w 


to the possibility that these two goals 
might be extremely fun for you. During 
the coming weeks their hold on your 
imagination should heat up considerably. 
In 2007, | hope they'll become your 
modus operandi, your Weltanschauung 
and your raison d'étre. 


VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22) 

In one of Aesop's fables, a donkey becomes 
enamoured of the crickets’ serenades. Long- 
ing to produce the same sound himself, he 
goes to a cricket for advice. “What kind of 
food gives you that sweet-sounding voice?” 
he asks. The cricket says, “My food is the air 
and the dew.” The donkey then begins a 
new diet, hoping that by eating nothing but 
air and dew he too will be able to make 
beautiful, whirring melodies. It doesn’t hap- 
pen, of course. The donkey merely starves. 
Let this be your teaching story for the com- 
ing week, Virgo. Sing your own song with 
your own voice, whether that sounds like a 
hee-haw or a warble. And get the exact nur- 
turing that will help you sing your own song 
with your own voice, not the nurturing that 
helps others sing their special tunes. 


LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22) 

As a general rule, standing your ground 
and dealing squarely with a problem is 
the best policy. But for you right now, 
escape is a viable option. In fact, | think 
that running away is actually preferable. 
All | ask, though, is that you choose a 
specific place to flee to, so that you're 
Not just running from something but also 
running toward something. As long as 
you're driven solely by a big NO, in other 
words, dashing around will weaken you 
and aggravate the problem you're dodg- 
ing. But if you're also motivated by a vivid 


MUSIC 


YES, you'll find the strength and wisdom 
to make all the right moves. 


SCORPIO (OCT 23- NOV 21) 

Earth Island Journal says scientists have 
discovered natural ways to clean up old 
munitions sites. If you plant periwinkle 
and parrot-feather plants in soil that's 
been bombed with TNT, they'll soak up 
and neutralize the noxious stuff. | urge 
you to find the metaphorical equivalents 
of periwinkle and parrot-feather plants 
this week, Scorpio. It's a perfect moment 
to detoxify the places in your life where 
past battles left behind toxic debris 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21) 

On Jupiter's moon Europa, there is an 
absolutely straight narrow line about 190 
kilometres long. NASA’S photos show it 
clearly. Commenting on this improbably 
regular feature, renowned author and 
inventor Arthur C Clarke says he finds it 
hard not to conclude that it was con- 
structed by intelligent life. “I'm beginning 
to think the unthinkable,” he writes. 
Make that sentence your watchword in 
the coming week, Sagittarius. Be ready to 
imagine the unimaginable, see the unsee- 
able and think the unthinkable: And | 
mean that you should do that with the 
most optimistic attitude possible. Accord- 
ing to my reading of the astrological 
omens, the almost unbelievable 
prospects coming into your sphere are 
interesting and invigorating. 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19) 

As | see your situation, it’s like you're act- 
ing famished even though the cupboards 
are stocked with goodies. You're pining 
and moaning to be close to a treasure 


that’s right next to you. You have 98 out 
the 100 things you need, and yet you just 
can't stop obsessing on the two that are 
missing. If I'm wrong about this, Capri- 
corn, just ignore what I'm saying and 
fejoin me next week. But if you suspect | 
may be on to something, please act fast 
to purge your delusions al 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18) 

This week, | propose that you feel grati- 
tude for every person who has ever told 
you that you were inadequate, that there 
was something wrong with you or that 
you would never amount to anything. You 
might even carry out a little ceremony in 
which you bow down to an altar contain- 
ing their photos or slips of paper on 
which their names are written. And why 
am | suggesting this? Because those jerks 
helped motivate you to become as cool as 
you are. And if I'm reading the omens cor- 
rectly, it’s time to summon a huge new 
burst of creative energy as you disprove 
their misbegotten ideas about you even 
more completely. 


PISCES (FEB 19- MAR 20) 

Why do cigarette-makers put ammonia in 
their product? For the same reason that 
drug addicts use ammonia to tum cocaine 
into crack: It helps render the nicotine 
and cocaine into a gas, making it easier 
for the lungs to absorb them, and dramat- 
ically amplifying the high. | hope you can 
find a healthy, legal and metaphorical 
equivalent to this process in the coming 
weeks, Pisces. You have both a poetic 


license and an astrological mandate to 


squeeze at least three times more fun 
and insight out of every single thing you 
do. It’s the Intensity Season. w 
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While I've been told on more than one 
occasion | ama ladies’ man, | can't hon- 
estly say that I'm a ladies’ lady. Which is 
why my good pal Erin Porter is filling in 
this week to discuss the exciting world 
of lesbianism, something | am clearly 


= poorly versed in. Erin's an accomplished 


LV 


local writer, a pal and confidante. But 
most importantly, for our purposes, she's 
a dyke! —Luke Foster 


You might say that I'm a minority within 
a minority. Yes, | am a lesbian, but | also 
like to sip fancy drinks with umbrellas, 
sport lacy pink lingerie and envy gay 
men for their inherent ability to be fabu- 
lous. 

My girlfriend, Dana, blow-dries her 
hair every morning and enjoys shopping 
.. for clothes. And my lesbian pals are 
fairly feminine in dress and manner. So, 
for the most part, the dykes in my life 
are reserved, girly women. Then it's 
probably no surprise that | generally 
don’t see the broad differences in gen- 
der identity that define the lesbian com- 
munity. This changed one dark and 
stormy night when | visited a certain 
Edmonton lesbian bar with Dana. 

Hand-in-hand we walked through a 
truck-filled parking fot and into the 
entrance of Edmonton's last remaining 
dyke bar. Dana later described the place 
as having the feel of a small-town bar— 
a bit dark, grimy and definitely tiny. But 
charming. Sort of 

| sauntered up to the bar to buy my 
lady a drink from a cowboy-hatted 
woman with a wry smile. Behind her, | 
noticed a library of girly-kitsch—mainly 
"50s-style pin-ups, naked lady sculp- 
tures. Images of cartoonish chicks 
which, weirdly, looked more like me than 
anyone in this bar—you know, the over- 
the-top female ideal, Betty Boop but 
with with long blonde hair and slightly 
smaller boobs. It clashed against the 
backdrop of cowboy boots, steel-toed 
boots, plaid (lots of plaid!), tight black t- 
shirts and weed-whacked haircuts. Add 
to this the fact that everyone was 
approximately 30 years older than me, 
and, well, it was a bit weird 

After grabbing my girl a beer, we sat 
down at a booth. As | sipped my 
Heineken—umbrella-free, unfortunate- 
ly—! grew increasingly jealous of 
Dana’s vest. Unlike her, | stuck out like a 
sore thumb, in dress pants, a turquoise 
sweater and—you guessed it—lipstick 

For the first 10 minutes, we were 
unsure of whether to stay or go. Finally, 
a few cute 20-something dykes swag 
gered towards the pool table, sporting 
pixie-cuts and carpenter jeans. We 
shrugged our shoulders and just as we 


decided to stay a little longer, a rough 
voice boomed 

Hey honey, this is our table!” We 
looked up to see a middle-aged woman 


in plaid (again with the plaid!) standing 
above us. Behind her, three awkward 
looking women fidgeted 

Dana and | exchanged glances. “Par- 
don me?” | asked, with one eyebrow 


ladies’ night 


cocked. 

“This is our table. Our drinks are 
here,” said Crew-Cut, gesturing to a few 
tired bottles boasting a couple centime- 
tres of stale beer. 

| explained to her that since no one 
was sitting at the table, we’sat down. 
Simple customary behaviour in a bar. 
Crew-Cut didn't say anything but 
instead, released an odd inaudible 
growl. 1 

| ignored Dana's subtle kick under the 
table, and stood my ground as Crew- 
Cut's face turned red. 

“You don’t own this table,” | said, 
wading deeper into the pissing match. 
As it usually is, my bitchy diplomacy was 
a bad strategy. | readied myself for 
engaging in fisticuffs, because it was 
obvious Crew-Cut wasn't backing down 
without a fight. Then Dana finally cut in, 
thankfully sparing my cherubic mug from 
what would have been months of recon- 
structive surgery. F 

“You know what? | bet there's room at 
this table for everyone, guys! Can we 
just sit with you?” said Dana. | wasn’t 
interested in sharing, but zipped my lip. 

“Well, yes. Ab-so-lute-ly,” said Crew- 
cut to Dana, emphasizing every syllable. 
“You know ... some people would just 
say, ‘Sorry, | took your table’ right off the 
bat. That's all you needed to do.” 


| BIT MY ZIPPED LIP. but since | was 
not interested in relinquishing the 
table completely, we stayed. Thank 
god, after a couple awkward, awkward 
minutes, one of Crew-Cut's pals threw 
us a bone. 

"So, are you a couple?” she asked, 
after telling us her name was Shirley. 

_Shirley was surprised to find out that 
we were a couple and asked us how 
long we'd been together. We chatted 
about our careers—Shirley was a cabi- 
netmaker—and after a couple minutes 
she apologized on behalf of Crew-Cut, 
who, Shirley claimed, tended to be a bit 
aggressive and ridiculous. The rest of 
them just ignored it since it was “just 
her way.” 

Her own hair silver and short, Shirley 
looked more like a mom or a friendly 
next-door neighbour than her grumpy, ill- 
groomed pal. She was friendly, chatty 
and not thrown off by the decades in our 
generation gap. 

In the end, Shirley—and her easy- 
going chums—were pretty alright. I'd 
never had much contact with the 
plethora of different dykes out there— 
soft butches, stone butches, bois, 
transmen, cabinetmakers—until that 
night. At the beginning, | was a weird 
girly minority in a sea of unfriendly 
butches. But by the end of the night, it 
struck me that | was one colour of dyke 
in a multi-coloured rainbow. The con- 
flict with Crew-Cut had reinforced an 
awful stereotype in my mind, but chat- 
ting with Shirley brought me back to 
earth. There are many different fish in 
the dykey sea and not all of them want 
to beat me up 

When Dana and | rose to leave, | 
specifically thanked Crew-Cut for letting 
us sit with them. Her response was curt. 
But it was Shirley who stood and shook 
our hands. w 


CANADIAN NATIVE FRIENDSHIP CENTRE 11205-101 St 
(479-1999) * Basketball; every Mon (5-7pm) * Healing Circle: 
every Mon {6-8pm) * Boxing: every Mon/Thu (7-Spm), every 
Tue (5-7om) © Volleyball; every Tue {6-8pm) * Sewing Circle; 
every Tue [6-8pm) * Beadwork Class; every Wed (6-8pm) © 
C.NFC. Pow-wow; every Wed (69pm) * Hip-Hop Class; every 
Thu (57pm) * Cree Class: every Thu (6-8pm) * Elders and 
Residency, every Fri (all day) * Safe Using and Harm 
Reduction; Last Fri each month (11am-12pm) * Tobacco 
Reduction; every Fri (1-2pm) # Drop-in Night; every Fri (6-8pm) 
COALITION AGAINST WAR AND Intemational 
Hostel basement boardroom, 10647-81 Ave * Monthly meet- 
ing discussing political developments * Wed, Dec. 13 (7pm) 


CONVERSATION CAFE Unity of Edmonton Church, 13212- 
106 Ave © Meeting presented by Rev. Yvonne Racine * 
Every Tue {1-3pm) 

DAY OF LOST PLACES In front of City Hall * A candlelight 
vigil to mark the loss of urban natural areas hosted by the 
Friends of Alberta's Urban Natural Areas * Fri, Dec. 1 (7pm) 


DIVERSITY AND THE LANGUAGES OF REASON Tory 10- 
4, U of A Campus (492-2321) * U of A Political Science 
Speaker Series: lecture by Dr. Emmanuel Chukwudi Eze * 
Thu, Noy. 30 (3:30pm) 


EDMONTON BEREAVEMENT CENTRE Park Memorial 
Reception Centre, 11015-101 St (454-1231, ext 50) * Gref 
information session: It’s That Time Again—Going Through the 
Holidays When We're Grieving * Dec. 9 {10am-11-15m) 


EDMONTON NATURE CLUB Royal Alberta Museum * 
Monthly meeting featuring Gerald Romanchuk speaking on 
birding areas and presenting photos of the birds of 
Christmas * Fri, Dec. 15 (7:30pm) 


EDMONTON SINGLES DINNER AND WINE CLUB 
www. esdwe.com (465 9979) * Dinner, wine, and dancing * 
Dec. 15 


GREAT TRAVEL Hostelling 
International, 10647-81 Ave (454-6216/455-6741) Christmas 
potluck and favourite slides * Dec. 11 (6:30pm) 


IMAGES ALBERTA CAMERA CLUB Allendale School, 6415- 
106 St (469-9776) viwaw.imagesab.ca * Meets every 2nd and 
4th Thu (8pm) each month featuring presentations, speakers, 
‘workshops, outings, monthly and year-end competitions. 
Photographers of all levels are welcome * $40 (individual 
membership)/$50 {family)/$20 (full-time student); visitors may 
attend three times before joining 


INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS DAY-HUMAN RIGHTS 
(AY HOME Art Gallery of Alberta Theatre, 2 Churchill Sq (453- 
2638) © Featuring speakers Michael Phair, Charlene Hay, Ryan 
Lomenda, Morningstar Mercredi, Roxanne Ulanicki, Nija Jalal, 
and Sophia Oyre. featuring entertainment by the Speaking of 
Schizophrenia (SOS) Players, Nailotic Jazz, Spirit Woman 
Singers * Sun, Dec. 10 (2pm) Free with donations of warm 
winter clothing to be distnbuted to focal agencies in need 


INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS DAY WRITE-FOR- 
RIGHTS Earth's General Store, 2nd Fir, 10832 Whyte Ave 
(439-8725) * Amnesty International's Write-for-Rights Write- 
A-Thon © Sun, Dec. 10(1-Spmj 


LUNCH BY THE BOOKS Stanley Milner Library, 1st Fir * 
What Can Happen When Communities and Universities 
Work Together? lecture by Jeff Bisanz * Dec. 7 {12:05- 
12:50) * Free 


MEDITATION * Gadon Samten Ling Tibetan Buddhist 
Moditation Society, 1403-101 St, www.gadensamten- 
fing.org (479-0014) by Kushok Lobsang Dhamchoe: beginner 
Tue (7pm); intermediate Wed (7pm), advanced Sun (11am- 
1pm) * Brahma Kameris World Organization, 
208-10192-105 St, (425-1050) wwaw.bkwsu.org: Raja Yoga 
Meditation 


PARENT TALK (481-1292) Boys and Girls Clubs of 
Edmonton offers support groups and workshops for parents 
at various city locations 


PHILOSOPHERS’ CAFE Stanley A Milner Library 
{Basement in the Edmonton Room), 7 Sir Winston Churchill 
Square * Seeing Double: What~it Anything-Do We Need 
to Know in Order to Appreciate Artworks? featuring Dr. Amy 
Schmitter * Sat, Dec. 2(2-3:30pm) 


THE REAL BEAUTY WORKSHOPS 44 Lister Centre, U of A 
Campus, www .campaignforrealbeauty.ca/workshops * 
Sessions for young girls aged 8-12 and their adult female 
mentors (mothers, relatives, friends-anyone interested in 
starting 2 dialogue on beauty and self-image with a member 
of the next generation ® Sat, Dec. 2 (10am-12Zpm: 9:30am 
cheek-in) « $5 (donation per person; funds go to NEDIC, the 
National Eating Disorder Information Centre) 


SELF ESTEEM SUPPORT GROUP (496-5920) * For women 
who are experiancing chaos as a result of a life crisis and who 
feel isolated * Group meets each week 


SUDAN: CIDA PROGRAMMING IN A FRAGILE STATE 
North Saskatchewan Conference Room, 7th Floor, 9700 
Jasper Ave 1495-8924) * Presentation with David-loss * 
Thu, Noy. 30, 9-11am) Pre-register 


TOASTMASTERS CLUBS + "N’ORATORS Beverly United 
Church meating room, 11919-40 St (476-6963) improve 
Speaking skills, leadership skills, time management, organi- 
zations}, listening and social skills, every Wed {7-Spm) * 
PURSUERS Best Wester Cedar Park Inn, 5116 Gateway 
Boulevard (457-0808) www. pursuers.org: weekly meetings 
to improve your communication and leadership skills in @ 
supportive environment every Wed (?7-Spm) 


VEGETARIANS OF ALBERTA Fiverdale Hall, 9231-100 Ave * 
‘Special Dinstmas potluck dinnec bring a vegetarian, vegan or 
raw dish for at least 8 people * Dee. 10 (5.30-6.30pm dinner, 
6.30-7pm entertainment) * $2 (memberl/$3 (non-member) 


1am by Capilano Mall 55 St 101 Ave) « 
eS eerie nt Coa 
Dec. 17 (meet at 10am at GOld Bar Parking lot) 

WOMEN IN BLACK In front of the Old Strathcona Farmers’ 
Market * Silent vigil every Ist and 3rd Sat ea month, stand in 
silence for 8 world without violence (10-11m) 


WORLD AIDS DAY Remedy Café, 8631-109 St * Come and 
share, discuss, listen and remember with local-global experi- 
ences and idea about HIV/AIDS * Thu, Nov. 30(7-11pm) 


QUEER LISTINGS 


SS SS 

(AGAPE Faculty of Education, U of A Campus * Sex, sexual, 
differences in education and culture focus group * 

Contact Dy, Andre Grace (andre.grace@ualberta.ca) for info 


BISEXUAL WOMEN'S COFFEE GROUP 
hittp://groups.yahoo.com/group/bwedmontan * Social 
group for bi-curious and bisexual women * 2nd Thu ea 
month (7:30pm) 

BOOTS AND SADDLES 10242-106 St (423-5014) © Large 
tavern with pool tables, restaurant, shows. Members only 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 117258 Jasper Ave (488-7736) « 
Open nightly Spm-3am, Fri Bpm-3pm * Sun: Rotating drag 
shows with Mz Bianea and Mz Vanity Fair in The Stardust 
Lounge and GoDiva and Donnatella NE1 in The GoDonna 
‘Show, DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy * Mon: Amateur strip con- 
fest with Mia Fellow, midnight, OJ WestCoastBabyDaddy * 
Tue: Free poo! and tourney, DJ Arrowchaser * Wed: Hump 
day with DJ Sexxy Sean * Thu: Wet underwear contest 
with Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy * Fri: 
We made ‘em famous! DJ Eddy Toonflash, come early to 
avoid lineup, no cover before 10pm * Sat: Undie night for 
men only. free pool and tourney, DJ Arrowchaser 


DOWN UNDER MENS BATH HOUSE 12224 Jasper Ave 
(482-7960) © Open 24/7 * www.gayedmonton.com 


EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 
www.edmontonrba.org * Monthly after business mixer: 
Network and share contacts in the GLBT business communi- 
ty © Second Wed ea month 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 300, 11456 
Jasper Ave (488-5742) or contact7@hivedmonton.com * 
Programs and support services for people affected and 
infected by HIV/AIDS and related illnesses. Counselling, 
referrals, support groups, harm reduction, education, advo- 
cacy and public awareness campaigns 


ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB Roost, 10245-104 St (387-3343) 
© Crossdressers, trenssexuals, friends and supporters meet 
the 2nd Thu each month (8pm); 
http://qroups.yahoo.com/group/edmonton_illusions/ 
INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus * Campus-based organization 
for lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-identified and queer (LGBTO) 
faculty, graduate student, academic, straight allies and support 
staff © 3rd Thu ea month (fall/winter terms): Speakers Series. 
Contact Kris (kwells@ualberta.ca) 


LIVING POSITIVE 404, 10408-124 St, vaww.edmlivingpasi- 
five.ca (1-877-975-9448/488-5768) * Providing confidential 
peer support to people living with HIV * Every Tue (7-Spm): 
Support group * Daily drop-in, peer counselling 


MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté St. Jean, 8406 
Marie-Anne Gaboury (91 St) Rm 3-18 (490-7332) * Program for 
HIV-AIDS prevention, treatment and harm reduction in French, 
English and other African languages Every 3rd and 4th Sat 
(Sam-Spm) * Free (member)/$10 (membership) * Pre-register 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB 
www.geocities.com/makingwaves_edm * Recreational and 
competitive swimming with coaching, beginners encouraged 
to participate. Socializing after practices * Every Tue and Thu 


NORTHERN CHAPS Boots Bar, 10242-106 St, www.northem- 
chaps.com * Edmonton's Original Leather-Fetish-Uniform 
Club, presents Snow Queen 2006 © Sat, Dec. 2 (10pm) * 
Bring a new, unwrapped toy for 630 CHED Santas Anonymous. 


PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 9540-111 Ave (488-3234) © 
‘Open; Mon-Thu 1pm-10pm, Fri 3-10pm * Bears Movie Night 
Bears Club last Sun ea month (1-5pm, TV room) * Trans 
Education/Support Group: Support and education for transsex- 
Ual, transgendered, intersexed, two-spirited and questioning 
individuals; 1st, 3rd, last Sun ea month (2-4pm) with Cody © 
Sunday Night Men’s Discussion Group: Mens soeial and dis- 
cussion group; every Sun (7pm); Rob Wells at 
fobwells780@hotmail.com * Friends and Family Playgroup: 
2nd Sun ea month (2-4pm) with Noelle, friendsandfamilyplay- 
group-owner@yahoogroups.ca * Monday Movie Night: Movie 
highits with themed movies and discussion afterwards; every 
Mon * TTIQ Alliance: Support meeting for transgender, trans- 
sexual, intersex and questioning 2nd Tue ea month; ttiqual- 
liance@shaw.ca, 718-1412  GLBT Seniors Drop-In: Every Thu 
(2-4pm) with Jeff Bovee, 488-3234 * Sick and tired of being 
sick and tired? Cocaine Anonymous meeting; Thu 7-8pm; CA 
Hotline 425-2715 * HIV Outreach: Drop-in circle every other 
Thu (7pm) * Youth Understanding Youth: Youth support and 
social group; every Sat (7-9pm); yuy@shaw.ca; www.mem- 
bers.shaw.ca/yuy * Suit Up and Show Up-Big Book Study; Sat 
{12-2}; suitupshowup@hotmail.come NDP LGBT Caucus: last 
Sun ea month with Jay, 488-3234 


PRISM GAR AND GRILL 10524-101 St. back entrance (990- 
0038) © Lesbian and gay bar/restaurant 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St (426-3150) * Open Thu-Sun 8pm- 
Sam, Fri Sat 8pm-4am * Thu; Gorgeous featuring hostess Dr. 
Lexou Tronic. Featuring Drag Kings and Queens, burlesque 
‘and rotating game shows. Bands upstairs monthly * Fri: All 
Request Dance Party every Friday with DJ Jazzy * Sat: 
Always like New Years Eve: with DJ Dan (retro) downstairs 
and DJ Jazzy (new music) upstairs « Sun: A fabulous Drag 
show every Sunday featuring hostess Connie Lingua. 
Rotating guests, live singers and drag Queens, with contests. 
$2 cover, free poot all night long * Weekends: $4 (mem- 
bers)/$6 (non-member)/Sun $2 cover 


STEAMWORKS 11745 Jasper Ave (451-5554) # Steam 
baths open daily (24hrs) ~ 

WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) © Open Daily 
{noon) * Sat-Tue Karaoke with Tizzy and Patrick ¢ Sat-Sun 
Pool Tournaments 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


BRIGHT NIGHTS WINTER FAMILY FESTIVAL Hawrelak 
Park, 9330 Groat Rd (426-4620) * Until Sun, Jan. 7 © 
Donation of cash or non-perishable food items for the 
Edmonton Food Bank 


52 =WEEK 
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EVENTS 


CHARITY SWING Bas} 

St (604-7572) * Swing-Ou ¢ 
turing Rollanda Lee and hy, 
(8pm-Tam); 8-Spm (dance jor. 
ceeds to Stollery Children's 1, rp 
CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 20, 
50 'St (440-4661) * Sat, Do 

‘Wand under) * Proceeds ysrxj, 
items for The King’s Unive, ity ( 


CHRISTMAS LIGHTS Tops 
Transit for a tour through Gy 

and Royal Alberta Museum ora 
available at TIX on the Square 


ACOMMON COMPASSio; 
Cinema Society (425.9717) A” 
Global AIDS pandemic « pe. 
(student/senior) 


FESTIVAL OF TREES_~ 
Conference Centre. 9797 toads 


THE GRAND BAZAAR OW 17. 
9320-118 Ave * Featuring ee 
musicians, and performers » < 
Dec. 3 (noon-5Spm)« $2 


Kirg’s 
(10 


BOLIVIA Windsor Pa 
5732/433-3206) * Hi; 
Sat, Deo: 8 (10am-4pm) 


ST. ALBERT FILL A BUS 
Stores, Sobeys and Wal-Mart 5) 
sit drivers, donations go to 
their Christmas Hamper ( 


‘Concert in Support af the Mak 
Stollery Children’s Hospit 
fadolt/$12 youth 12 ane un 


YULE MARKET 10-6 Unita; 
*® New age/craft market » [ 
the mitten tree 


BAR-B-BAR 4249.2 5 
(9pm); James, Mr. Enter en + Gem 
James, Mr. Entertainment 


CAMELOT SPORTS BAR | + 
Sun {Bpm-12); with Jeannie and 


CASTLEDOWN’S P UB 1675 
Tam): with Off-Key Entertainme 
CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 
© Every Tue (Spm): with 
CROWN AND ANCHOR 157° 
© Every Thu 
ECCO PUB 9505-65 Ave (435-5150) * bag 
with Sonia, Prosound Product 
FRANCO'S PUB 14059 Vici: 
Thu-Sat (Spm-2am): with 
GAS PUMP 10165-114S 
(9:30pm); Gord's Best 
HAWKEYE'S TOO 100 
midnight}: with Deb Thu 
KNIGHTS PUB SOUTH 19 
Fri-Sat (10pm-Zam): Gord's Best 
LIONSHEAD PUB Coast Te 
(431-5815) Every Sun (8pm): V 
MAZADAR 10725-104 A 
(5pm-late): with Chris 


MOJO'S Best Western H 
© Every Fri (9:30pm) 


O'CONNOR'S IRISH PUB 20 
Thu (9pm-1am) 


Scott Parsons * Salsa and the 
and Salsa lessons; every Thu (° 


PEPPERS Westmount Vall, | 
Every Thu (9:30pm-1:20am): w 
Productions 

RATE 2-900 Students’ Union 81°25 
(492-2153) © Hey, What Ave Thess ® 
That Tune every Tue with ( 
‘every Wed (Spm): with Coli’ 
ROSARIOS 11715-108 Ave 
Karaoke bar, 7 days a week 
ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL ° 
(423-2499); every Mon-Sat (9 
Highstreet, 10315-124 Stl 
Strathcona, 10475-80 Ave | 

m-1:30am) * 99 


SANTANNAS 17930 Sion" 
Wed: (Bpm-12): with Jeannie 
SPORTSWoORLD INLINE AND BOLE 
13710-104 St (472-6326) * 7 
night), Sat-Sun (1-5pm) 4 
THORSBY HOTEL © Ee S*\" 
Prosound 
X-WRECKS LOUNGE 101*° 
11:30pm) with Sonia. Prosound 
YESTERDAY'S 112.205 0>"=2 
Every Thu (9:30pm-Zar). w' 


ZAKS ON 51ST AVENUE 
5047) © Karaoke Nights 


Si 


| Tt . 9 ; ANIMATED FILM CANA- | 5 Team leaders needed to volunteer for the Christmes $ 
5 ; DIANS- E front now ‘til it MUSICIANS: “LT7) TE ) 7 Burede. Schedule and oversee tha volunteers at 
Jan. 15, 2007 on the NFB’s Focus on Animation Web CO donation desks and Spetial Events. Pilani at 49 4- 
site, Youth from 9-20 are invited to grab a cell phone Drummer needed for 4-piece original rock band +7682 of www christmasbureau.ca 
| of digital camera and make a film up to three minutes Cassidy. Weekly jame/regular 
ss long, with the ordinary—or not so ordinary—materials .cassidyrocks.com or call Sean 424-0875, 


PICTURE FRAMES 


MOVIE POSTER SHOP 


Affordable picture freme options. Music Posters. 
8126 Gateway Blvd. 439-0408. 


AUCATIONAL 


ACADEMY OF DRAMATIC ARTS 

pry Acting for film & TV 

E ont Loans Available 
vyadastudios,com 


1-866-231-8232 


SERVICES 


Boys and Girls Clubs of Edmonton offers support 
groups and workshops for parents. Various city loca- 
tions. Call 481-1292 for information. 


yelp WANTED 
ENGLISH 


VEL, TEACH 
Rs of jobs around the 


? INLINE by correspondence. 
"| ape St cal for Free info pack 


4-888-270-2941. 
4: y, Wed (night). Thu (day), 
; eae or oa for reli- PHON DISCONNE i? 
onsibli TsOn. s 
a FANTASTIC RATES 
GUARANTEED APPROVAL 


EASY RECONNECT. GET RECON 


1-877-446-5877 


indow Painti 
by Smith Grasdal 


IDENTS & 
ENIORS 


flours - AM 
or 

jours - PM 

Mon-Sat 


PHONE 
02-5519 


STUDIOS FOR RENT 


Artist Studios & Storage Space for rent. 200-500 SF 
Great Downtown location at the Great West Saddlery 
Bldg, 10137-104 St. Call Mike 429-4092. 


SICAL INSTRUCTION 


AL MUSIC INC. 221-3116 
bn for guitar, bass, drums, and percussion. 
lion: focus on individual! Professional, 


Ibis with music degrees, Quality music ARTIST 10 ARTIST 
Tistruction since 1981. 
FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE 
FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 


Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? Want 
someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE. 
Ads more than 20 words are subject to reqular price 
or cruel editing. Free ads must be submitted in writ- 
ing, in person, fax or e-mail. Free ads will run for 
four weeks, if you want to renew or cancel please 
phone Glenys at 426-1996/fax 426-2889/e-m 
glenys@yueweekly.com or drop it off at 10303-108 
St. Deadline is noon the Tuesday before publication. 
Placement will depend upon available space. 


SUPPORT YOUR 
OCAL FOOD BANK 


Edmonton Fashion Week seeks aspiring fashion 
designers and stylists for Cheap and Chic Contest for 
Mar. 22-28. Media Exposure and Promotional oppor- 
tunities. Please e-mail planetee@shaw.ca or call 428- 
3499. Studio located at 10055-80 Ave. Open Wed - 
Sat 12am-5pm. 


Seeking dancers to perform for possible New Years 
Eve bash. Please drop by the studio if interested or 
call Planet Ze Design Center, 428-3499 


Wanted: A Director/FilmMaker with a need for a 
project and a passion for Ninja's and Comedies. 
Ravi ‘educingInternalNeeds.com 


around them. nfb.ca/animation. 


Call for posts to cipate in S Fair 
2097, the Lotos Land spoken word stage. Email Blaine 
or Dee at mostvocal@canada.com, give a sample of 
work (2-3 poems), a bio. 


Artsy Mum, a collective of artists with young children, 
seeks similarly encumbered ambitious artists to share 
resources end childcare. artsymum@gmail.com 


on dancers to perform for possible New Years 
Eve bash. Drop by the ete Planet Ze Design: 


Planet Ze Design: looking for artists, 
is, dancers, and actors in regards to Edmonton 
Fashion Week. Call 428-3499 for more info. Drop-ins 
welcome. 10055-80 Ave. 


Call to Enter: ArtsHab Studio Gallery features guest 
artists, Incl: Proposal; 10 slides/photos; CV; Artist state- 
ment. For info Ph Tim 423-2966. 


Open Auditions: every Thursday evening, 8pm-12am 
at THE IVORY CLUB 2940 Calgary Trail, Edmonton's 
only Dueling Piano Bar. For info Ph Tim @ 904-7455. 


ERS: darkroom to share, 
excellent equipment. Nominal fee for chemicals/photo 
paper. Bernadette @ 868-7353 or email: 
belaberge@shaw.ca 


Volunteer for New Year's Eve Downtown. Indoor 
and outdoor security, craft area supervisors an 
dants and snowball throwing challenge attendant 
more. Commitment of only 5 hours, Call Scott 3- 
2822 ext. 31. www.eventsedmonton.ca for more info 


Local a cappella group seeking singers. Looking 
for one male and one female, or two females. Contact 
info@svenblvd.com if you're interested. 


Exp. mature bass W/ocals seeks like-minded 
musicians for jam sessions (classic rock 
covers). Oceas. no bar gigs. No drugs. Mike 474-3740. 


Mentors for Children/Youth. Suppo: 
models needed to share time and int 
care. Evening or weekend place: 
Various locations. Lily @ 432 


Multi-instrumentalist from Leduc tooking for other 
musicians to create music together. 980-4009 Old Strathcona Youth Society: 
aged 21+ interested in working \ 

drop-in setting. Ph Naomi 496-5 
osye@telus.net 


Wanted top 40/classic rock and blues bands. 
iene ecu mena ds Pe $5827 $C Albert 
ral 


We believe that all children have a 
ilies and schools, and that all adults 
teal jobs, homes and friends. Ph 454-070 

open the gates to community living in yos 


LOST AND FOUND 


FOUND: PINK iPOD on bus Nov. 7, Tues. 


ppb@telusplanetnet to ID. HipHepaYouth Group: looking for creative, leaders 


who want to leam more about liver he 


designers, health promoters, public 
come, we will provide ment 


VOLUNTEER 


Christmas Morning Smiles Campaign ® Meals on 
Wheels are accepting unwrapped new gifts suitable 

for seniors. Drop off at Meals on Wheels, 11111-103 
Ave, Dec. 1-15 © Gift wrapping open house at Meals 


Fall hours of Edmonton Bicycle Commuters, 
BikeWorks. Edmonton's volunteer run bike shop a 
Wed 5-Spm and Sat 12 (noon)-5pm. Hou su 
to change, please call ahead to confirm: 433-24 


on Wheels: Dec, 11, 1-4pm © Delivery of gifts: Dec. 
8-Christmas Day. Ph 429-2020 for info 


Positions available: 


seasonal or part time sales associate 


seasonal, part time 


or full time stock associate 


Drop your application at any of our 5 locations; 


At Gap Inc., we're at our best when we’re growing. And we think the same 

is true of the people who work here. That’s why we offer fun, creative, fast- 
_ paced work, as well as many opportunities to challenge yourself, try some- 
_ thing different and take your career along multiple paths. 


: Are you enthusiastic, motivated and outgoing? Looking for a great seasonal 
or part time job? We offer great competitive wages, part time benefits and 
an awesome discount. You don't need any experience just a great attitude. 


STF EDS ere Settone neve 


mc 996 from Sam-5pm Mon-Fri Email office@vueweekly.com ¢ 10303-108St. Edmonton 


on lines at right » Up to 45 Characters per line « Every letter, space or mark counts as one character * Allow one space following 
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Volunteers Needed! to teach conversatio! English 
to adult immigrants at a public jet loca- 
tions, avail. 1- ee eaters required. Call 


ee 
ae 


to broadcast news for blind and print- 


restricted Edmontonians! Email edmonto iCE~ 
printcanada.com, or call 451-8331. 


Volunteers baat to be an agit Ad 
Spanish speaking newcomers to. . 
RE ay 424-3545, 


me Needed! for simple a eT 
Do you want to have fun driving grandmas and solicitation phone calls, Downtown, flexible schedule 
We pay your gas! If you can spare 2 hours 2-8 hours/week. Call Judy 424-3545. 


per week/ Monday-Fridays during the day and have 
your own vehicle, we would love to hear from you. Call 
Deanna at Seniors Driving Centre at 732-1221 


Tutors Needed. Assist adults with devel- 
opmental disabilities to acquire basic reading and 
writing skills. Support provided. 1-2hrs/wk. Various 
locations, Lily @ 432-1137, ext. 357. 


lob Tomorrow, 


ly; for; A 
ANAL | f 


ee ODUCTION 


AUDIO ENG aaa 


(Loa 
We 4FiTMEsAMUSIC 
ys 


BUSINESS 
Beit 


FILM. &-DIG 


Pegi 


SD)ANIMATION 
- Classes start soon 
‘Student Loans 

> HRSDC 


Vancouver, BC 


TOLL FREE 


1.800.601.PAVI 
pacificav.com 


J 
for immigrants _ WECAN FOOD BASKET SOGIETY\seeks voluntee;s. - _ YEAR| 
- Volinast oc mer net ssi es inh call in fev Westview Village neigh mation . Is. 

Janina 423-1973. Ph (780) 413-4525 www.wecanfood.com Carmen 429.9 
ee hitp://auction.edmon), 

First formational meeting of the Canadian Church of for Canadian Mental Health contact — 

Pagan Humanism. os uns, and CMHSA-ER at 414-6300 or check ESL Tutors urgently noo, 
needed. For info and time, call Trey at www.emha-edmonton.ab.ca, Help someone leam Engi} 

(780) 477-2540 or cageytic@telus. net. Training mat 
Brain Neurobiology Research Program atU of A. =§=£—__—_. 


seeks individuals suffering from severe PIS for 
tesearch study. Ph 407-3775. 


Brain Research atU of A 
seeks individuals suffering from PANIC ATTACKS for 
research study, Ph 407-3221. Reimbursement provided. 


Place Senior Citizen 


Volunteer in Strathcona PI Red Cross is seeking on. 
Centre Dining Room, Ph Terrie Shaw, 433-5808. TYCtip, 


Member, ; 


a fention 
this fall. Contact Deanna 
na.key@redeross 


SEEKING musicians, literary and visual artists 
for the U of A Hospital's Artist on the Wards volun- 
teer program. Must have formal experience/training 
and be able to commit 2-3 hrs/wk for 6 consecutive 
months. For information or to book an interview, 
please call 407-8428, 


——_§_—___ 
The Sexual Assautt Canty, > 
_ Unteers to take calls on oy 24 
information and upcoming ty), 


Brain Research atU of A 
seeks individuals suffering from PHOBIA for 
research study. Call 407-3221. Reimbursement provided. 


Brain Neurobiology Research Program at UofA CPAWS Edmonton Boros) i, 
seeks individuals who have recently delivered and are Presenters needed. Contact cpayet 
WUEWEEKLY suffering from D IN for Cation@cpaws 


research study. Call 407-3906. Reimbursement provided. ae 
a _ Voluntocr Drivers neon 

Volunteer to Strathcona Place Senior Citizen Driving Centre, 2-3 hrs \y 
Centre Outreach Program. Ph Jo Royal 433-5808. : Pha 


Society of Seniors Gaing At 
drivers needed 1 3 


CONTEST RULES 


Tho Edmonton Mennonite Centre for Newcomers 


i i is seeking who are visual artists, ie 
Unless otherwise specified, www.emen.ab.ca. Full details: Jacqueline Zaro, 424- _ ments; $8/ride. 
7709 / E: jzaro@emen.ab.ca Wecan Food Bosku 


the following will apply: 


Sook Vj 


Opportunity for people op | 
quality nutritious fo 
needed in the Bonni 


ore 


ESL Tutors needed! Call PALS. at 424 - 
5514 to help someone leam English as a Second 
Language. Training and materials are provided. 


- the winner must be 18 or older 


Kiwanis Club is seeking volunteers to become part 


~ If i 9 recor 
- pie must be accepted as awarded of the global Kiwanis. For info contact Colin Reichle Rpecratimanenc 7 
at 460-9639 or Marg Day at 476-5033. other returned vel tan he 
~ no one may enter any contest more SSS Ee 
| 4] Become a friend to a NEW Canadian. Dulariat474- Fog Not Bombs Looking in... 
than once 8445 or www.eisa-edmonton.org cooking and serving of J . p 
SE 51 of e-m: foodnotbomb: 
2 . Volunteers needed to teach English as as Second 
you may win only once every 60 days Language to newcomers during the summer. Overwhelmed? | ee. 
P Morning or afternoons at the Edmonton Mennonite Fee Walk-In cou fs aton Ih Spot Tal 
- Vue Weekly reserves the right to Centre for Newcomers. Call Marty at 423-9516. Reta inrach te 
exclude anyone from our contests distress Train ———-—— 
nyo! Become a line volunteer. Training classes Living Positive, looking fr 


begin in Nov. Ph The Support Network, 732-6648. 
www. thesupportnetwork.com 


Volunteer for the Canadian Birkebeiner Society 
E-mail: info@canadianbirkie,com/ 
www.canadianbirkie.com / Ph: 430-7153, 


- no staff, sponsors or members of their 
immediate family may enter 


- the personal information of those who 
enter will not be sold but may be pro- 
vided to contest sponsors 


SEX TRADE WORKERS 


Cassandra: Hot Hungari 
yrs; tight, toned, tanned 
ability; § 


- the chances of winning depend on the 
number of entries received 


- by entering, entrants consent to the 
use of their names by Vue Weekly for 
publicity 

- Yue Weekly is not responsible for prizes 
unclaimed after 15 days 


INDEPENDANT MONIQUE, 31. 
FRENCH. CLASS WITH EXTRAORDINARY BEAUTY. 
413-0294 (24/7) 


Amber: Outgoing redhead 
the industry, 34B-26-32 
availabilit 


Chrissy: Sexy hot Itali 
busty; 23) ask her about special 


441-1330. 


Chat live or meet local gay men. Try us for free! 
(780) 413-7144. Enter code 2310 


FEMALES NEEDEDII! Make $799 US per month 
with a spy cam in your bedroom. Voyeur website is 
currently looking for young attractive girls. 
Call Jamie for more info. 1-800-474-8401 


Mae-Ling: 20 yr old Asian; ¢ 
pamper, no rush service; a 
Call for availabillt 


Need a back to school break... Try our play ground!! 


SieamWorks 


bathhouse 


Gay & Bisexual men 


11745 Jasper Ave. 


Daily Special 
5pm to 9pm 


6-bux locker 


9-bux room 


discreet rear entrance 


451 5554 
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yo men recently refer to 
fabulous oral technique to 
an, but were reluctant to 
aris it, and why the secrecy? 


Ui 


Jon't know what it means? | 
stil not sure | know what the 
hnique” is, and | can never 
Hits “tea bagging” or “snow- 
was invented for some stupid 
is it “tearballing?” “Snow- 
ny not? They're all equally 
pu ask me. j 

s | fear that by the time my 
snouah to pick up the latest 


a 


a pevine NO MORE LONELY 


NIGHTS 


(Just pick up the phone) 


TERSONALS 


r Women Seekin 
fairs & the Men 


smutty slang from their peers and bring it 
home to puzzle their parents I'll be too 
feeble to keep up: “Skazzy? What's that? 
Did you say that song ‘has fangs?’ What? 
Why, in my day we called cool things hot 
and hot things cool and that was good 
enough for us, dadgummit.” Eventually, 
we all end up like my poor 80-year-old 
uncle, whom we dragged to the Borat 
movie without adequate briefing ahead of 
time and two days later he was still 
gamely trying to figure out if Sacha Baron 
Cohen is really Kazakh or what, and does 
he always have that moustache? 
“Mitusa,” as a sex word, has made 
barely a ripple on Google, so | assumed, 
reasonably enough, that it was just anoth- 
er flash-in-the-pan pseudo technique and 
thus safely ignored. According to one of 
the very few hits not referring the curious 
reader to industrial lift pumps or the Mar- 
itime Industries Trade Union of South 
Africa, “Mitusa” supposedly refers to giv- 
ing light little touches with your tongue 


FREE Trial Code: 2315 


780.413. 122 


text - try for freel text “xtra” to SFREE 


Women Always FREE: 
702.2224 

FREE Trial tor MEN: 
702.2223 


int to Fulfill Them. 


Over 1,000,000 
Ad Profiles 


866-742-2218 


SIGN-UP 
FREE! 


instead of, | don’t know, jabbing at her like 
her lady-parts require tenderizing, or just 
drooling on her. 

Further reading, however, turned up a 
rather fascinating article on a very not-my- 
style site called holisticwisdom.com, 
which sells sex doodads with a vaguely 
feminist spin and seems very well-inten- 
tioned although | beg to differ with them 
over the source of the ejaculate in female 
ejaculation. The site's founder, one Lisa 
Lawless, PhD, CEO (not to be confused 
with Lucy Lawless, Xena), who was also 
asked an innocent question by a reader but 
was more inclined to do some serious 
sleuthing than | was, has turned up some- 
thing both interesting and disheartening, if 
Not surprising. “Mitusa,” it turns out, is not 
merely a mysterious and possibly nonexist- 
ent oral sex technique, it is a proprietary 
mysterious oral sex technique, the private 
property of somebody called Jill McSome- 
thing who wishes to sell it to you or allow 
you access in exchange for filling out a 


Romantic 
ho 


CLASSIFIEDS 


sa’ masters get all the chicks 


lengthy marketing survey. The “technique,” 
according to some poor suckers who actu- 
ally ponied up for it, is either a confusing 
mishmash of not-at-all mysterious tech- 
Niques you already know about, or else a 
badly translated version of the well-known 
Sam Kinison “alphabet” technique. Either 
Way, nothing earth shattering. 


BUT WAIT, THERE'S MORE (and stranger): 
until exposed by Lawless on her site, Ms 
McWhatever was marketing the “tech- 
nique” exclusively to men, apparently in an 
attempt to present the product (to men) as 
something that could be dangled in front 
of prospective conquests (| know Mitusa, 
baby”) who would be so intrigued that 
they would happily follow some schmo 
back to his swingin’ bachelor pad or par- 
ents’ basement or wherever and hop obe- 
diently onto his face. Happens all the time. 

Ms Lawless, PhD, CEO, also discov- 
ered what appears to be some sort of 
viral marketing scheme in the form of 


(fake? who knows?) LavalLife posts where 
women warn that “you'd better know 
Mitusa.” The best thing | can say about 
this sort of campaign is that—in this 
Case, at least—it seems not to work, 
leaving product and proprietor in well- 
deserved obscurity 

There are no secret, never-before-dis- 
covered sex techniques. There is no series 
of arcane exercises from the ancient Lev- 
ant that will miraculously enlarge your 
penis. There is not—I guarantee this— 
any technique, drug or ritual offering to 
the gods that can “guarantee extremely 
intense orgasms,” as Ms McWhatev's site 
purportedly claimed “Mitusa” could do 
(the site has since been taken down but 
has undoubtedly been reborn somewhere 
as the same old crap masquerading as 
some new crap). On the upside, there is 
also precious little you can’t learn to do if 
you get off your ass and off the web and 
practice, practice, practice 
LOVE, ANDREA 
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SOTH ANNIVERSARY «1956-2008 
_ Where the Music Begins 
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My EVERYTHING YOU NEED FOR A MUSICAL NEW 


Squier Strat Paks _— x 


Includes Strat, amp, a (=> ' . 
wg bag and morel , Gemeinhardt 2SP) Silve; 
349 “_ ~ < Flute Outfit 
cIFY plus FREE $20 LAM GIFT CARD! fe % ¢ Perfect for the beginner flutis: 
| 1 “s ; ' OO plus FREE $20 ian Giry 
Ee SL) Squier Bass Pak | S65" Chive isto 
udes Affinity P-Bass, 


CMC CMIIN © amp, gig bag and more! 
any amount! °375” 


plus FREE $20 L&M GIFT CARD! 


A 


Yaitiaha Portable Keyboards from $4 9¢ 


CB 5-Piece Set 
With aa and throne. 


Brand Name Trumpet Outfits 
With mouthpiece and case. 


From $425 


plas FREE $20 L&M GIFT CARD! 


Traynor DG10 
10-Watt 8" Amp with 
Celestion Speaker 
Perfect for the learning guitarist 


and ideal for private practice. 
$ 00 


Yorkville 
Heavy Duty 
Music Stand 
§ With carry bag. 


“29” 


mn A CHARLIE BROWN na ee 
CHAIBTMAS es aul 3 j “Ai i 
Special {I . and Aquarian Drumheads are thrilled to pr 
L c oe . 
Deluxe a drum clinic with TOMMY CLUFETOS! 
Ebony Guitar ; Originally from Detroit, tommy has been eng pats 
ELPSEBGH = the age of eleven. Known as a solid groove daummer - 
With gol rdwat ' : killer gigs with the likes of Ted Nugent and Ale COBB 
nd free gig ba : » fi : rently touring and recording with Rob Zombie all byt 


S 00 ; For more information, contact the store. 
199 : oF 


. > Se. ALL AGES 
| Date: Monday, December 11, 2006 at 7pm ALLAG 

CHARLIE BROWN F fl 

CHRISTMAS ‘| Location: Sidetrack Cafe (10238-104th St., Edm! 
PIANO $4 95 eh Fee: $5 (tix available at the store or at the ) 


10204 107th Avenue, Edmonton - 780-423-443 
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